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1o all whonv it muary concern:

Be it known that I, VANDALIA SLATER, Sr.,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Hunt, in the county of Livingston and State
of New York, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Currycombs; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the samae.

The 1nvention relates to currycombs of the
self-cleaning type.

1T'he object of the invention is to provide a
currycomb of this character which shall be
simple of construction, durable in use, and
comparatively inexpensive of production, and
which will automatically clean itself or free
fromits teeth the hair and scurf seraped from
the animal, which may be set 80 as to expose
the teeth and hold them exposed, whereby
the groom may use the comb as he would an
ordinary comnb, and which is particularly
adapted for currying delicate, tender, or sore
places upon the animal’s body or limbs.

With this and other minor objects in view
the invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction and combination of
narts, which will be hereinafter fully set forth.

in the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my improved curry-
comb. Fig. 21s a similar view showing the
position of the parts when the comb is in use,
and Fig. 3 1s a longitudinal sectional view.

Referring to the drawings, 1 denotes the
back of the comb, which may have, if desired,
a metallic covering 2, and which is provided
with an ordinary handle 3. Projecting out-

wardly from the face of the back-piece are

comb-teeth 4, and formed preferably centrally
of the back-plece is & socket 5, in which is
seated one end of a coil-spring 6.

7 denotes the vibrating cleaner, which con-
sists, preferably,of a perforated disk 8, having
amarginal inwardly-projecting flange 9, which
is formed with longitudinal slots 10, prefer-
ably bayonet shape, to engage the studs 11,
projecting from the edge of the back-piece.
The perforations ol the disk register with the
teeth of the back and permit the latter to pro-
trude therethrough and are of a sutiicient size
to allow of a slight rotary movement of the
disk with respect to the back-piece.

f

In currying animals by exerting a sufficient
pressure to overcome the action of the spring
the teeth are forced through the perforations
in the disk and permitted to come 1n contact
with the body of the animal, which may now
be curried in the nsual manner. When pres-
sure is removed and the spring permitted to

“act, the cleaner-disk will be foreced outwardly,

thus cleaning the teeth of any hair that may
adhere thereto and render it unnecessary to
hammer or knock the brush against some

fixed part of the structure, as is now the cus-

tom,in ordertoremeoeve the hair from the teeth.
In currying around any tender or sore part

of the animal the pressure required to force

the teeth through the cleaner-disk might
cause the teeth to injure, or at least hurt, the
animal, and to overcome this objection I force
the cleaner-disk inward, so as to expose the
teeth, and then give the disk a partial turn,
fthus loeking the pinsin the back of the brush
in the upper branches of the bayonet-slot. In
this position the pressure of the comb against
the animal’s body may be regulated so as not,
to injure the animal.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction, operation, and advantages
of my invention will be readily understood
without requiring an extended explanation.

The device is exceedingly useful for the
purpose for which 1t 1s designed and may be
placed upon the market at a comparatively
small cost. | |

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of constraction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages ot
the invention. .

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what is claimed as new, and desired to be se-
cured by Letters Patent, is—

1. Acurrycombcomprising a back provided

with teeth, a cleaner connected to said back

and provided with perforations through which
the teeth are adapted to project, and an 1in-
closed spring or its equivaleut confined be-
tween the back and cleaner-plate to normally
hold the latter in position to shield the teeth,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. Acurryecombcomprising a back provided

| with teeth and with a socket, a cleaner-plate
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having perforations for receiving said teeth, | cleaner-plate in position to shield the teeth,

means for connecting the cleaner-plate to the | and means for locking it in position against
back to permit of it having an up-and-down | the action of the spring to expose the teeth, r5
or sliding movement thereon, and a spring | substantially as set forth.

5 inclosed in the socket exerting its energy to In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
force the cleaning-plate outwardly, substan- |} my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
tially as set forth. | o nesses.

3. A currycomb comprising a back having | | ~.
teeth and a cleaner-plate having perforations VANDALIA SLATER, Sk
10 adapted to receive said teeth, a spring con- Witnesses:
fined between the cleaner-plate and back and - GEO. W. ADAMS,
exerting its energy to normally hold the.| Wirriam H. CAIN.
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