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To all whom it may CONCer: .

" Be it known that I, MARION S. CROSS, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Denver, in the county of Arapahoe and

State of Colorado, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Clothes-Retalin-
ers for Clothes-Lines; and I do declare the
following to be s full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being

had to the accompanying drawings, and to

the figuresof reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
clothes-retainers for clothes-lines, more espe-

~ ¢ially intended for use in connection with
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mounted on the part 6.

clothes hung out to dry after washing. It
may, however, be advantageously employed
in other relations.. | -
The invention will now be described in de-
tail, reference being made to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which is illustrated an em-
bodiment thereof. o '
In the drawings, Figure 1 1s. a perspective

" view showing the clothes-line with my im-

proved device in use. Fig. 2isa perspective
view of the device shown in detail. Fig. 31s

an enlarged section taken through the lower
30 b

art of the device,showing the supported ar-
ticle in place. Fig. 4 is a perspective view
illustrating the device shown in a different
position from that shown in Fig. 2. Iig. o
is a front elevation showing still another po-
sition. Fig. 6 is a section similar to Kig. 5,
the supporting device being given an addi-
tional turn or econvolution. . -
The same reference characters indicate the
same parts in all the views. | |
My improved device is preferably formed
of wire, and consists of three parts—namely,
the yoke 5, the depending U-shaped part 6,
connected with the yoke by eranks formed in
the part 6, and the locking-piece 7, movably
The yoke 5 18 pro-
vided with an eye 5*,formed in its central part,
through which the supporting rope or wire
line 8 passes.
in the wire so arranged as to cause the coil
to grip the line asthe weight of the supported
clothes acts thereon. Asshown in the draw-

This eye is formed by a coil |
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‘of the part 6.

ings, the yoke slopes slightly downwardly

from the eye in both directions, as shown at
5¢, to the bends 5% from which points arms 5%
lead downwardly and terminate in eyes 5",
whiceh form bearings for the double eranks 62
Each crank terminates at its
outer exiremity in a handpiece 6°. IFrom
the inner arms of the cranks a short horizon-
tal part extends inwardly, as shown at 69,
and from these parts 6% arms 6% lead down-

wardly and are. connected by a horizontal

part 61. The locking-piece 7 terminates in
eyves 7*, formed by bending its extremities in
opposite directions around the arms 68, upon
which the part 7 slides freely. _

In using the device one of the parts 6°1s
grasped by one hand of the user and the part
6 turned to either of the positions shown in
Figs. 4and 5, and while held in either of these
positions the corner or other part of the gar-
ment or article to be supported is passed over
the part 6, and while held in this position by
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one hand the part 6 is turned with the other

hand. If thearticle to be supportedis heavy,
a half or three-quarter turn of the part 6 will
be sufficient, in which event the said part 1s
turned. until it reaches the position shown in
Fig. 2, when the piece 7 drops down and the
weight of the garment or article pulling down
upon it causes it to grip the article tightly.
(See Fig. 3.) If the article to be supported
by the device has but little weight compara-
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tively, it is advisable to give the part 6 an |

| additional turn or revolution in order to fas-
ten it beyond possibility of accidental re-

moval. This arrangement is illustrated in
Fig. 6. In order to remove the article, it 1s
only necessary that the turning movement of
the part 6 be reversed. In the explanation

| heretofore given it is assumed that the part 6
is turned in a direction away from the user.

Anynumberof these devices may be strung

mally readily movable. When, however, the

articles or garments are placed in position,

their gravity causes the devices to grip the

line and maintain themselves in the adjusted

The adjacent corners of two arti-

position.
be held by the same de-

cles or garments may

vice, as in the case of an ordinary clothes-pin.
My improved devices are always in place
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upon the line, being preferably made of gal-
vanized wire or other material not liable to
rust or corrode.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I ¢laim is— | |

1. The combination with a supporting-line,
of a clothes-retainer comprising a voke mov-
able on said line and provided with depend-
ing arms, a depending iJ-shaped part jour-
naledin the yoke-arms, and of less width than
the yoke to allow it to turn in the latter, and
a locking device slidably mounted on the
arms of the U-shaped part.

2. The combination with a supporting-line,
of a clothes-retainer comprising a yoke hav-
ing an eye formed in its central portion
through which the line passes, said eye con-
sisting of a coil arranged to grip the line as
welght is applied to the yoke, a U-shaped
part Journaled in the yoke-arms, and of less

width than the yoke to allow it to.turn in the.

latter, and a locking-piece slidably mounted
on the arms of the tJ-shaped part.
3. In a clothes-retainer, the combination of

& yoke arranged to be supported by a suitable -

line, a U-shaped device journaled on the yoke
and of less width than the yoke to allow it to
turn within the latter, and a locking part
slidably mounted on the U-shaped part.

4. Inaclothes-holder the combination of a
yoke having depending arms terminating in

bearings, a U-shaped part having double
cranks engagingsaid bearings, and a locking-
pieceslidably mounted on the U-shaped part.

5. A clothes-holder comprising a wire yoke
bent to form a gripping-coil for the line and
having depending arms terminating in eyes,
a U-shaped device formed of wire and hav-
ing double eranks engaging the eyves of the
yoke, a wire locking-piece having eyes formed
In its extremities and bent around the arms
of the U-shaped device, in opposite direc-
tions, whereby the said locking-picce is slid-
able on said arms.

6. A retaining device comprising bearings,
a U-shaped part having lateral projections
engaging saild bearings, and of less width
than the bearings to allow it to turn therein,
and a locking part slidable on the arms of the
LJ-shaped part. |

7. A device comprising bearings, a U-
shaped part having cranks engaging said
bearings, the U-shaped part being of less
width than the bearings to allow it to turn
within the latter, and a locking part slidable
on the U-shaped part.

In testimony whereof I affix mny signature

in presence of two witnesses.
MARION S. CROSS.

Witnesses:
A. J. O’BRIEN,
Dora C. SHICK.
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