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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that we, ABNER H. CALLISON
and WILLIAM S. BING, citizens of the United
States, residing at Salt Lake City, in the
county of Salt Lake and State of Utah, have
invented a new and useful Cattle-Tag, of
which the following is a specification.

Our present Invention relates to a novel
cattle-tag oridentifying-marker of that class
which are attached to the ear of an animal
and bearidentifving characters—such, for in-
stance, as the name of the owner of the cat-
tle orhis private brand. These ear-tags have
heen constructed in many different forms and
various wayvs of applying them have been de-
vised; but ordinarily the attachment of the
tag to the earis an exceedingly painful oper-
ation, duein great measure to the lack of pro-
vision for the escape of such exudations as
necessarily accumulate in the wound. Fur-
thermore, tags of the particular class to
which the present invention belongs have
usually been hnng in the animal’s ear upon a

rivet or bolt passed through the ear and con-
necting the ends of the U- -shaped tag, and
fixed by an inte-

Whenevel the tag has been afi
oral prong the tendenby has been to clamp
the opposite side portions of the tag against
the ear with such force as to interfere with
the proper circulaticn and to set up more or
less irritation.

Having these facts in mind, one object of
the invention is to provide a simple and inex-
pensive tag designed to be stamped from a
single piece of metal and comprising a U-
Shaped body portion having a securing-prong
at one end and an opening at the other end
designed for the reception of the prong, the
end of which 18 upset to secure the tag in
place.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide the securing-prong with a thin cutting
or penetrating end, at the base of which are
formed a pair of shoulders, which limit the
movement ot the sides of the tag to prevent
the pinching of the ear and which are formed
by imparting a transverse curvature to the
prong proper, which curvature produces a
channel alined with the opening in the end
of the tag and designed to permit the exuda-
tions from the wound to escape.

T'o the accomplishment of these objects the

invention consistsin the construction and ar-

rangement of the tag, to be hereinafter de-

‘seribed,illustrated intheaceompanyingdraw- 55

ings, and defined in the appended claims. |
Insaid drawings, Higure 1 is a generval view

illustrating the application of our tag to the

ear of an animal. Fig. 2 is a sectional eleva-

tion of the tag in position in an affixing-tool 60

and ready to be applied to the ear. Kig. 51s
a similar view showing the tag attached to
the ear and the cutting edge upset. FHig. 41s
a perspective view of the tagon a somewhat-
enlarged scale.
tag in its applied position. Figs. 6 and 7 are
eleva‘rions of the opposite sides of the tag ap-
plied, and Fig. 8 is a view of the blank from
which the tag is made. |

Referring to the numerals employed to des- 4o
ignate corresponding parts in the several

views, 1 indicates the ear of an animal to
Whlt_,h the tag 2 is designed to be affixed. The
tag is preferably struck from a single piece

of metal and is formed at one end with a 753

transverse aperture 8 and at its opposite end
with a securing-prong4, preferably somewhat
narrower than the tag and terminating in a
still narrower and suitably-sharpened pene-
trating-blade or cutter 5.
tag for the trade it is preferably bentinto ap-
proximately U shape to define side portions
6 and 7, upon which arestamped the identi-
fying characters, and which, as shown in the

drawings, are intended to receive a portion 85

of the animal’s ear between them. The se-
curing-prong 4 is bent substantially at right
angles to the side 7, from which 1t springs,
and is disposed opposite the opening 3 {0 1n-

sure its passage therethrough when the sides go

of the tag are brought fogether by an obvi-
ous manipulation of the marker-affixing tool,
as illustrated in the drawings.

The peculiar form of the securing-prong 4

constitutes an essential feature of ourinven- g;5

tion, and it will be noted that sald prong is
given a transverse curvatare which atits un-
der or convex side imparts to it a smooth
carved bearing-surface 8 and forms a pair of

longitudinal ribs 9 and 10 and an intermedi- 100

ate longitudinal concavity or channel 11, the
utility of which will appear more fully here-
inafter. The ends of the ribs 9 and 10 are
sharpened to constitute cutting edges 12 and

