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To all whom it may concern:

the chokers upwardly in said channel.

i

| arms 4 will then be held entirely by the strings

S ‘The catches 6 are seated in a groove 16 in
Be it known that I, GUSTAV MALLING, a citi- | the top of the block and are looped around

zen of the United States of America,and aresi- | the pins 17. The pins 17 are driven through ss

dentof North Evanston, in the county of Cook | the front of the block, passing through the
5 and State of Illinois, have invented certain channel 2 and groove 16. Said pins serve

new and useful Improvements in Animal- | both as pivots for the catches 6 and as stops

Traps, of which the following is a specifica- | for limiting the upward movement of the

tion. -~ - . ' _ - | chokers 5. 60
- My invention has particular reference to The spring-tongues 9 and 10 are made of

10 choke-traps forcatching mice and othersmall | a single piece of wire coiled at 18 around the
animals. Its main objects are, first, to facili- | large staple 19, which is driven into the bot-
tate setting the trap, and, second, to insure | tom of the block. A pair of smaller staples
the free operation of the choker. | 20 are driven into the block, so as to enguge 65

- The minor objects of the different parts | the staple 19 and also to prevent side move-

15 with which I put my invention into practice | ment of the spring-tongues 9 and 10. The
will be understood from the following deserip- cotl 18 causes the tongues 9 and 10 to bear -
tion, with reference to-the- accompanying | firmly against the bottom of the block and

~drawings, in which— .| engage the strings, as shown in Figs. 3and 5. 7o
| Kigure 1 is a top plan of a trap constructed | = A pocket 21 is provided in the side of the
20 according to my invention and being partly ! block for holding the hooked wire 22 when
~ broken away. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of | not in use. 'The lid 23 is pivoted to the block
same. - Fig. 3 is a front elevation. Fig. 4 is at 24 and ‘may be turned from the position :
a vertical section on the line 4’ 4' of Fig. 1. shown in Fig. 2,s0 as to cover the pocket 21. 75
Kig. 5 is a bottom plan of said trap, partly { The staple 25 is driven into said block andis =~

25 broken away. Fig. 6is a plan of a hooked | designed to limit the movement.of the lid 23.
wire which I use for passing the strings | 26 represents a staple driven into the bot-
through the vertical apertures in the block | tom of the block, near the front, forsupporst--

- In the operation of setting the trap. =~ - I ing said block in a horizontal position, the 8o -
- Thedevice shown in the drawings consists.| same serving as such support, together with =~
-~ 30 mailunly of a block 1, having a vertical chan-'| the coils 18. = T
. mel 2, compartments 3, intersected by said | The operation of the device is as follows:
channel, spring-arms 4, carrying the chokers Before setting the trap the operator will move
o, catches 6 for engaging the spring-arms, the the catches 6 into the position shown at the 8g
string 7, passing through apertures § in the | middle of Fig. 3, said catches engaging their
35 block, and the spring-tongues 9 and 10, by respective arms 4, the arms having been first
- which the ends of the strings are engaged. | depressed by the operator. The operator will
The apertures 8 extend through the top and | now wind one end of the string 7around one -
bottom of the block, intersecting the com- { ot the tongues 9 or 10 and will then pass the go
partments 3, 8o as to permit the strings 7 to | string through the apertures 8 and over the

40 be passed through said compartments in the | arm 4. - He will then wind the free end of
position shown in Figs. 3 and 4. The arms sald string around said tongue. It will be
4 have their rear ends driven into the back I seen that the pressure of the tongue against
of the block at 11 and are also secured bythe | the bottom of the block will securely hold the 05
staples 12. Thearms4 are coiled toform the | ends of said string. It will-be seen that the

45 springs 13 and have their forward ends bent | block may be made with any desired number

