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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, JouN KELLER and
RICHARD TITSWORTH, citizens of the United
States, residing at El Paso, in the county of
El Paso and State of Texas, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in En-
velops; and we do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, ¢lear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention has relation to envelops and
kindred wrappers or jackets for written com-

munications, missives, and such matter as is
usually transmitted through the mails, the

purpose being greater privacy and safety,
ready detection of unwarranted liberty with
the communication,and to enable the envelop
to be readily opened by the recipient.

For a full description of the invention and

. the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl-
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edgeof thedetails of construction of the means
for effecting the result reference is to be had
to the following description and drawings
hereto attached. .

While the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of the invention are necessarily sus-

ceptible of modification,still the preferred em-

bodiment of the invention is illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of the blank from
which the envelop is formed. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view showing the blank partly folded.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the envelop
folded and sealed. Fig.4isa transverse sec-
tion about on the line X X of Fig. 3.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to 1n the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

Theblank from which the envelop is formed
comprises the front 1, back 2, end flaps 3 and
4, and the closing-flap 5, the end flaps being
adapted to fold upon the front, the back 2
npon the end flaps, and the closing-flap 5 over
the front, as indicated most clearly in Fig. 3.
The back 2 has its end portions indented, as
shown at-6, and the parts bordering upon the
indentations or ¥-shaped spaces 6 are con-
nected by a neck portion 7, which overlies

the overlapped terminals of the flaps 3 and 4 | doubled upon itself and forced into the slits :

{ when the blank is folded. The indentatiohs

or spaces 6 conform approximately to the out-
iIine of the end flaps 3 and 4 and are of less
siz®, s0 as to provide marginal portions to
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overlap the edges of the said end flaps to

which they are gnmmed or joined by mueci-
lage or kindred cementing composition. By
having the back 2 indented at its ends, as
shown at 6, a minimum amount of material
may be employed in the construction of the
envelop and the difficulty of opening the same
isincreased. DBy having the back 2 fold upon
the end flaps an envelop of neat appearance
18 provided,and it is difficult to open the same
by steaming or other ways usually resorted

| to by unserupulous parties for opening com-
munications, thereby providing a greater safe-

guard and discouraging the nefarious prac-
tice of prying into communications of a pri-
vate or business nature. | |
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The closing-flap 5 is provided at one end
with a tongue 8, gummed at its extremity

~upon the reverse side to the gummed or seal-

ing edge. 'This tongue 8 is adapted to pass

- through a slit 9, formed in the front 1 adja-

cent to the corner thereof. The slit 9 and
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tongue 3 are located at the upper right-hand

corner of the envelop and in correct position
to recelve the stamp 10, by means of which
the security of the envelop is inereased.

When sealing the envelop after the commau-

nication has been placed therein, the closing- -

fiap 5 is folded over the open edge and upon
the front 1 and is caused to adhere thereto
by moistening the gummed edge. The ter-

minal of the tongue 8 has the gum applied
‘thereto moistened, after which the free end

portion of the tongue is thrust through the
slit 9 and becomes gummed to the front upon
the inner side, thereby preventing tampering
with the contents of the package.
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After the

stamp has been placed in position the joint

is rendered doubly secure and opening of the -

envelop without detection aliost or entirely
prevented.

-

One of the end flaps, as 3, is provided inits = =
extremity with parallel slits 11, which flare- .0
at thelr outer ends to facilitate the entrance -~ . .. .=
thereinto of the opening cord or strand 12..
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An end portion of this cord or strand 12 is- .
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- 11, after which the cord or strand is passed

- parts 1land 2.
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along an edge portion of the flap 3.to a corner
of the front 1, thence along the fold between

said front and the back 2. A retaining-flap

13 is provided at the inner edge of the flap 3,

adjacent to the corner of the front 1, and folds

over the cord or strand 12 at this point, so as

to retain the cord in the fold between the

site corner of the envelop, as shown at 122,
to be grasped when it is required to open the
envelop.
12 adjacent the slits 11 underlies the main
portion of the cord and is cemented thereto
and to the flap 3 by a small portion of gum
or kindred cementing substance. W hen the

blank from which the envelop is formed is |
folded, the end portion of the strand or cord |

12 adjacent the flap 3 is confined between the
latterand the overlapping gummed por bion of
the back 2, as indicated in Fig. 2.

The cordis of sufiicient length
to leave a small portion project at the oppo-

T'he extremity of the cord or strand
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Having thus descmbed the mventwn what
is clmmed as new is—

An envelop comprising a lfront having end
flaps and having slits in the outer terminal
portion of one of the flaps and having a re-
taining-flap at the inner edge of the slitted
flap adjacent the corner of the envelop, in
combination with an opening cord or strand

‘having an end portion fitted into the slits of

the end flap and confined at one corner of the
envelop by the aforementioned retaining-flap
and pro;]e(,tlno* a short distance from the op-
posite corner of the envelop to be grasped

when 1t is required to open the envelop, sub-

stantla,llv as set forth.
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN KELLER. L. 8. ]

RICHARD TITSWORTII "[L. S. |
W1tnesses

J. M. HURD,

A. D. WooDs.
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