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To all whom it may concerm:
Be it known that I, JOHN CALVIN JOHNSON,

‘a citizen of the Un 1ted States, reSIdmﬂ‘at Dal-

las, in the county of Dallas and State of Texas,
ha,ve invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Hand-Stamps; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to printing devices
manipulated by hand and supplied with re-
movable type to admit of any desired word
or matter being printed on boxes, barrels,
packages, and any object required to be la-
beled.

The stamp comp1 ises a flexible bed of pe-
culiar formation, removable type, means for
securing the Dype in place against accidental
dlsplaeement, and & bar connecting the ends
of the bed when bowed and serving as a han-

~dle.

25

30

35

The invention also consists of the novel

features,details of construetion, and combina--

tion of the parts, which hereinafter will be

more fully disclosed and finally claimed; and.
for this purpose and also to acquire a knowl-
edge of the merits of the invention and the

313111013111&1 details of the means whereby the
results are attained reference is to be.had to
the appended description and the drawings

‘hereto attached.

While the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of the invention are necessarily suscept-

ible of modification, still the preferred em-

“bodiment of the nwentlon is illustrated in
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the acecompanying drawings, i which—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a hand-
stamp constructed in accordance with this
invention. Fig. 2 is a perspective view there-
of, parts belng broken away. Fig. 31s a cross-
sectlon Fig. 4 is a detail view of a type.

Fig. 5 is a side elevation, the full lines show-
ing the bed strawhtened out and the dotted.

lines the normal or bowed position of said
bed.
Omlespondmﬂ' and like parts are referred

to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same

reference characters.

The stamp is of the class designed for la,bel-

ing packages and imprinting any desired

|

matter upon a su rface to be marked and com-
prises a bed and type detachably fitted to said
bed, thélatter constituting asupportorholder

for the type when selected and properly ar-
‘ranged.

In the present instance the bed is
ﬂemble 30 as to be flattened or straightened
out to facilitate the removal and proper po-
sitioning of the type and also to enable the

stamp to occupy a minimum amount of space -

when not required for immediate use. The
bed may be constructed of any stout sheet
material which will admit of its straighten-
ing and bowing as desired. The length and

| width of the bed and the number of type-

spaces willdepend upon the required capacity
and size of the stamp and will vary to meet
various requirements. In its general con-
struction the bed comprises. a rear plate 1, a
series of strips 2, spaced from the rear plafre

and from one another and longitudinally ar-

ranged in parallel relation, and end bars 3, lo-

. eated between the plate 1and str ips 2to hold

them apart the required distance. ‘I'ransverse
strips 4 overlap the terminals of the longitu-
dinal strips 2, and screws or fastenings 5 con-

nect the several parts 1, 2, 3, and 4 The
spaces formed between thelon ﬂ*lbndl naledges

of adjacent strips 2 receive the type 6, repre-

senting the matter to be printed, and these

spaces will vary according to the size of the
type. Spacersconnect the plate 1 and strips
2 intermediate of their ends, so as to pre-
serve a uniform space between them, and
these spacers consist of metal cleats 7, secured
at one end to the plate 1 by solder or in any
desired manner and having the opposite end

portion slit.for a short dISLan(,e 1o provide

tongues 8§ and 9, which are bent at a right
angle to the body of the cleats and undellap
and overlap the longitudinal strips 2, so as
to hold them against either inward or out-
ward d1Splaeement The tongues 8 bear

against the outer side of the strips 2, whereas
the tongues 9 engage with and bear against

the inner side. The outermost spacers en-
gage with the marginal or edge portions of
the strips 2, whereas the intermediate spacer
hasits outer tongue passing through an open-
ing 10in the mtel mediate strip2. The num-
ber of spacers will depend upon the length

of the stamp, and in the event of said stamp
being comparatively short the spacers may
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be omitted; but for compala‘rlvely long | ’rype spaces, thereby admwtmfr of the type

stamps the spaeexs are essential in order to
prevent the separation of the strips and rear

plate and the dlsplaeement of the type held
in place thereby.
The type 6 are flat and are pmwded at op-

- posite ends with outwardly-extending flanges

10

11, which aré adapted to enter the space

formed between the plate 1 and strips 2, the
latter overlapping the flanges 11 and hold-_

ing the type against OﬂthI‘d displacement.
The type are placed in p031t10n and removed
by a sliding movement in the type-spaces,
the strips 2. bemn‘ cut away at one end, as
shown at 12, a disﬁanee equal to the width of
a flange 11, so as to admit of the ready inser-
tion and removal of a type when positioned

