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To all whom it may concermn:

IO

Be it known that we, WILLIAM C. CLARK

and A WALTER UTTING, of Syracuse, in the
countyof Onondaga,in the State of New York,
have invented new aud useful Implovements
in Score-Markers and Matching Devices for

Competitive Games, of which the following,

taken in connection with the aceompanvmﬂ'
drawings, is a full, clear, a,nd exact deserip-
tion.

Our invention relates to a device for facili-
tating the play of competitive games, and par-
t1cular1y progressive games, as Whl% euchre,
and similar amusements, in which the several
participants are paired as partners and the
competing pairs are brought together at dif-
ferent stations or tables in the mtroductory

and successive stages of the game.
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The primary object of our mvention is to

provide a simple and practical device where-

by the several participants in the game at

‘each of the tables are informally and uncon-

sciously socialized with each other at the in-
troduction of the play and are readily paired
and seated at their respective tables without
loss of time or the assistance of an attendant.

The further object of this invention is to

providesaid device with asuitable score-form,
whereby the count of the points or ﬂ'ames
won may be registered with a single punch-—
mark for any numbel of points or games and
the total count speedily ascertained at any

-time during the progress or at the close of the
successive plays without liability of error or |

fraudulent registration. |
Our invention still further consists in pro-
viding means for permitting the device to be
readily attached to or detached from a but-
ton, buttonhole, or any other portion of the
wearing-apparel and may be retained at the
conclusion of the play as a souvenir or record

- of the number of plays or games which the
holder has attended.
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Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
plan view of one of the cards of ourinvention
forming the individual slips or sections for

each of the players for a single table, the sec-

tions being shown in theirassembled rela,tmns
prior to bemcr cut or separated. FKigs. 2, 3,

and 4 are Slmllal plan views for different cards
of ourinvention, showing the sections of each

ca,la as sepcnated from eaeh other, the setin |

| Fig. 2 being for table 1, series A, as seen in

Flb 1, and the sets in Fw's 3 and 4 being, re-
spectwely, for table 2, series A A, and table
1, series B. Fig. 5 is an isometrie view of
one of the score- sections and the fastening-
loop attached thereto.. . Fig. 6isan 1sometﬂc
view of a strip or sheet of cardbom'd having
aseries of detachableindicatorslipsortickets
for the several tables of one series.
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Similar reference characters indicate corre- '

| sponding parts in all the views.

Our invention is designed to SImphfy the

matehing or pairing of competing players at

their Iespe(,twe tables in any four-handed
game, to acquaint the participants one with
the other at the introduction of the play and

without the nsual formality, to facilitate the

count of the points or the games at any pe-
riod or at: the conclusion of the play, and to
otherwise render the occasion as enjoyable
to all as may be possible without confusion
or undue labor on the part of the entertainer.

'The 1nvention consists of a sheet or plate

A of suitable material, such as cardboard,

which is provided with a substantially cen-
tral printed or figured surface a, a plurality

of scoring-surfaces b, and one OT MOTe pairs
of distinguishing ehd,ra,ctets ¢ ¢’ for the pur-

pose of pairing or matching the partners of

the play or game with each other.

The card A is cut or divided in such man-

ner as to break the continuity or integrity of
the printed or figured surface and to form a

series of card-sections, each having a score-

surface b and counterpart of the integral

printorfigurea andotherdistinguishingchar-
acters hereinafter described. .These cards
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A may be of any desired form, size, or ma- go

terial, and may also be ceut or dlwded Into

any even number of pieces or sections so long
as the printed or figured surface ¢ is subdi'-
vided into as many parts as there are sec-
tions, and the printed portions of each sec-

| tion are counterparts of each other and of
Kach of the eardsr

the whole print or figure.
corresponds 10 & single table, and the several
sections of said cards are each designated by
a suitable character d, as a numeral, corre-

sponding with each other and indicating the

table at which the holders of the correspond-
ing sections are to play, said table being pre-
viously provided with a mark or character,
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Or galnes.

2

in this instance a numeral, corresponding 6o
the numeral of the several sections of the
card A.

As seen in the drawings, the card A 18
formed substantially square, and is cut or di-
vided diagonally in intersecting lines from
corner to corner through the print or figure
a, thereby subdividing the card into four tri-
angular sections, each having a portion or
counterpart of the original print or figure.
This print or figure may be of any desired
design or composition—such as humorous
verses, ludicrous pictures, or continued sto-
ries—the essential purpose being to more 8o-
cialize the players at the introduction of the

came by creating a mutural interestin the |
for different series, and the change in the

common amusement of assembling the ifrag-
mentary portions of the print or figure and
witnessing the result.

As previously stated, each of the sections
of the card A is provided with a score-surface
b, which is usually printed in the margin of

the section opposite to its apex, and prefer-

ably consists of a series of lined or ruled
spaces, each provided with a numeral, said
numerals being generally arranged consecu-
tively from ‘17 to *“10,” inclusive, from left
to right in their respectivespaces. Any suit-
able device may be employed for registering
in these spaces the points or games which are
won, and we preferably use a punch for this
purpose and make an indenture or hole in
the space corresponding with the numbexr of
points or games to the creditv of the holder of
the card-section.

