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EDWARD H. BLOSSOM, OF ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT.

RAILWAY-CAR.

| SPECIFICATION forming part of Tetters Patent No. 670,529, dated March 26, 1901.
| Application filed I‘ehrua,ry 5, 1900, Serial No. 4,138, (No model.) |

To all whom it may concerw: |

Be it known that I, EDWARD H. BLOSSOM,
a citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Johnsbury, in the county of Caledonia and
State of Vermont, have invented a new and

“useful Railway-Car, of which the following1s

a specification.
My-invention relates to improvements in

railway-cars in which a suspended platform

is earried very near the track; and the ob-
jects of my improvements are, first, to pro-
vide a platform running very low and near
the track to carry large objects, and, second,
to provide meansof adjusting the platform to
conform to the shape of the load. I attain
these objects by the mechanism illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of the car, showing

the supporting mechanism. Fig. 2 is a plan
showing the pit or opening in the car-plat-
form. | - S
Similarletters refer tosimilarparts through-
out the several views. | _
The car is of the ordinary platform or open-
deck type, through the middle of which a lon-
gitudinal opening is made, this opening being
as large as the capacity of the car will admit
or the size of the load require. On top of the
car platform or deck and on each side of the
it are placed the supporting-timbers or gird-
ers f f f f, through which and the deck of the

 car pass the supporting-rods b b b b. The
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stirrups or trusses c ¢ ¢ are supported at both
ends by the rods b b b and are carried cross-
wise of the car and also of the pit or opening.

In Fig. 1 the load is indicated by dotted
lines at ¢ as resting on these stirrups. The

rods b b b are provided with long screw-

threads and nuts at the upper ends, by means
of which their lengths may be adjusted to

correspond, so that each truss. or stirrup will |

be made to carry its part of the load. Tt will
readily be seen that by having the load thus

evenly distributed on the car it will be car-

ried much steadier than it would otherwise.

The supporting-timbers f f f are held in place
by the rods b b b only, this arrangement of
fastening being for convenience of removal.

When it becomes necessary to remove the

supporting-timbers, the car-platform can be
cleared by removing the supporting-rods only,

leaving the supporting-timbers free to come

off and the deck of the car clear, when pieces
of flooring being inserted over the opening of
the pit the car becomes available for the com-

‘mon uses to which this class of cars-1s put.

The stirrups or trusses c are provided with

'braein-g-ba,rs d, fastened to their under sides

and extending with them across the pit.

. T am aware that pit-cars have been in use
prior to my invention. I therefore do mnot
claim this combination broadly; but
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What I do elaim, and desire to secure by ' |

Letters Patent, is— |
1. In a railway-car, the combination of a

deck or floor provided with a pit or opening

for carrying large articles, with adjustable
supports for the same,together with the means
for adjusting the supports to the load, sub-
stantially as set forth. | | |

2. The combination in arailway-car having
a central pit or opening, of longitudinal and
detachable supporting-timbers and adjust-
able and detachable supports for the load,
carried by said longitudinal timbers, substan-
tially as set forth and for the purpose speci-
fied. "

EDWARD H. BLOSSOM.

Witnesses:
C. A. ROBINSON,
GEOo. W. CREE.
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