- opposite the enlarged space provided by the

20

cut - away portions 12 of the longitudinal
strips. The letters or characters are sepa-

rated by spaces which are constructed in a

similar manner to the body of the type and
are placed in position in g like way. After
the matter to be printed has been placed in

position and the type-spaces are nearly filled

- the key 13 is thrust endwise into the space
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formed between the plate 1 and strips 2 and
fills the space formed between an end bar 3
and the adjacent type, thereby preventing
movement of the type toward the enlarged
portion of the type-spaces, through which the
type are removed and placed in position.
For convenience when assembling or remov-
ing the type the bed is straightened, the flexi-
bility of the bed admitting of this result.
Cleats 14 are secured fransver sely to the

termmal portions of the bed, preferably by

the same fastenings 5, and serve to stiffen

~and strengthen the stamp and to form con-
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venient means of attachment thereto of the
handle-bar 15. Irons16,of approximately U
form, are fitted to the end portionsof the cleats

14 and confine rods which are insertible by |

an endwise movement into spaces formed be-
tween said irons and the cleats 14, and which

- spaces are tormed by cutting away the inner
- upper corners of the said cleats.

are secured to the ends of the handle-bar 15,
the iron 18 being doubled upon itself and em-

‘bracing opposite sides of the handle-bar and
receiving one of the rods 14 in its fold, thereby

constituting a hinge member whereby the
handle-bar is hingedly connected to an end

portion of the bed. The opposite iron is se-

cured to the handle-bar in a similar manner
to the iron 18, and its folded end portion is
bent to provide a hook 19 to engage with the
rod 17 remote from that receiving the hinge-
iron. 18. The hook iron or membel 19 is
adapted to make detachable connection with

the rod 17 with which it codperates, so as to

admit of the bed being flattened or straight-
ened out when desired.

‘When it is required to remove the type
previously fitted to the bed, the key 13 is
drawn out from one side or the other of the

bed, so as to clear the enl.a,rged portion of the |

Strap-irons

being moved so as to 1eg13t91 with the en-
]arged part of the type-spaces, from which
they are removed by lifting, as will be read-
ily understood. The word or matter to be
printed is set up by placing one type in posi-
tion at a time, and after the matterisin place
the key 13 is ‘%11[)[)9(1 into place to hold the
type from casual displacement. The stamp
is inked by rocking it upon a suitably-inked
pad or surface, and the printing is effected

i by rocking the stam p on the su rfa,ee required

to receive rhe label or matter to be 1mpr1111aed
thereon.

Having thus described the invention, what
18 ¢laimed as new is—

I. In a hand-stamp comprising a flexible
bed adapted to be straightened out and
formed into a bow, means f01 holding the bed
when bowed, and type removably ﬁtted to the
bed, substantla,lly as described.

2. A hand-stamp comprising a flexible bed
cdpable of being straightened out and formed
into a bow, type removably fitted to the said
bed, and a bar adapted to connect the end

portions of the bed when bowed and consti-

tuting a handle by means of which the stamp
is manipulated, substantially as specified.

3. A hand-stamp comprising a flexible bed
provided with type, and a bar hingedly con-
nected at one end to the said bed and pro-
vided at its opposite end with a hook to make

detachable connection with the correspond-

ing rod of the said bed, substantlally as set

.forth

4, In a hand- st&mp a flexible bed, trans-
verse cleats secured to the terminal portmns
of the said bed, rods attached to the said
cleats, and a bar hingedly mounted upon one
of the said rods and adapted to make detach-

able eonuectlon with the other rod, substan-
tially as set forth.

5. Inahand- st&mp, a plate, aseries of strips
spaced from the plate and from one another
to form type-spaces, said strips having cor-
responding edge portions cut away to enla,rﬂ*e

the type-spaces, means for connecting the

plate and strips, type removably fitted in the
type-spaces through the enlarged part there-
of, and a key for holdmﬂ' the type in place
when in position, substautully as set forth.
6. In a hand-stamp, a plate, strips spaced
from the plate and from one another to form
type-spaces, means for connecting the plate
and strips, and spacers interposed between
the plate and strips comprising cleats having
tongues at one end arranged to underlap and
overlap one of the parts t0 which they are fit-

ted, substantially as set forth.

7 In a hand -stamp, a plate, u'a,nd strips

SPaced apart, bars placed between the plate

and strips, other strips overlapping the lon-
gitudinal strips, and means connecting the

| several strips, bars and plate, substanma,lly

as set forth.

8. The herein-described hand—stamp com-

prising a flexible bed (Jomposed of a pla,te and
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a series of longitudinal strips,the latter spaced
from one another and from the plate to form
type-spaces whieh are enlarged at one end,
end bars placed between the plate and longi-
tudinal strips, terminal cleats, means con-
necting the cleats, end bars, plate and longi-
tudinal strips,spacers interposed between the
said longitudinal strips and plate to preserve
a uniform space between them, type remov-
ably fitted into the type-spaces and having

end flanges to underlap the said longitudinal |

strips, a key for holding the type in place,

nl—

and a handle-bar having hinge connection at
one end with a terminal cleat and constructed
to make detachable connection at its opposite 15
end with the other terminal cleat, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN CALVIN JOHNSON.

Witnesses:

H. M. SUTTON,
W. A. JOHNSON.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

