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To all whom it ma,y CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, MICHAEL J. DALY, a
citizen of the United States residing at Pitts- |
burg, in the county of Allegheny and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented or discovered
new and useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes,
of which the following is a specification.

In the accompanying drawings,which make
part of this specification, Kigure I is a per-
spective of the exterior of the box mounted
on 1ts pillar. Fig. Il is a section on line II
Il of Fig. I, showing in dotted lines the bot-

tom of the box open for the discharge of mail,

the other parts, however, being in the posi-
tion assumed when the box is closed. Fig.
I11 is a section on line III III of Fig. 11, show-
1ng the position of the parts when the bottom
18 dropped. Fig. IV is a like view showing
the position of the parts after the mail has
been deposited, the bottom of the box being
broken away. FKig. Visadetailofthe toothed
shelf or bracket on the side Op posite the mail-
ing-slot.

The purpose of my invention, genemlly
stated, is to devise a storm-proof and burglar-
proof letter-box and also one which does not
require unlocking to discover whether there
has been-any mail deposited. Again, my let-

ter-box has a dumping-bottom, and it is not

necessary to reach in and pull the mail out.
If this drop-bottom 1is not properly closed, no
mail can be put in the box. - The lock of my
mail-box is placed on the inside, where it can-
not be wrenched off. |

In the accompanying drawings,which make
part of this specification, A represents the
body of the box, which is preferably made of
pressed steel and cannot therefore be ¢racked
or broken by hammering, as is the case with
ordinary cast-iron letter-boxes. The upper
front corner of the box is provided with a ver-
tical slot @, in which moves the slide b, adapt-
ed to close the mailing-slot &'. The bracket
a* keeps the slide from dropping away alto-
gether from the box. The slide is prowded

with the ordinary thumb-piece e.

Pwotdlly mounted on the inside of the box
and in proximity with the mailing-slot 0’ is
the flap C, provided on its edge with the
50 teeth or serrations ¢ c.

‘back of said flap C is the lifting

In contact with the |

g-arm 1), piv-
oted at d to the case and plvota,ily coune(,ted

at d’ with a weight E.

I 18 a dumping-bottomn hinged at f to the
body of the box A. |
- (xis a plate or stripper provided with serra-
tions ¢ g, said plate being affixed at any de-
sired angle to the inside of the back of the
box.

H is a loek located on the inside of the box.

I is the pillar, to which the box is secured
by the lugs a® a?. |

h is a check or stop on which the bottom
rests when lowered and causing the bottom
to act as a chute.

i is a rod secured to the sides of the box
and in line with flap C. |

The operation of the parts is as follows:
When the bottom F is lowered, weight K, con-
nected to the lowerend of arm D, drops,which
causes the upper end of arm D to rise through
its pivotal connection d. Flap C, pwotally
connected at one end and in close proximity

-to the mailing-slot, is immediately above said

armD. Whilesaidarm D is rising it, beingin
contact with the under side of flap C, swings
the outerendof said flap upwardly and around
1ts pivotal connection d, raises the flap C, and
swings it across and closes the mailing-slot &'.
When the bottom F is being closed, it comes
in contact with weight E, raising the weight
K and Jowering the outer end of arm D, while
the flap C remainsin position over the siot b'.
1f no mail is deposited, the postman will push
up the slide 6 and find the flap C in position
in front of theslot. Thiswill serve as an indi-
cator that there is no mail in the box, and it
will be unnecessary, therefore, for him to un-
lock the same. If mail has been deposited,
the flap C will havefallen down to the position
indicated in Kig. 11, the entrance of the mail
being sufficient to turn the fiap on its pivot.
Should any one attempt to draw out a letter
with a wire, the wire will drop into one of the
serrations ¢ ¢, which, in conjunction with the
rod 2, will strip the letter off, and the letter

‘will fall back in the bottom of the box.

should one attempt to withdraw a letter in

this way and endeavor to escape the serra-

tions ¢ ¢ by inclining the wire to the back of
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the box and then withdrawing the letter, the |

wire will fall into the serrations g g and the

~ letter be stripped in the same way.

“same as the size of the mailing-slot.
postman discovers there .is maﬂl in the box,
" he will unlock the same and cause the bot-. |

tom to drop, and the contents may be dis-

10

Preferably the passage-space between the
plate G and the plate C when down is the

charged into a bag or other proper receptacle.

- Should he fail to properly push up the bot-

20

30

tom K to its seat, no mail can be deposited,

“because the lifting-arm D, which will be

thrown up by the droppmg of the weight K,
will hold the flap C closed against the mail-
ing-slot b'.

Many changes may be made in the relative
arrangement and adjustmentand attachment

portions, while still retaining the principle of
my invention.
non-pivotally attached inside the mail-box;
butin this case it will act merely as a stripper

and would not act as an indicator showing
that there was mail in the box, nor would it

act as a check on a complete closing of the
box.

to throw up the flap C if it is pivotally at-

tached to the box instead of lifting-arm D and |
the weight E. One stripping-plate only may |
be used; but it will afford an adequate pro- |
The stripping plate or plates may |

tection.

If the |

For instance, flap C may be

671,692

also be used with boxes that are opened in
the usual manner. The serrationsccand g g

‘may be omitted; but thelr utility is 0bv10us

also, rod .
. Having de%cmbed my invention, I clain—
1. Ina mml box the eombmatwn of a body,

a du mpmg-bottom a stop for said bottom, a
flap pivoted in proximity to the mmlmg—slot a

mechanism whereby said flap shall be closed

over the mailing-slot when the botmm 18

dropped.
2. In a mmllnn"-box the eombmatlon of a

‘body, adun mpmn'-bottom a flap pivoted in the
proximity of the mailing-slot, a weight sus-
tained by said bottom and a hftmfr -arm piv--
| otally connected with said weight :.-md adapt-
ed to throw up the flap over the inailing-slot
“when the support of the bottom is withdrawn.

of -the parts, as well asin their shape and pro- |

3. Ina mail-box, the combination of a body,

- a dumpmﬂ'-bottom a stop for said bottom, a

flap pivoted in proximity to the mailing- slot
said flap adapted to prevent the WIthdmwal

of niail from the slot when the bottom is
{ closed, and mechanism whereby said flap shall

be elosed over the mallmtr-slob when the bot-

tom is dropped.
Again, various means may be adopted |

day of June, 1900.

Signed at Pittsbu rg,Pennsyl vania, th1s 18th
MIOHA_EL J. DALY.
Witnesses: - ' '

N. W. CASKEY N
GODFREY W. LERCH.
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