The designating characters ¢, previously
mentioned, are usually printed in palrs of
like characters upon the card A, these char-
acters being so arranged that when the card
is cut or divided into sections each section is
provided with one of the characters, the play-
ers holding the sections having similar colors
or characters and bearing the same numeral
or character d being paired as partners at
the table having a numeral or character cor-
responding to the characters ¢ of their re-
spective card-sections. |

The cards A are generally printed and 1s-
sued in series of five, nambered from ““1” to
““5,” inclusive, and corresponding with the

same number of tables, this number being

found to bemostconvenientinordinary plays
it is evident, however, that any
number of tables may be in use at one time
and that the series of cards may be 1ssued to
correspond therewith.

In orderto provide forasuccession of games
or plays to be held at different intervals or at,
different places and also to arrange for the
continuance or extension of a play in prog-
ress, we preferablyissue a plurality of series
of the cards A, each series numbering five
(more or less) cards and designated by differ-
ent characters, such as ““A,” “B,” &e. The

prints or figures of the cardsof one series dif-
fer from each other and the compositions of
the printed surfaces of the several series also

670,369 :

‘differ, sothat new interest and enthusiasm are

conbinually brought out during the progress
of the play.- Iach of the sections of each of
the cards is provided with the same numeral,
indicating the table at which the holder 1s to
play, and the characters of like color—such
as diamonds and hearts and spades and
clubs—designate the partners whoare to play
together.

In Figs. 1 to 3 are shown cards 1 and 2 of
series A, and in IFig. 4 we have shown a sin-
ole card numbered ‘17 of series B, it being
understood that these cards of either series
may be extended indefinitely and that the

onlydifference between said cards is the num-

bering of the respective tables, the lettering

printed or figured surface.

In order to further facilitate the progress
of the game or play, each set of cards or sec-
tions is accompanied by a suitable card ov
strip M, Fig. 6, perforated or divided into a
series of tickets m, corresponding in number
to the number of cards in the series, and each
ticket is provided with a different numeral
and a character indicating the series to which
the card belongs, said tickets being deposited
upon their respective tables before the play
begins. The sections of the cards of one se-
ries, numbering 1n this instance twenty sec-
tions, are now distributed among the guests,
who are also provided with an ornamented
loop or cord f, [Fig. 5, said cord being inserted
in a suitable aperturein each of the sections
and secured thereto, and the card-section may
then be readily secured to a button or other
portion of the garment. The several players
then take their places at the tables corre-
sponding to the number on their respective
card-sections, the players holding sections
with hearts and diamonds and having the
same table-number being partners, and the
parties holding spades and clubs of the same
table-number are also matched at the same

table as competitors with the players holding

the hearts and diamonds. The four sections
at esach tableare then assembled by the play-
ers at thattable, thereby adding much amuse-
ment to the play and avoiding the confusion
and misunderstandings at the introduction of
the play. |

When any of the players have won a point

or game or any numbers of points or games

from one to ten, inclusive, the total of sald
winning is registered by a sunitable punch
within the score-space of his or her section
corresponding to the total points or games
won, the manner of count being previously
decided upon. Forinstance, if the holder of
the diamond-section table 1, series A, makes

- four points at one time, three poliuts at an-

other play, and- five points at another time
one punch will be made in the **4” gpace, an-
other in the ‘3’ space, and another in the
““ 57 space, and when the play is ended these
numbers are simply added to obtain the com-
petitive standing for the holder of this card.
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The operatlon of Gur invention will now be | sections and provided .with one of the score: '

readily understood upon reference to the

- foregoing de%cmpmon and the accompanying
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dmwmﬂ*s and 1t will be noted that the form
and size of the herein-described device may
be bonszlderably changed without departing
from the spirit of bhls invention and that
other changes may be made within its scope.

- Having thus described our invention, what
we claam and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. A marker and matching device compms-
ing a card having a series of score-surfaces
and a plurality of like characters indicating
a single table, said card being cut or divided
into sections in such manner that each sec-
tion will have a score-surface and a table-in-
dicating character.

2. A marker and matching device comnpris-
ing a card having a series of score-surfaces
and a plurality of pairs of matehing charac-
ters, said card being cut or divided into sec-

1ons in such manner that each section will
have a score-surface and one of ‘bhe matching
characters.

3. A score and matching demee eomprlsmcr

a card having an mtermedlate printed sur-

face or ﬁgure and marginal score-surfaces,
sald card being cut or divided into an even
number of sections, each section having a
counterpartof the printed portion of the other

surfaces.

4. A score and matching device comprising
a card having an mtermedla,te printed sur-
face or figuré and marginal score-surfaces,
sald card being also provided with a plurality
of pairs of matching characters, the card be-
ing cut or divided in such manner as to leave
each of the sections with one of each of the
characters and a counterpart of the printed
portions of the other sections.

2. A score and matching device comprising
a card having a central print or figare and
marginal score -surfaces, pairs of matching
(,hd,rael;ers printed on the cards, table- desw—

nating characters also printed on said ca,rds,

and Ebddlbl()ﬂal characters on the cards indi-
cating the series to which said card belongs,

sald card being cut or divided on intersecting
lines in such manner as to retain one of each

of the several characters on each section and
to provide each section with a printed portion
forming a counterpart of the printed portions
of the obher sections.
In witness whereof we have hereunto set
our hands this 4th day of January, 1901.
WILLIAM C. CLARK.
A WALTER UTTING.
Witnesses: . ~ | - |
H. K. CHASE,
MILDRED M. NoTT.,
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