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1o all whom it may conceri.

Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM M. REID, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bish-
opville, in the eounty of Sumter and State of
South Carolina, have invented a new and use-
ful Hame-Fastener, of which the following is
A specification. |

Thisinvention is an improved construection
of hame-fastener, one object being to provide
a cheap and simple device which will do away
with the ordinary strap and fastener now in
use, and another object of the invention is to
provide a hame-tfastener which can be applied
to any of the hames now in use and one which
can be quickly and easily operated to fasten
or untfasten the hame, the fastening portion
being substantially automatie.

With these objectsin view myinvention con-
sists of two metallic straps or plates adapted
for connection to the ordinary hames, said
straps or plates being corrugated transversely
and adapted to rest one upon the other, one
of the said straps or plates being provided

with means for retaining the other in contact

therewith.
The invention consists also in providing a

spring connection for each member by means

of which 1t can be quickly and easily attached
to and detached from the end of the hame.
The 1nvention consists also in certain de-
tails of construction and novelties of combi-
nation, all of which will be fully deseribed
hereinafter and pointed out in the claims.
In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Kigure 1 is a perspective view of a
sel of hames provided with myimproved fas-

being detached from the hames for the pur-
pose of more clearly illustrating their con-
Fig. 3 1s a longitudinal sectional
view showing the position of the parts when

- the fastening members are interlocked. Fig.
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41s an inverted perspective view of one of the
fastening members. Fig. 5 is a detail per-
spective view of the spring for holding the
member to the hame. |

In constructing my hame-fastening I prefer
to make the fastening members A and B of
malleable iron, said members being essen-

. .- ol
|_. |7 S H ||| .
L=y " dadh
- H YL

and o.

Fig. 21is a perspective view of the fas-
tening members interlocked, said members

tially in the form of a thin narrow strip or

plate corrugated transversely, as shown at a

and b, said corrugations being'similar in size
and shape in order that said members may be
brought close together and lapped one upon
the other, as most clearly shown in Higs, 2
Kach member is curved, as shown at
C, in the form ot a hook 1n order to engage
the ordinary loops D, carried at the lower end
of the hames K, and in order to hold the said

-members fastened in said loops I employ a

locking-spring ¥, which is securely fastened
to the under side of each member by means
of rivets. The locking-spring If 1s bent back

upon itself, as shown at 7, and the end of the

spring is curved, as shown at /', in order to
form a ring with the hook C for the purpose
of retaining the member in connection with
the loop, and each member has a transverse
opening ¢ produced therein, through which
theend /' of thelocking-spring will pass when
the said spring is pressed upwardly or in-
wardly in order to fasten the member to the
loop D, the connection being substantially
the same as that of an ordinary snap-hook.
The edges of the members are provided with

projections o' and b, respectively, which are

bent down and toward each other to form
loops for engaging with the free portions of
the springs and holding their free ends in
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proper position relatively to the hooks C. One

of the members, and-in the present instance

the left-hand member A, is provided with a

locking bail or buckle H, preferably formed

from a single piece of wire and made essen-
tially rectangularin shape, said bail or buckle
being rfastened to the member by slitting said
member longitudinally, as shown at a® and
striking up the side portions in a direction
opposite to the corrugations of the body por-
tion at that point, thereby producing bear-
ing-openings for the buckle or bail to turn in.

To maintain the said buckle or bail in its

proper relative position, particularly when
the two members are being brought together,
1 provide said buckle or bail with a central
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tongue i, which may be formed by bending

~one of its ends laterally and is.adapted to rest
within an opening a® produced in the cen-

| ter of the member A, said opening being of 100
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such size and shape as to permit the buckle
or bail to fall toward the outer end of the
member A, as shown in full lines in the draw-

ings, but to limit its movement toward the
inner end, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4.

By means of this construction the member B

~can be inserted beneath the bail or buckle
~and then slid or moved over and upon the
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member A as far as desired, and as soon as
the moving pressure is removed the back-
ward tendency of the member B will cause
the baill or buckle to be thrown toward the
outer or free end of 1ts member and will cause
the same to bind into the corrugation of the
member B, thereby securely locking the same
automatically upon the member A.

It will thus be seen thatin order to fasten the
hames provided with my improved construec-
tion of fastening device it is only necessary to

insert the free end of the member B beneath
‘the locking buckle or bail, slide the members
together, and the hames are fastened, as the
‘moment the pressure is removed the locking

baill or buckle will be thrown into its 1oeked
position and it will be impossible for the mem-
bers to slide one upon the other. Whenever
1t 1s desired to unfasten the members, the

bail 1s moved back a short distance, and the

member B ean then be easily withdrawn while
the bail is held in this position. In order to
detach the members from the hame-loops, it
is only necessary to press the spring inwardly
and unhook the strap or plate from the loop.

While I have stated that myimproved fas-
tening members are preferably constructed
of malleable iron, it will of course be under-
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stood that they may be made of stout sheet
metal. |

Having thus fully descrlbed my 1nven’r10n
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Lietters Patent, is— -

1. A hame-fastener composed of two mem-
bers, the inner ends of which are adapted to
be secured together and the outer ends are
each perforated and curved to form a hook
the edges to the rear of the perforation being
provided with projections bent to form a loop,
and a spring bent upon itself and having one
end rigidly secured to the member and the
other end curved to form a ring with the hook
and adapted to pass through the perforations
of the member, the main portion of the spring
being adapted to engage with the loop of the
hame when in its normal position sabstan-
tially as described.

2. A hame-fastener composed of two mem-
bers, corrugated transversely and adapted to
be placed in contact with each other with
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their corrugations interlocking, one of said

members havmg a bail pivoted thereto,
through which the other member passes, and

formed with a perforation, and a centrally-

disposed tongue carried by said bail and en-

gaging in said perforation, said baill serving
to hold the corrugated members in a locked

position by being swung over one of the cor-
rugations, substantially as described.

WILLIAM M. REID.

Witnesses:
VERNON H. SCARBOROUGH,
G. O. ROGERS.
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