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UNITED STATES PATENT

UFFICE.

WARNER L. VESTAL, OF SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA.

LETTER-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 670,825, dated March 26, 1901.
Application filed September 17, 1800, Serial No. 30,357, (No model.)

1o all whom it may corncern:

Be it known that I, WARNER L. VESTAL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at San
Bernardino, in the county of San Ber) nardino
and State of California, have invented new
and usefnlImpmvements in Letter-Boxes, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention 1elates to letter-boxes de-
signed for street use; and one object of the
mventmn 18 to utlhze the street letter-box as
an indicator or mediam for displaying infor-
mation, notices, &e.

A further obJect of the invention is to pro-
vide means whereby the opening of the door
of the box will automatically operate indicat-

ing devices.

The construction of the 1mprovemenb will
be fully described hereinafter in connection
with the accompanying drawings, which form
part of this specification, and i’us novel fea-
tures will be defined in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in per-
spective of a letter-box embodying the inven-
tion. Fig. 2 1s a horizontal section thereof.
Kig. 3 is a vertical section of the box looking
toward the front thereof, and Fig. 4 is a de-
tail perspective view showmﬂ' a pormon of the

endless carrier which receives indicating- |
cards.

KFig. dillustrates a modification of the
transverse strip for holding the cards.

The reference-numeral l designates the
box, the general contour of which is similar
to those In common use and having the usual
pivoted and weighted cover 2. The front 3
of the box is formed with an elongated slot 4,
through which are successively exposed indi-
cat1HW-ca1 ds 9, detachably secured to an end-
less carrier eompnslnfr endless sprocket-
chains 6 and 7, connected by transversely-ar-
ranged strips '8 and 9, (preferably of sheet
metal ,) bent to U shape in eross-section cmd
0pp051bely disposed, as best shown in Fig. 4,
to serve as guides or grooves for the detach-
able label cards orslips 5. The endless chains
6 and 7 pass over sprocket-wheels 10 and 11,
mounted upon parallel shafts 12 and 13, sup-
ported in bearings formed in parallel stand-
ards 14 and 15, secured to the inner side of
the front of the Dox. From each of the strips
3 projects a curved finger 16, adapted to be
struck by the beveled head 17 on the end of
a bell-crank lever 18, fulerumed on a stud 19,

—_ = — =M., ., .

| projecting from the front of the box.

| weather forecasts.

The
short arm of the lever 18 is connected by a
link 20 to an arm 21, projecting from the gate
or door 22, hinged to the bottom of the b{)‘{
said link belng pivotally secared to both the
lever and arm. A thumb-nut 23, fitting upon
the threaded stud 19, secures the 'bell-emnk
lever upon said stud.

Below the slot 4 in the front of the casing
is a rectangular frame 24, adapted to receive
a card or strip of paper 25, containing printed
Three sides of thc frame
are fixed to the front of the box; but the
fourth side of said frame is formed by a flange

vertical guide 29. 'This plate 27 is connected
by means of a link 30 with an arm 31, pro-
jecting from the door 22 below the arm 21.

By the construction above described it will

be apparent that the opening of the door 22

will, through the medium of the link 20 and

bell-crank lever 18,revolve the carrier to move
one of the cards 5 away from the slot and pre-
sent the next card opposite said slot.

medium of the link 30, move the plate 27 out-
ward, thus moving the end 26 of the frame

away from the fra,me to permit the card 25 to

be replaced by a new one, if desired.
The endless carrier is inclosed by a door 32,
hinged at one side to the standard 14 and

pI‘OVlded at the opposite side with a hinged

flap 33, which is formed with a slot through

The
opening of the door 22 will also, through the
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| or bend 26, projecting from a plate 27, sup-
ported movably in parallel horizontal guide--
ways 28, connected at their outer ends by a
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which extends a staple or loop 34, projecting -

from the standard 15. 'This door, together
with the standards 14 and 15, incases the

endless carrier and the cards or labels affixed

thereto, thus preventing the carrier from com-
ing in contact with the contents of the box.

The front of the box is also provided with
frames 35, 36, and 37, adapted to receive no-
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tices giving the mtes of postage, fees for
money—orders or other information or adver-

tising matter.

mometer. At each side of the upper frame

36, in the front of the box,isa circular open-
mg 39, within one of which is SUppmted a
clock 40 while the other is adapted to receive =~ = -
| a scale-dial 41, having a pointer 42, connected . .. .-

.:.'. I||_i

Belowtheframe35isarranged
a fla,me 33, within which is supported a ther- -
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with a standard 43, which projects through
the top of the box and supports a scale-plat-
form 44 for weighing mail-matter.

The utility and convenience of the box con-
structed as above described are obvious, and
the automatic changing of the notices of the
hours of collecting by the opening of the door
by the carrier or collector is a feature of im-
portance. |

I claim— |

1. Thecombination with aletter-box formed
with an opening in one of its walls; of an end-
less carrier arranged within the box provided
with projections; and means for moving said
carrier, comprising a lever adapted to con-
tact with said projections, and a link connec-
tion between said lever and the door of the
box. |

2. Thecombination with a letter-box formed
with an opening; of a carrier consisting of
endless chains, and transverse strips connect-
ing the chains provided with projections;
means for revolubly supporting said chains;
and means for moving said carrier by the
opening of the door of the box comprising a
lever adapted to strike said projections.

3. Thecombination with a letter-box formed
with an opening for the exposure of notices;
of parallel horizontal shafts supported with-

in the box; sprocket-wheels on said shafts;
endless chains onsaid sprocket-wheels; trans- |

verse strips connecting said chains, and pro-
vided with projecting fingers; a bell-crank
lever having a projection adapted to strike
sald fingers successively; and a connection
between said lever and the door of the box.

4, The combination with a letter-boxformed
with an opening for the exposure of notices;
of parallel standards supported on the inner
surface of the front wall of the box; hori-
zontal shafts mounted in bearings formed
in said standards; sprocket- wheels on said
shafts; endless chains passing around said

“sprocket-wheels; transverse strips connect-

ing said chains and adapted to support cards
or labels and provided with projecting fin-
oers; and means for moving saild chains by
the opening of the door of the box consisting
of a lever having a projection adapted to
strike the fingers.

- 5. The combination with a letter-box; of a
frame arranged thereon adapted to receive a

card or label; a movable plate supported on

said box and forming a part of said frame;
and a connection between said plate and the
door of the box.

- In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

WARNER L. VESTAL.

Witnesses: |

| JAMES FLEMING,
H. L. DREW.
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