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- In practice 1t is frequently necessary to make
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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, JOEN J. DE LACY, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Inseription-Plates for
Burial-Cases, of which I do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion. |

Inscription- plates heretofore used usua,lly

consisted of a block or plate of metal where-

upon the desired inscription was engraved.

burial-caskets hurriedly, and the delay and
expense of having a plate especially engraved
have been a serious annoyance to undertak-
ers when prompt and hasty preparations for
burial were necessary. In smaller cities and
towns it is in some instances necessary to have
the engraving done in larger cities, because.
in such smaller cities no engraver, or at least
none experienced in this elass of engraving,
is located there.
overcome these objections to the use of such
old and well-known forms and designs to pro-
vide a composite construction of inscription-
plates which can be easily and quickly as-
sembled and so as to contain any desired in-

seription without the necessity of ha,vmg each

plate especially engraved.
By employing a composite construction the

undertaker can himself quickly arrange the

inscription, and vhus avoid the delay and in-

convenience to which he, has been heletofme

bubJected

With these objects in view the invention
consists, primarily, in providing a series of
blocks containing letters, words, and charac-
ters and a frame or case in which these can
be arranged and secured and which can be
secured to a burial-case in the usual manner.

The invention further consists in the sev-
eral novel features of construction hereinat-
ter deseribed, illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, and more particularly defined

by claims at the conclusion hereof.
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In the drawings, Figure 1 is a face view of
an inscription-plate embodying theinvention.
Fig. 2 is a section taken on line 2 2 of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a section taken on line 3 3 of Fig. 1.

‘between the ribs of the back plate.

The invention designs to

‘blocks remains exposed. bars

containing the engraved blocks. Iig. d1s a
back view of the skeleton cover. _

A denotes a holder or back plate having
pockets or recesses 1, 2, and 3 in desired num-
ber, between which cross-ribs 4 and 5 are
formed. 'The back plate is also formed with
a rib 6, extended around the back plate adja-
cent its outer edge. Saild recesses serve to
hold a series of blocks 7, having thereon let-
ters, words, or characters necessary to com-
plete an insceription. Such blocks fit snugly
In prac-
tice the undertaker is supplied with a num-
ber of entire sets of blocks, including blanks,

from which the desired inscription may be ar-

ranged. Omne recess is used for the name, an-
other for the date, and another for the age of
the deceased. By reordering blocks as soon
as used the sets may be kept intact and ready
for any emergency. The letters which con-
stitute the name are usually -placed on sepa-
rate blocks, and blocks for the year and

‘month, when such are used, preferably con-

tain an entire word.

B is a skeleton cover having side bars 8 and
cross-strips 9, between which open spaces are
formed, through which the inscription on the
8 and Cross-
strips 9 impinge against the blocks and se-

curely retain the blocks within the recesses of

the back plate,and,furthermore, said barsand
strips overlap the edges of the blocks and are
located over the ribs of the back plate, thus
concealing the edges of the blocks and ribs to
oive the plate a finished appearance. The
bars and cross-strips of the skeleton cover are
preferably formed V shape, and the edges are

i extended backwardly, as at 10, to form a

flange or rib which covers the edge of the
back plate. When assembled and ar ranged,

the inseription-plate may be secured to a bur-
ial-case in the usual manner.

~ The invention provides an insceription-plate
which ean be quickly arranged and adapted
for use and whereby the necessity of having
inscriptionsspecially made for eachisentirely

avoided. Furthermore, it is simple, attract-

ive in appearance, and mexpenswe in ¢on-

| struetion,

The invention is not to be understood as

Fig. 4 is a front view of the case or holder for | restricted to the details described, but may
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be varied without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, wha,t
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. An inscription-plate comprising the com-
bination with a holder having a plura,llty~of
recesses therein, a series of 1H8011b6d blocks

fitting snugly in sa,id recesses, and of uniform
thickness to form a straight surface, and flush

abutting edges and & skeleton OOVBl fitting
over sald holder and having strips overlymg
the edges of said blocks to eonceal the edges
of sald blocks, said cover ser ving also 1:0 re-
tain the blocks In sald recesses.

671,511

2. Aninser iption- plate comprising the com-
bination with a holder having a plurality of

recesses therein, a series of inseribed blocks
fitting snugly in said recesses, and of uniform

thickness to form a straight surface and flush

‘abutting edges and a skeleton cover fitting

over sa,ld holder and having suitable st,r1ps
overlying the edges of said bloeks to conceal
the edges of said blocks and said holder, said

cover servmﬂ' also to retain the blocksin said
recesses,
JOHN J. DE LACY.
Wltnesses

"FRED GERLACH
TorRIS H. ALFORDS.
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