- over toform the loops 14. The chokers 5 are | of compartments 3 and that the spring-arm o
formed of wire, having the free ends 15 looped | and choker for each compartment will be set = - |
over the arms 4. Said chokers thus hang ‘1n similar manner, as before described. Af- roo _.
freely from the arms 4 and have no tendency | ter the strings 7 have been secured over the |

50 to bind against the walls“of the channel 2 spring-arms 4 the catches 6 will be thrown
when the spring-arms 4 are released andcarry | back, as shown at the left of Fig. 3. The




>,

7. The bait will be put into the rear of the
compartments 8, as shown at 27 in Kig. 4.
Some of the bait may also be rubbed or sprin-
kled on the strings7. The mouse in attempt-

ing to enter to the rear of the compartment

where the bait is kept will gnaw through one |

of the strings 7. This will release the arm 4,

~ causing same to carry its respective choker

10

20

5 upwardly, as shown at the right of Fig. 3.

It will be seen that the minor details of the
device shown, such as the form of the springs
and the means for connecting the parts, may

be altered without departing from the spirit
I therefore do not confine

of my invention. 1 |
myself to such detalls except as hereinafter
limited in the claims. | | |
What I claim as my invention,
to secure by Letters Patent, 1s— _.
1. An animal-trap comprising a block hav-
ing a compartment therein open at the front,

“a channel intersecting the compartinent and
extending through the top of the block to a

point below the compartment, a groove in the

~ top of the block extending along and rear-

nel; achoker vertically movable in said chan-
‘nel, being of greater diameter than the com-

- 35

ward of said channel, and a pair of apertures

extending through the top and bottom of the

block and intersecting the compartment at-a
place rearward of said channel; a spring-arm
secured to the block and extending over the
top of same to a point forward of sald chan-

partment, and pivotally connected to the

~ spring-arm; a catch pivotally seated in said

groove and adapted to engage said spring-

arm: a spring-tongue secured to and bearing

‘against the bottom of the block; and a string
 looped over the spring-arm, passing through.
said apertures, controlling the entrance to
‘said compartment, and having its ends en-
 gaged bebtween said spring-tongue and block,..

 substantially as described.

. ingacompartment therein open at the front,

a C

and desire

il

.~ 2. An animal-trap eo_mp_jsinguéi'bloc_k hav-| .
_ ent _ v ont, |- Witnesses:
annel intersecting the compartment and |

~ extending through the top of the block to-a

671,524

point below the compartment, a groove in the
top of the block extending along and rear-
ward of said channel, and a pair of apertures
extending through the top and bottom of the
block and intersecting the compartment at a

place rearward of said channel; a spring-arm

secured to the block, and extending over the

top of same to a point forward of said chan-
nel; a choker vertically movable In said chan-
nel, being of greater diameter than the com-
partment, and pivotally connected to the

‘spring-arm; a catch pivotally seated in said

aroove and adapted to engage sald Spring-
arm; means on the block for securing the
ends of a string; and a string looped over the
spring-arm; passing through said apertures,

controlling the entrance to said compartment
and secured to said means, substantially as -

deseribed. | -

3. An animal-trap comprising a block hav-
ing a compartment therein open at the front,
a channel intersecting the compartment and
extending through the top of the block to a
point below the compartment, and an aper-
ture extending through the top and bottom
of the block and intersecting the compart-
ment at a place rearward of said channel; a
spring-arm secured to the block and extend-

ing over the top of same to a point forward

of said channel; a choker vertically movable
in said channel, being of greater diameter
than the compartment and pivotally connect-

ed to the spring-arm; a catch pivotally se-
cured to the top of the block and adapted to

engage said spring-arm; means on the block

0O
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for securing the ends of a string; and a string

looped over the spring-arm, passing through
said aperture, controlling the entrance to sald
compartment and secured to said means, sub-

stantially as described.

~Signed at Chicago, Illinois, this 17th day of
| July, 1900. B - -

GUSTAV MALLING.
- GLEN C. STE_PHENS. B
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