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To all whom it M1 CONCEFTL:

Beitknownthat I, CHARLES G. OVERMYER,
a citizen of the United dStates, residing at Up-
land, 1n the county of Grant and State of In-
diana, have invented a new and useful Jar-
Closure, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to jar-closures, and
has foritsobjectstoprovideanimproved form
of spring-clamp for detachably holding the
cover of a fruit-Jar and arranged to J,a,c,lhtate
the tightening and removal o-f the cover. It
is furthermore designed to have the clamp de-
tachable, so that it may be transferred from
one jar to another. -

With these and other objects in view the
presentinvention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully deseribed, shown in the ac-
companyingdrawings,and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims, it belng un-
derstood that changes in the form,proportion,
size, and minor details may be made within
thescope of the claims withoutdeparting irom
the spirit or sacrificing any of the ddvanmﬂ'e%
of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the neck portion of a fruit-jar having
the present invention applied thereto. FHig.
218 o transverse sectional view thereof, taken
through the opposite celamping-jaws of the
cover-clamp. Fig. 31is a detail perspective
view of the spring-clamp.

Corresponding parts are designated by like
characters of reference in ail ot the figures of
the drawings.

- Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
body of a jar, the neck portion of which is
provided with an external marginal flange 2,
the upper side of which forms a ledge for the
support of the flanged cover 3 and the under
side forms a groove for engagement by the
spring-clamp. The cover is in the form of a
disk, having a pendent marginal flange 4,
which embraces the upper edge of the neck
of the jar and also rests upon the shoulder 2.
A suitable packing-ring 5 is placed upon the
npper edge of the flange 2 and the under side
of the flange of the lid or cover. The top of
the lid or cover is provided with the oppo-
sitely-disposed cam-faces 6, each of which ex-

tends for one-half of the marginal edge of the |

cover and 1s inclined laterally inward and
downward, so as to form a dished groove.
The highest point of each cam-face is below
the top of the cover, so that the latter may be
free from projections in order that a plurality
of such jars may be packed closely one upon
the other.

The cover-clamp, as best shown in Fig. 3
of the drawings, is formed from a single
length of spring-wire, which is bowed inter-

mediate of its length, as at 7, and at the op-

posite ends of this bowed portion the wire is
bent outwardly and then upwardly at sub-
stantially right angles to sald bowed portion,
as at 8. The wire isthen bowed so as toform
a continuation of the arc of the cirele upon
which the portion 7 18 bowed, as indicated at
9, so that the clamp may be greater than a
semicircle and smaller than a complete cirele.
At the outer end of each bowed portion 9 the
wire is bent laterally outward and then down-
wardly, as at 10, and then bent slightly in-
ward and bowed rearwardly, as at 11, so a8
to be parallel with the adjacent upper portion
9, the extremity of the wire abutting against
the shoulder formed by the lower end of the
adjacent upright portion 8. By this arrange-
ment the spring-clamp is provided with a
pair of opposite skeleton jaws, each of which
has four hooked lips 12 at the corners of the
jaw. These lips are formed by bending the
upper corners downwardly and the lower cor-
ners upwardly, so as to firmly grip the jar and
the cover.

In applying the spring-clamp the jaws are
forced laterally upon the cover and the neck
of the jar, so that the lips 12 may take into
the groove formed by the under side of the

flange 2 on the neck of the jar, and thereby

guide the lower portions of the jaws and also
the spring 7 into said groove, while the up-
per lips engage the cam-faces on the top of
the cover until the clamp firmly embraces
the neck of the jar and the cover, as shown
in Fig. 1 of the drawings. After the clamp

has thus been applied it is tightened by tarn-

Ing the same, so that the upper lips may travel
over the cam-faces, and thus draw the cover
tightly against the upper edge of the jar.
This turning of the clampis greatly facilitated
by placing the thumb and fingersagainst the
inger-pieces formed by the oppos1te outer
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and inner ends of the jaws or the portions 8
and 10. To remove the cover, the clamp 1s
turned in a reverse direction, when it may be
slid laterally from the jar and the cover there-
of, thereby leaving the cover free to be taken
from the jar.

As bestindicated in Kig. 2 of the drawings,
it will be seen that the cam-grooves in the
cover are deep enough to pelmit of the por-
tions 9 lying below the top of the cover, so
that the latter may be free from pI‘OJGthOIlS
Also it is the hooked lips 12 that grip the
grooves of the jar and the cover, while the
pmts 10 and 11 merely form connections for
spacing the lips and holding them in their
properrelation. Moreover, the cam-facesare
dished or grooved, so that the upperlips may
more 1@&(1115! orip _the same and be held against
lateral displacement.

What is claimed is—

1. The combination with a jar, having an
outer marginal groove formed in the neck
thereof, and a cover, having opposite cam-

faces upon the top ther eof, of a clamp, com- .

pnsmﬂ' oppoel_te JaWs, and an arcuate con-

| neetmcr-spl ing, the latter being received with-

in the groove in the neck, a,nd each jaw being
of skeleton form, and comprising oppoute
arcuate sides embracing the cover and the
jar, respectively, and opposite ends, which
are offset laterally outward, and form finger-
pieces for turning the clamp.

'
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2. A sprmw-clamp for Jar -covers, formed
from a single length of spring-wire, 'which is
bent inter medlate of its ends to form an arcu-
ate spring, at each end.of the spring the wire
being bent outwardly and then at substan-
tially right angles thereto, then bent inw ardly
and continued forwar dlyin an arc, then bent
laterally outward and downwmdly to the
plane of the spring, and then inwardly and
1earward1y to the adjacent end of the arcuate
spring, forming opposite skeleton jaws, hav-
ing upper and lower sides, and opposite ends
formmﬂ' finger-pieces for burnmg the clamp.

3. The combmatlon with a jar,
cover thereof having cam-grooves formed in
the top, of a cover-clamp, comprising oppo-
«ite substantially rectangular skeleton jaws,
the corners of which are formed into hooked
lips located upon the inner sides of the re-
spective jaws, and a bowed spring connecting
the jaws, sald spring embracing the neck of
the JfLI
orooves of the cover and a groove in the neck
Of the jar, respectively.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES G. OVERMYER.

Witnesses: -
AsSA M. BALLINGER,
SAMUEL P. HUFFMAN.
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