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To all whom it maly CORCert:

Be it known that I, WALTER HENRY SHIN-
DLER, a subject of the Queen of Great Brit-
ain, and a resident of the city of New York,
(West New Brighton, borough of Richmond,)
in the county of Richmond and State of New
York, haveinvented a newand Improved De-
vice for Creasing, Pressing, and Stretching
Trousers,of which the followingisa full,clear,
and exact description.

The purpose of the invention is to provide
a device which will press, erease, and stretch
trousers and hold them for any length of time
under treatment and Lo so construct the de-
vice that it may be suspended from a support
or lie upon a support and be compactly folded
when not in use.

Another feature of the invention is to pro-
vide means for attaching the pressing and
creasing members of the device 1n such posi-
tion that the ftrousers may be conveniently
and leisurely placed in position fortreatment,
which retaining mediums may be quickly dis-
engaged from the pressingand creasing mem-
bers, permitiing the said members to anto-
matically and almost simultaneously assume
a pressing and creasing position upon the
trousers.

The invention consists in the novel eon-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Referenceis tobe had to theaccompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 1m-
proved device folded. FKig. 21isafront eleva-
tion of the device, illustrating a pair ot trou-
sers held in the device. Fig. 3 is a rear ele-
vation of the deviece and the trousers con-
tained therein. Fig.4 is a transverse sec-
tion taken practically on the line 4 4 of Kig.
2: and Fig. 5is a section taken substantially
on the same line, illustrating the parts of the
device in position to receive a pair of trou-
Sers. |
Two back boards 10 and 11 are employed,
which back boards are of suitable length and
width. The back boards are connected at
the top by a bail 12 of any description and

are further connected directly at the top by |
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a hook and eye 13 and 14, the hook, for ex-
ample, being pivoted on the board 11 and the
eye being secured to the board 10. In the
operation of the device these back boards are
made to diverge in direction of their lower
ends, as shown in Fig. 3, and these back
boards mmay be spread apart at theirlower por-
tions to any necessary extent and held thos
apart by means of a locking device, which
usually consists of a bar 135, pivoted to the
back board 11, having teeth 16 at its free end
arranged toengage with a keeper 17 or a sta-
ple secured upon the back board 10.

T'wo front or pressing boards 18 and 19 are
employed, which boards 18 and 19 serve also
to crease the trousers A, placed in the device.
The outer longitudinal edges of these pressing
or creasing boards 18 and 19 are usually

placed some distance inward from the outer

longitudinal edges of the back boards 10 and
11, so that strong spring-hinges 20, which are

employed to connect the pressing and creas-

ing boards 18 and 19 with the back boards 10
and 11, may be secured to the front faces of
the back boards near their longitudinal edges
and to the outer faces of the pressing or creas-
ing boards. These springs 20 are so con-

 structed that they normally force and hold

the said members in close contact with the

front faces of the back boards 10 and 11 and

in contact with the portions of the trousers A,
located between the front boards and back
boards. |

In orderto place the trousers in position in
the device, it is necessary that the combined
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pressing and creasing boards 18 and 19 shall

be raised and given an outward inclination

in opposite directions, as shown in Fig. 5, and
when the pressing and creasing boards are
placed in the position just named they may
be so held by hooks 22, attached to the longi-
tudinal edges of the back boards, which hooks
are adapted to enter eyes 21, located upon
what are the front faces of the pressing or
creasing boards18and 19. To facilitate plac-
ing the pressing and creasing boards in the
position just described, recesses 23, as shown
in Figs. 4 and 5, are made in their underfaces
at, their inner longitudinal edges to permit
the fingers to be introduced beneath the said
boards.

When the device is opened, as shown in

QO

95

| gols




10

L5

20

=

Fig. 5, the trousers are properly folded and
laid upon the front faces of the back boards
10 and 11, with the waistband downward and
below the lower edge of the device, as shown
in Figs. 2 and.3. After the trousers have
been smoothly laid in position the hooks 22
are disengaged from the pressing and creas-
Ing boards 18 and 19, whereupon the springs

20, connected with said boards, immediately

act to force said boards to an engagement
with the outer face of the trousers-legs, press-
ing the said legs particularly at their front
and rear edges, thus forming a perfect crease,
and the trousers may be laterally stretched,
S0 as to take out any bulging at the knee or
other like defects, by spreading the back
boards 10 and 11 apart, as heretofore stated,
and finally the trousers are-streteched manu-

‘ally 1n a longitudinal direction, so as to ren-

der the parts within the device particularly
smooth.

The trousers may be left in the device for

~any length of time, and even when they have
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been in the device but a short time when
removed they will be found to have been
pressed, stretched, and properly creased.

The device 1s exceedingly simple, durable,
and economic and may be expeditiously and
conveniently manipulated, and when not
needed the back boards may be folded one on
the other, the pressing and ecreasing boards
remainingfolded on the back boards,asshown
in Fig. 1. -

H&vlnﬂ' thus described my mVentIon 1
claim as new and desire to secure by LGBLE}IS
Patent—

- 1. In a device for pressing, creasing and

stretching trousers, the combination, with
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 back members, a bail connecting said mem-

bers at their upper ends, an auxiliary con-
necting device located at the upper portions
of said back members, and a spreading de-
vice located at the lower portion of the said
back members, of pressing and creasing mem-
bers placed longitudinally upon the front
faces of the back members, strong spring-
hinges connecting the pressing and creasing
members with the outer edge portion of the
back members, hooks attached to the side
edges of the back members, and keepers car-
ried by the pressing and creasing members,
arranged to receive said hooks, whereby the
pressing and creasing members may be held
at an angle to the back members when an ar-
ticle 1S to be placed in the device, for the pur-
pose specified.

2. A trousers stretching and pressing de-
vice, comprising two back or body boards, a
bail connecting the two boards with each
other,pressing-boards hingedly carried on the
back boards, springs supported on the back

boards and engaging the pressing-boards to

hold them against the back boards, means for
holding the pressing-boards in open position
against the tendencies of the springs, and a
lock-bar working between the two back boards
and serving to hold them spread apart, for
the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed mv
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WALTER HENRY SHINDLER.

Witnesses:
J. FRED. ACKER,
JNO. M. RITTER.
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