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To wil whom Tt may concermn:

Be it known that I, HENRY F. LIB'BY a citi- |

zen of the United detes and a resident of Bos-
ton, countyof Suffolk, State of Massachusetts,
have invented an Implevexnent in Mounts or
Cases for Natural-History S pecimens,of which
the following desellptlon in connection with

theaccompanying drawings, isaspeci fication,

IO

like characters on the dl&Wlnﬂ'S leplesentmﬂ'.

like parts.

This invention has for its object the pro-
duction of an effective convenient mount or
case for the support and preservation of va-

- rious objects or specimens of natural history
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or case embodying my invention.
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~enlarged perspective detail,
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whereby the same can be readily examined
and referred to and which can be produced

at a low cost.

Various devices have been proposed for
mounting natural - history specimens, on
which the specimens are supported and pro-
tected by a covering of glass; but such mounts
are very heavy and are Very expensive to

manufacture, so far as I am aware, so that

their use has been limited prmelpa,llyto large
instituntions and museums. A mount more
particularly devised for entomological speci-
mens comprises a slab or baekmﬂ' having a
depression for the body of the specimen and

a transparent covering; butsuch mounts are

not adapted for mounting general specimens
or objects of natural history. By my pres-
ent invention, however, I provide a cheap, at-
tractive, and effectwe mount which is adapt-
ed for prectleelly all kinds of natural-history
objects or specimens and which can be readily
manufactured. This mountis adapted for se-
curing and preserving dried specimens of the
most dehcate grasses, litchens, and mosses,

the specimens belnﬁr held in place on the bot-
tom or sides of the mount by wiring, or in

other manner if 1300 fragile for wiring, as will

be described.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a mount
Fig. 2 is
a cross-sectional view thereof; and Fig. 3isan
partly broken
out, of one corner of the mount

The mount embodying my invention con-
sists, essentially, of a back or bottom to sup-
port the object, raised walls surrounding said

back and butted against the edges ther'eof

!

e

=erial No. 16,405.

‘against each other,
A sheet of cloth, etnut paper, or other smt-

ot the walls.
through the back, or a plurality of holes are

(No model.)

together, a transparent top plate supported
on the walls, and a seal which retains the
plate in position and also prevents access of
airand moisture to the interiorof the mount,
the whole forming when complete a box-like
case. I prefer to make the back or bottom a
of plaster-of-paris or other suitable cheap

plastic material, formed into a slab of suitable
thickness—say from one-fourth to three-

eighths of an inch in thickness—and prefer-
ably rectangular in shape. Narrower slabs
or strips b of similar material and the same
thickness are cut to suitable length and
butted against the edges of the back and
as ShO wn in the drawings.

able flexible fabric ¢ is cemented to the under
surface of the back and brought up against
the external faces of the Wells as at ¢, and
preferably overlapped at the corners, as at
¢*, Fig. 8, which as the cement dries 'Ilf_l"htly

| biude the-beek and walls firmly together, the

binder being trimmed off flush with the tops
Ahole a/, Fig. 2, is then drilled

drilled, as may be necessary, and the speci-
men or specimens held in place on the npper
surface of the back by fine wire in loop forn,
as at 50. Instead of wiring the specimens,
especially if they be fragile, they can be held
in place by making a cavity in the bottom or
wall of the mount, refilling it with soft plas-
ter, and while the latter is plastic the speci-
men 1S pressed gently into it, so that when
the plaster hardens the specimen 1s securely
held in place. After the specimen is ar-
ranged properly a transparent plate g, Figs.

1 and 2, preferably glass, of a shape and size

COTY espondmﬂ' to the external outline of the
walls, is laid apon the tops of the latter and
suitably secured in place. This is conven-
iently and efficiently effected by cementing a
strip d of strong paper to the upper surface
of the plate ¢ and bending it down over the
edges of the plate and cementnnn* the down-
tulned por tions of the strip to the upturned
parts ¢’ of the binder, as at d’, Figs. 1 and 2,
and, if desired, the str:-lp can be emued be-
neabh the back and cemented, as at d?, Fig.
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2. Ithusobtain atightly- elesed box-llke case '

or mount which is eﬁfeetually sealed from the

means to hold said back and walls securely entrance of air or moisture, and the speci-
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men can be preserved indefinitely _a;nd ful-ly 1
protected, while at all times ready for careful

examination.

The mount, if the back and walls are made
of plaster-of-paris, is very light, yet strong
and durable, and even when made up in large
sizes can be readily handled and inspected.
For this reason and also because ot its cheap-
ness and ease of manipulation I prefer to em-
ploy plaster-of-paris or some other plastic
compound which when dry presents a hard
and close-grained body. |

The back and inside surfaces of the :Twalls’

may be tinted or.colored, as desired, to prop-
erly or more effectively display the specimen,
and the seal forms a neat and attractive fin-

ish, serving as a frame for the transparent top
plate. ,

The mount embodying my invention pos-
sesses another advantage—viz., the protec-
tion of specimens against parasitic action—
that is, a small opening can be readily drilled
in the back or wall and the compartment con-
taining the specimen fumigated, after which
any debris or any loose bits which may have

- become detached—such, for instance, as

grains of earthy matter or seeds in process of
growth—can be withdrawn through the hole,

. and the latter is then filled with soft plaster
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or closed by pasting a bit of paper over it.
It will be manifest that the mount herein

deseribed is thoroughly durable and will

maintain its shape and integrity under all

kinds of conditions to which it would be apt |

to be exposed, for the slab-like bottom and
side walls will not shrink, swell, warp or
twist, or discolor. | -

My invention is not restricted to the pre-

cise construction herein shown and described,
40 asthe same may be varied or rearranged with- |

671,396

out departing from the spirit a,nd scope of

my invention.

- Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— | ' | - | |

1. A caseormountfornatural-historyspeci-
mens and the like, comprising a rectangular
flat back or bottom, upturned, separate walls

butted against its edges and against each

other, said bottom or walls being made of

' slabs of plastic material, a flexible binder ce-

mented to the external faces of the bottom
and walls, to securely-hold said parts together,
a transparent plate forming the top of the
mount and supported on the walls, and a seal-
ing-strip cemented to the upper surface of
the plate Adjacent its edges and turned there-
over upon the walls and cemented in place,
to hold the plate in position and seal the case
from entrance of air or moisture.

2. In a sealed case or mount for natural

‘specimens and the like, the combination with

a back or bottom having an upper surface
adapted to receive and support a specimen;
of an inclosing and protecting box-like frame
for said back or bottom, and comprising up-
turned sides, a transparent plate forming the
top of the frame, a flexible binder secured to

said frame and adapted to hold the back or

bottom in place within the frame, and a seal-
ing-strip secured to the upper surface of the

‘transparent top at its edges and turned over
‘upon and secured to the sides of the frame.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses. .
HENRY F. LIBBY.

Witnesses:
ARTHUR A. LIBBY,
JOHN C. EDWARDS.

50

55

6o

70

75




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

