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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

ALLISON TEMPLETON, OF CORSICANA, TEXAS.

INDEX AND T RIAL- BALANCE.

. SPEGIFIPATION forming part of Letters P&tent No. 6'71 097, dated Ap111 2, 1901
Application filed October 23, 1900, SETIEL] No. 34,021, (Nomodel)

To all whom it mar j COTLCETTL:

Be it known that I, ALLISON TEMPLETON
a citizen of the Umt.ed States, residing at Cor-
sicana, county of Navarro,and State of Texas,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Indexes and Trial-Balances, of

~which the following is a specification. _
- My invention relates to a new and useful |
‘improvement in indexes and trial-balances,

and is designed more especially for card-in-
dex and loose leaf ledgers.

~ One object of my 1nven131011 is to provide a
trial-balance and index which will be com-
posed of a number of locse leaves adapted to

be bound between suitable covers, each one

of the leaves having vertical guideways
formed thereon which are adapted to guide
and hold spring-strips which can be sprung

in the guideways or removed therefrom very
easily and when in the guideways can be slid
up and down vertically. Hach one of these
spring-strips has retaining devices formed

- thereon which are adapted to hold in each

strip two slips of paper, the longer slip to

contain the name of the individual or firm

having accounts and on the shorter slip are

- put their daily balances, the credit in black
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ink and the deblt,balanceq in red ink. ‘These

short slips having the balances on are to be
removed and new ones inserted wherever the

accountchanges. The totals areto be placed
on the lowerslip of each page. When an ac-

“count is closed, the holder or spring-strip 1s

removed entnely, and when a new account 1s
added the holder is put in its proper alpha-
betical order.

A further object of my invention is to pro-

videin the binding of the leaves means where-
by the leaves can be pushed upward, the bot-

tom leaf being stationary, and each one from
there up to the top leaf can be pushed the
distance equal to the width of one of the
spring-strips farther than the one just below
it, so that it will make the totals at the bot-
tom of each page all in sight atthe same time,
so that they ean be readily added up.

With these ends in view this invention con-
sists in the details of construefion and com-
bination of elements hereinafter set forth
and then specifically designated by the claims.

In order that those Skllled 1n the art to

construetion and operation will now be de-
scribed in detail, referring to the accompany-
ing drawings, for ming a pmt of thls specifi-
eatwn in which—

qule 1 represents a cr oss-section of my
invenmon showing three leaves. FHig. 2 isa
sectional plan taken on the iine & of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a section taken on the line ¢ ¥ of
Fig. 2; Ifig.
way adapted to hold the spring-metal strips,
showing 011e of the strips sprung into posi-
tion; I‘lﬂ' , & sectional plan csmula,l to Fig.
2, %hOWlHﬂ" the leaves pushed up so as to
bri ing the totals all in sight.
Spectwe of the spring- meml holdm or strip,
showing one of the paper slips about to be
placed 1n position. Fig. 7 is a perspective
view of the paper slip adapted to contain the
names, and Fig. 8 a perspective view of the

paper shp adapted to contain the figures.

A represents the loose leaves, whleh are
a,uapted to be bound between the covers B and
C by means hereinafter described.
leaves have the usual weakened portions D
therein to facilitate the bending of the leaves
while being turned. |

KEis a metal plate having upon each side
the overturned lips e, which will thereby

form a guideway for the spring-str ips . This

metal plate E is secured to the leaf A by any
Sultable means, here shown as having retain-

ing-pieces E’ punched out of the metal piece

and bent down so as to pass through the leat
A and then bent over soas to retain the metal
plate Ein close contact with the leaf A. The
spring-strips F are made of spring material—
such asmetal, celluloid, silicate, or thelike—
and in punchmcr these strips out extensions
are left upon each side of the spring-strips.
These extensions are then bent upward and
slightly over, so as to form retaining-lips f,
f', and f~.

G represents paper sllps which are notched
at g upon each corner. These notches are for
the purpose of allowing one end of the slip G
to be slipped beneath the retaining-lips f and
the other end to be slipped beneath a portion
of the retaining-lips 1.

