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To all whom. it may concern:
Be it known that I, PATRICK J. HIGGINS, a

citizen of the United States, residing at New

Vienna, in the county of Clinton and State of
Ohio, haveinvented new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Devices for Decapitating Poultry,

- of which the following is a specification.
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This invention relates to a new and im-

proved device for decapitating poultry; and
its primary objecvis to provideadevice which

18 simple and durable in construction, cheap

to manufacture, and-efficient in use.
A further object is to provide means where-

by the head of the fowl may be held firmly

in position while the knife is being used.

T'o these ends the invention consists in the
novel construction and combination of parts
hereinafter more fully described and elaimed,
and 1illustrated in the accompanying draw-
inge, showing the preferred form of my in-
vention, and in which—
| Flgure 1 is a side elevation. Fig. 2 isatop
plan view; and Kig. 3 is a section on line z =z,

Fig. 2.

Referring to said figures by numerals of
reference, 1 is a base upon which are secured
two similar standards 2, preferably formed of
sheet metal and recessed in their upper
edges at the center, as shown at 3. A knife-
blade 4 is pivoted between these standards
at 5 and extends across the recess 3, termi-
nating in a handle 6. The standards are
preferably secured at the proper distance

from each other by means of rivets or bolts

7, a8 shown. Secured to the base at a point

below and adjacent to the recess 3 is a wire

3, preferably wedge-shaped in elevation, and
extends at an melme from the base and pref-
orably secured thereto in any suitable man-
ner, as by means of a nail or bolt 9. This de-

_viee is preferably formed in one piece, and

.......
.........................

T do not 1eetr10t myself to the use of wire, as,

if desired, the same may be formed of any
other deswed material.

The knife-blade 4 may be of any desired
form and material and may be formed inte-
gral with or separate from the handle 6.

When it is desired to decapitate a fowl, the
knife 18 raised and the head placed between
the arms of the wire 8, which will firmly hold
the samein position. Theneckisthen placed
within therecess 3 and the knife swung down-
ward upon its pivot 5.
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It will be seen that by 61]]];)10}1112‘ this de-

vice the head will be firmly held in position
and quickly severed.

In the foregoing deeerlptlon 1 have shown__
‘the preferred form of my invention; but Ido

not limit myself thereto, as I am aware that
modifications may be made therein without
departing. from the spirit or saecrificing the
advantages thereof, and I therefore reserve
the right to make such changes as fairly fall
within the scope of my mvenmon

Having thus described my invention, what

Patent, is—
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters -

The combmemon with a base having cut-

ting mechanism thereon comprising recessed
uprights and a cutting-knife pwoted therebe-
tween, of a wedge- sha,ped holder secured to
the base endiuelined away from the uprights,
said holder being formed in one piece, a loop
in the center thereof, and means within said
loop for securing the holder to the base.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

PATRICK J. HIGGINS.

Witn esse_e ;
W. M. INGOLD,
JOHN W. TUTWILER.
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