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1o all whowv T8 may concerm: SR |

Be it known that I, JOHEN T. MCLEAN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Appa-
lachia, in the county of Wise and State of
Virginia, have invented new and useful Im-

provements in Clothes-Drying Apparatus, of |

which the following is a specification.

My invention relates tc means for drying:|

clothes, and contemplates the provision of a
simple and inexpensive clothes-drying appa-
ratns embodying a great length of line and
one in which the line may be readily ad justed
and tightened, so as to prevent sagging of the
same when the weight of clothes is imposed
thereon without the aid of clothes-props and
the like. | S |
With the foregoing in mind the invention
will be fully understood from the following
description and claims when taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, in
which— |
Figure 1 is a plan view illustrating my im-
proved apparatus in it8 proper operative po-
sition. Kig. 2is a broken sectional view illus-
trating a portion of one of the stationary sup-
ports and the pulley and brake device con-
nected thereto. Fig. 3 is a detail enlarged
section of a portion of the center piece of the

- apparatus, sald section being taken on the

30

line 3 3 of Fig. 1. |
A, A', and A® are upright supports, which
may be posts, tree-trunks, fences, buildings,

or the like. '
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B B are antifriction - pulleys, which are
mounted in suitable frames a, connected to
the supports A.

C is a hook connected to the support A'.

D is a pulley mounted in a frame b, con-
nected to the support A® which frame b is
provided with a binding or brake screw ¢, de-
signed to bear against the line and prevent
slipping thereof. | |

E isthe line, and F is the center piece, form-
ing part of my improvements. |

The center piece F preferably comprises a
flat circular body d and bifarcated arms e,
which extend radially from the body and are
designed to receive antifriction-pulleys G af-
ter the manner best shown in Fig. 3. In the
preferred embodiment of the invention the

.l

‘in one piece of suitable metal. Said body and
arms of the center piece may, however, be
formed of wood or other suitable material
without departing from the scope of my 55
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claims.

Inadjusting myimproved apparatustheline
E is fastened at one end to the hook C on the
support A’ and is then carried around one of
the pulleys G of the center piece, then around 6o
a pulley B on one of the supports A, then

“around a pulley B on another support A, then

around another pulley G on the center piece,
then around a pulley B on another support A,
then around a pulley B on another sapport A, 65

then around the remaining pulley Gof thecen-

ter piece, then around a pulley B on the re-

maining support A, then around the pulley D
on the support A® and then back to the start-
ing-point—rviz., the hook C. DBetfore the sec- 7o
ond end of the line is connected to the hook
C it is drawn taut between the pulley D and
the frame b thereof and is then secured against
slipping by turning the binding or brake screw
inwardly. With this done the second end of 75
the line is fastened to hook C and the appa-
ratus is ready for use. |
It will be appreciated from the foregoing

| that the center piece F'is connected to the sev-

eral supports grouped about the same through 8o
the medium of the line K and that when the
line is drawn taut, as described, the center
piece I is supported or suspended in mid-air

i thereby.

In lieu of arranging the line in the manner 3s
described and asshown by full lines in Kig. 1
it may be arranged after the manner shown
partially in full and partially in dotted lines
in Fig. 1, in which event two of the supports
A may be dispensed with. In such latter ar- go
rangement of the line it is fastened at one end
to the hook C on the support A’ and is then
carried around one of the pulleys G of the
center piece, then around a pulley B on one
of the supports A, asshown by full and dot- 95
ted lines, then around another pulley G of the
center piece, as shown partly in dotted and
partly in full lines, then around a pulley b on
another support A, as shown partly in full
and partlyin broken lines, thenaround there- 100
maining pulley G of the center piece, as shown

~body d and arms eof the center piece are cast l partly in dotted and partly in full lines, then
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~around a pulley B on the remaining support

_the hook C.

A, then around the pulley D on the support
A‘3 and then back to the startmﬂ'-pomt—wz :

I also desire it understood that
the line may be arranged in anysuitable man-

ner with reference to the center piece and sup-
- ports grouped about the same without depart-

- 1ng from the scope of my invention.
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- port a great weight of clothes without sagging
‘and permitting the clothes to drag oun the

It will be readily appreciated from the fore-
going that the line arranged as shown and
descrlbed may be readily adjusted and tight-
ened to such an extent as toenable it to sup-

ground. It will also be appreciated that my
improved apparatus affords a great length of

- line and is consequently adapted to support

20

~ plurality of antlfrmtwn pulleys arranged at |
3o intervalson the edgethereof,and aline adapt- |
" ed to be- passed around sald pulleys of the |

a large quantity of clothes, and, further, that
1t 18 adapted for use in small yards and at

places where supports are so arranged as to |
render difficult the stringing of an ordmary

line.

Having described my mventlou what I
claim, and desire tosecure by Letters Patent

is—
1. A elothes-drymg.apparatus, comprising |

a center piece adapted to be suspended orsup-
ported in mid-air, and having a body, and a

center piece and guides on supports grouped |

671,422

about the center piece so as to suspend or
support the latter in mid-air, substantlally as

‘specified.

2. A elothes—dryuw a,ppa,l atus comprising
a center piece made up of a body, arms ex-

tending radially from the body, and antifriec-

tion-pulieys mounted in the arms, supports

grouped about the center piece and provided

with antifrietion-pulleys, and a line stretched

‘between the supports and center piece and

passed around the pulleys thereof, so-as to

‘suspend the center piece, and havmcr its ends
fastened, substantially as specitied.

3. In a clothes-drying apparatus, a center

‘piece made up-of a body, arms extending radi-

ally from the body, and antifriction- pulley%

‘mounted in the arms, supports grouped about
‘the center piece, frames connected to the sup-
ports and carrying antifriction - pulleys, a

brake or binding screw mounted in one of the
frames, and a lme stretched between the sup-
ports and center piece and passed around the
pulleys therenf, and adapted to be secured by

$he binding or bmke screw, subsbantlally as

specified.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

‘my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

- J OHN T. MCLEAN.
Witnesses: )

- R. M. GREEN,
JAS. R. Tobpbp.
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