H represents a paper shp having notches )
formed in its corners, one end of which is

which this mventlon appertains ma,y under- | adapted to be slipped beneath a portion of the

4, a cross-section of the guide-

These

-T sta,nd how to make a,nd use the same, the
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Fig. 6 is a per-
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retaining-lips f', the other end adapted to he
slipped beneath the retaining-lips 72
reason of the notches in these paper slips this
will allow the edges of the slips, both G and
H, to come in contact with its neighbor. If
desired, the ends of the spring strip or holder
I can be bent over, as illustrated at F', and

this bent-over portion is adapted to fit be-

neath the lips e upon the metal plate E. The
names of the individuals or firms holding ac-
counts are adapted to be placed upon the

By |

I

paper slip  and their balances adapted to .

be placed upon the paper slips H. These
hames are supposed to be arranged alpha-
betically from the top of the page down.
These spring-strips F can slide vertically
within the guideways formed by the. lips e,
and the purpose of the sliding of these strips
Is that, for instance, in Fig. 2 we will sup-
pose that Roberts & Company’s acecount was
closed and there was an account opened with
a tirm whose name commenced with ““G,” the
spring-holder having ‘“ Roberts & Company”
thereon would be removed, and all the hold-
ers from below the slip having ““ Ford Broth-
ers thereon would be slipped downward and
new slips containing the name of the new firm
would be placed on the holder that was re-
moved, and this holder would be placed in
the vacant space left by sliding down the
aforesaid holders, and thus the ““ G” would be
in its proper place between the “F ” and ¢“J.”
Upon the bottom slip or holder of each page
1s placed the totals for that page. If there
were a number of leaves in the book and
the leaves were bound in the usual man-
ner as they are now, the total from each page

would have to be set down separately and
~ then all added together.

To overcome this
disadvantage, I secure in the lower cover B3
posts 1. These posts pass upward through
slots J, formed in the leaves ‘A, and pass
through the holes formed in the upper cover C.
Into the upperend of this postare screwed the
buttons K, which have flanges %, which are
larger than the posts and overlap the cover,
SO0 as to prevent the removal of the same. If
desired, means can be employed for locking

thiscover C upon the post by the usual keyand |

lock. (Not here shown.) The slots J, formed
throughthe binding end of the leaves A, are of
different lengths—that is, the lower leaf has
simply a round hole about the size of the post,
and this leaf remains stationary. The next
leaf above will have a slot to allow that leaf

to siide the distance of one of the spring

strips or holders F upward.
above will have a slot long enough to allow
that leaf to slide a distance equal to the width

671,097

To remove either of the paper slips from
any of the holders, it is simply necessary to
insert a knife-blade beneath the slip and so
raise it. To remove the spring-holders, you
can insert a knife-blade or the finger-nail be-
neath one of the retaining-lips " and so raise
this.

- Thespring-strips F, if desired, can be made
of celluloid, silicate, or the like, and need not
have the retaining-lips ' and f? thereon; but
the names and accounts can be written in
pencil upon the spring-strip F itself, and
when desired to change the account orto alter

the balance can be easily erased and other

writing substituted, or, if desired, the spring-
strips F can have the retaining-lips /' and 2

| the same as shown, and, instead of paper,

)

|

o opl—

|

celluloid or like material can be used for the
slips G and H and the names written thereon
In pencil and erased, as desired, or the long

slip &, confaining the names, can be made of"

paper and the account-slip H can be made of
celluloid or the like and the accounts written
in pencil, so as to be erased when desired.
When celluloid, silicate, or the like is used
for the slips, the writing would have to be
done in pencil, and then we could not desig-
nate the credit and debit by the use of red
ink. In this case we would make the portion
containing the figures longer, so as to rule it
for two columns, one being used for the debit
and the other for the credit balance.

In the drawings I have only represented
three leaves and only a few names upon each
leaf, so as to prevent too much repetition;
but it is obvious that any number of leaves
could be used, and the leaves may be long
enough to accommodate any number of slips,
although the most practical form for a book
would be, probably, ten leaves containing
fifty strips, thus allowing for five hundred
accounts to a book.

My index and trial-balance is adapted as
well to the old systems of bookkeeping as to
the loose-leaf and card systems; but for the
latter systems it furnishes the only practical
means ot obtaining an index and trial-balance
in one. - |

It is obvious that this invention may be
used for other purposes than the one herein
mentioned, such as room-records for hotels,
pay-rolls, &c.

I'he principal advantage of my invention
Is in & construction and method by which all
the accounts can be at all times kept in per-
fect alphabetical order easily, regardless of

The next leaf | how often the accounts change, old accounts

closed, or new ones are opened, and at the
same time always show the exact balance of

of two of the spring-strips F upward, and so | every account daily and a daily trial-balance

on. Thus it will be seen that when it is de-

sired to add up the totals upon each page the |

of the entire ledger.
A further advantage of my invention is the

leaves are all pushed up as far as they will | convenience and savingof time which is made
g0, and this will leave the bottom strip of

each page visible, when the different totals
can be added very conveniently.

possible by reason of my device for bringing
the totals of each page all in view at once.

