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JOHN W. GILBREATH, OF MIAMI, INDIAN TERRITORY. ASSIGNOR OT ONE.-
HALF TO SOLOMON B. DOBSON, OF SAME PLACE.

FRUIT-PICKER.

SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 671, 189 dated Aprll 2, 1901,

° Application filed April 10, 1900, Serial No, 12 369,

(No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JouEN W. GILBREAT]‘:'

a citizen of the Umted States, residing ab
Mlaml in the county of Peoma, Indian Ter-
ritory, have 1nveu‘red a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Fruit-Pickers, of which
the following is a specification.

My mventlon relates to . a new and useful

improvement in fruit-pickers, and has for its
object to provide a frmt-pmkel in which the

fruit can be plucked from the tree and con-

- veyed to the ground or to a receptacle with-
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out lowering the pleker or bruising the fruit.

With thls end in view this mventlon COI -
sists in the defails of construction and com-

bination of elements her einafter set forth and
‘then specifically designated by the claim.

In order that those skilled in the art to
which this invention appertains may under-
stand how to make and use the same, the con-

struction and operation will now be debm ibed
in detail,referring to the accompanying draw-
1ngs, fOI‘IIllI]'D‘ a part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 isan elevatlon of my fruit- pleker |

show ing the - ;]a,ws open about to grasp the
fruit. I‘1 2 1s an enlarged section showing
the Jaws closed and Fw 3 is a vertical sec-
tional view of a frawment of the statlonary
jaw.

In carrying out my invention as here em-
bodied, A represents a stationary jaw hav-
ing a cross-piece B at the top, the edge C of

| WhIBh 1s sharpened and forms acutting edge.

D 1s a movable jaw having a cross-piece E
at the top, the edge I being another cutting

edge. These two Jaws are pivoted towethel
by the cross-rod G, the jaw A being made
stationary with this cross-rod by meauns of the
collar H and the set-screw I. This eross-rod
Grafter passing through the jaws is bent back-
ward to apoint mldway between the two sides

of the jawsand is there turned downward and

secured In the handle J. This handle J is
made any suitable length or can be made ad-
justable, so that the jaws can be brought
within reach of the fruit upon any par t of the
tree.

Upon the outs1de of the movable jaw D is
secured a spring L. This spring L is coiled

about the cross-rod or pivot G, and the other |

1

end M of this spring is secured behind the re-
turn portion of the cross-rod . As will be
seen, the action of this spring will also tend

to hold the movable jaw D closed over the 3z

stationary jaw A.
Secured to any convenient point upon the"

‘movable jaw D isa rodor, what is more pref-

erable, a flexible cord or eham K. This con-

nection K passes through suitable guides in 60

the handle and exte_nds down to the lower
end of said handle. The purpose of this con-
nection K is that while grasping the handle J
with one hand the connection K can be pulled

with the other, thus opening the jaws, and 65

when the jaws thus opened are brought with-

in reach of the fruit, so that the said fruit
enters between the jaws, then the connection
K 1s released, when the spring will close the

In fruit-pickers now in use the fruit after
being severed from the tree either falls to the

located at a point near the ple@IS In the

Jlatter case the bag or receptacle is necessa-

rily small and can “hold but a small quantity

Jaw D, thus severing the fruit from the tree. 70
‘The movable jaw can be covered across the
back with the flexible netting N.

| crlound and 1s thereby liable to be bruised or 73
.lnutllabeti or 18 held in a bag or receptacle

of fruit, for the reason that it would become 8o

too heavy vo manipulate properly, so that it
has to be frequently lowered and emptied,
which consumes considerable time and en-

ergy. Toobviate both of these difficulties, I

provide a duct O, which is secured to the sta- 851

tionary jaw A and extends to a point near
the ﬂ*rouud The fruit after being severed
from the tree naturally falls within this duet
and passes down the same and is deposited
on the groundor in a receptacle provided for
the purpose. This duet O is preferably made

of flexible material, so that it will huﬂ' the

fruit passing ther 613111 ough, and thus retard
1ts movement to such an ehl}ent that the fruis

e

In passing therefrom will not be bruised or gg

mutilated by coming in contact with the
oround or the contents of the receptacle.
The advantages of my invention consist

chiefly in this duet O and in the simplieity of

construction of the picker in general.
Having thus fully Llescubed my mventmn
what I claim as new and uqeful 18—

LOQ
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In a frmt-pmker a sta,biona,ry jaw having
a cross-piece B at the top, a movable jaw D

having a cross-piece K, at the top, a collar H

-connected to the sta,tmncuv jaw, & uoss-md

G, fitting in the collar, a set-screw for bind-
ing the eolla*r to the md; said cross-rod after
passing through the jaw, being bent back-
ward to a point midway between the two sides
of the jaws, then turned down and connected

to the handle, a spring secured at one end |

outside of the movable jaw, coiled about the |

c¢ross-rod and having its lower end secured

back of the return portion of the emss;-rod
netting secured to the stationary jaw and a

ﬂemble connection secured to the movable 15
jaw as and for the purpose described.
In testimony whereot I have hereunto af-

fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
seribing wmnesses

JOHN W. GILBREATH

Witnesses:

D. W. COOTER,
.. W. MORRISON.
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