This also reduces the chances of mistakes, as
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it is well known in bookl«:eepmw that every

‘time you have to rewrite a number you m-'.

crease the chances of a mlstake

Another advantage of my in Ventmn 18 that,
in constructing the SpPIHU“-Stl ipsasldo,either

when they eontam paper slips or the acmunts

are written directly upon the spring-strips

~ themselves, they will present an. unbroken

10

- 20

line of figures to view, as the strips will come

close ton*ethel w1thout anything intervening
between said strips to confuse the sight.
would, in fact, be nearly the same as if the

readily.
The main feature of. m},r mventwu is the

‘fact that the names and accounts are adjust-
~ed as to location on the page and are easily
moved in order to at all times. mamta,m aJl-_
phabetical arrangement. |

Of course I do 11013 wish to behmlted to the

exact construction here shown asslight modi-

- fications could be made wmhout depaltmﬂ‘{

from the spirit of my invention.
Having thus fully described my in ventlon
what I elalm as new and useful is— |

1. In an index and . trial- bal&nee,”loose |

leaves adapted to be held in asuitable binder,

- guideways formed upon the surfaces of said

| 3'0 leaves, removable spring-strips adapted to be-

- held and guided in said guideways, two slips,

upon one of which the names are adapted to

 be written, and upon the other the accounts,
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said slips adapted to be temovanly seemed

and carried by said spring-strips, and means
which will allow the leaves to be pushed up-

ward and stop the leaves at the proper point
so as to bring the bottom strips of each page

. all in view at once, sub&,ta,ntmlly as a,nd for
40 '

the purpose specified. |
2. In an index and trial - b&lance, ]oose

leaves adapted to be held in a suitable binder,
guideways formed upon the surface of said

leaves, removable spring-strips adapted to be

held and guided in said guideways, means

which will allow the leaves to be pushed up-
ward and stop the said leaves at the proper
point so as to bring the bottom strips of each
page all in view at once, %ubstantlally as (md
for the purpose speclﬁed

3. Inanindex and trial-balance, loose leaveg |
ﬂ'mdevays running lengthwise of said leaves |
and secured thereto spring-strips adapted to

be guided in said guideways and to be sprung
into and removed from sald guideways, re-

taining-lips formed on each of the spring- |
~ strips, slips adapted to be inserted beneath |

these retaining-lips and held thereby, two
covers adapted to protect these leaves, posts

Tt

figures were set down upon an undivided
sheet of papel and can be ddded up Jusb as_-

secured in one cover and adapted to paSS
through the leaves and be secured in the op-

.

6o

pomte cover,slots formedin theleavesthrough .

which the posts are ddapted to pass, the slots
through each leaf from the bottom upwmd to

be lonn‘el than the one below it so.as to allow

bottom strip of each leaf all in view at once,
substantially as and forthe purpose specified.

the leaves to be pushed upward to bring the

4. Inanindex and trial-balance, a loose leat '

adapted to be held in a smbable binding,
guideways running lengthwise of the leaf

and secured ther eto 1emovable sprlnf‘r strips
adapted to be held a,ud to be slid in said guide-
- ways, overturned retaining - lips fmmed in

pairs upon each end of the 5p11nu~-—su ip, over-

| turned retaining-lips formed upon each strip
in pairs at a pmnt intermediate between the

two ends, slips adapted to confain the name
of firmsorindividuals, notches for med in each

‘corner of said slips, S"Iﬂd slips adapted to be
inserted beneath the retaining-lips upon one
end of the spring-strip, and beneath the re-
| taining-lips formed apon the spring-strip be-
| tween the two ends, paper slips adapted to
contain the accounts having notches formed -
in each corner thereof, one end of which is
1 adapted to be inserted bﬂneath the retaining-
lips upon the other end of the metal th‘lpS
and the other end of this paper slip adapted
to be inserted beneath the wtalnmﬂ'-—hps be-

tween the two ends of the spring-strip, the

edges of these paper slips adapted to come

ﬂush with the edges of the sprmn*-stups SO

‘that each paper shp will come in contact with

its neighbor, substantially as and for the pur-
pose speclﬁed |
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5. In an index and trial- b&lance, a series of |

loose leaves adapted to contain the names
1'and accounts, two covers adapted to protect
these leaves, posts secured in one of these

covers adapted to pass through the said leaves

and have the opposite cover removably se-
. eured thereto, slots formed in the said leaves

through Wmeh the posts are adapted to pass,
the slots to be formed in such a manner and
of such a length that when the leéaves are
pushed upwald as far as they will go the to-

tals on the bottom of each page will be all
| visible at once, substantially as deseribed and

for the purpose specified.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-

fixed my signature in the presence Of ttwo sub-
SCr lbum wﬂnesaes - |

ALLISON TEMPLETON.

Witnesses:
HArOLD TALLEY,
- FRED FLEMING.
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