Fig.51s a Sltmlm view of the 65

In preparing the 3o
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13, forming continuations of the sharp edge
of the blade 5, so that the incision made 1in
the animal’s ear will be equal to the greatest
transverse dimensions of thesecuring-prong,
which, as stated, is designed to be forced
through the animal’s'ear by the manipulation
of the affixing-tool. This provision for an
incision coextensive with the transverse di-
mensions of the prong is essential, because
otherwise the forcing of the prong through
the ear would effect the tearing of the latter,

which would obviously be exceedingly pain-

ful and would be likely to induce inflamma-
tion prohibitive of the use of the marker. It
will further appear that the provision of the
comparatively narrow cutting - blade 5 not
only permits the ends of the ribs 9 and 10 to
be utilized as cutting edges, but the ends of
these ribs also constitute shoulders, which
bear against the side 6 of the marker when
the reduced end or blade 5 is passed through
and upset behind said side, and it 1s there-
fore impossible to compress the marker to an
injurious extent upon the ear.

In applying the tag it is placed between the
jaws of the affixing-tool, as shown in Iigs. 2
and 3 of the drawings, and is retained by 1ts
inherent resiliency, with the aperture 3 dis-
posed opposite an upsetting-groove in one of
the jaws. The ear of the animal 18 now pre-
sented between the sides of the tag and the
jaws of the affixing-tool are forced together.
This operation will first cause the cutting-
blade or end 5 of the retaining-prong to pierce
the animal’s ear, and the cutting edges 12 and
13 will snbsequently enlarge the incision to
permit the prong 4 to be forced through the
ear without tearing the latter. After pass-
ing through the ear the reduced end 5 of the
prong will pass through the opening 3 in the
side 6 of the tag and will upset against the
outer face of the tag at the lower side of the
aperture 3—that is to say, at that side oppo-
site the channel or concavity 11.

‘Inasmuch as the opening 3 is made consid-
erably wider than the reduced end 5, the

~channel 11 along the upper or outer face of

50

S5

6o

the prong will open at one end through the

aperture 3 behind the upset end 5, and as the
shoulders formed by the ends of the ribs 8
and 9 abut against the inner face of the side
6 the tag will be retained in position upon the
ear of the animal and will be provided with
a duct—rto wit, the channel 11—for the es-
cape of the exudation of the wound and for
the free circulation of air to prevent heating
and festering of the latter.

FFrom the foregoing it will be observed that
we have invented a simple, inexpensive, and
efficient marking-tag which may be applied
inacomparatively painless mannerand which

i
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‘when so applied will be securely retained

against accidental displacement; but while
the embodiment of the invention hereinillus-
trated is perhaps preferable it is evident that
the general design of the tag may be varied
in accordance with the desires of the individ-
ual user, and we therefore reserve the right
to effect such variations as may fall properly
within the scope of the protection prayed.
"What we elaim is—

1. A cattle-tag provided with an opening
and with a secaring-prong having ribs at 1ts
opposite sides, the end of said prong beyond
the ribs constituting a ¢utting-bhlade, and the
ends of the ribs forming continuations of the
cutting edge of said blade.

2. A cattle-tag provided with an opening
and with a securing- prong ftransversely
cuarved to define ribs at opposite sides of the
prong and having a reduced extremity con-
stituting a cutting-blade, the ends of the ribs
constituting continuationsof the cutting edge
of said blade, whereby the incision in the ani-
mal’s ear will be equal to the greatest trans-
verse dimensions of the prong.

3. A cattle-tag constructed from a single
piece of metal and bent into substantially
U shape to define opposed stde portions, one
of which is provided with an aperture adja-
cent to its end, and a securing-prong extend-
ing at right angles to the end of the other
side of the tag and having a transverse cur-
vature defining parallel ribs having sharp-
ened end edges constituting shoulders, said
prong being provided with a reduced end con-
stituting a cutting-blade and designed to be
passed through the opening in the tag and
upset against the outer face of the latter, the
transverse curvatare of the prong serving to

. define a duct oy channel permitting the es-

cape of exudations from the ear of the animal.

4, A cattle-tagcomprising two opposed side
portions one of which is provided with an
opening and a securing-prong disposed in an-
aular relation to the other side portion op-
posite the opening, said prong being trans-
versely curved and having a reduced extrem-
ity constituting a cutting-blade designed to
make an incision in the ear of the animal for
the reception of the prong and to be subse-
quently passed through and upset behind the
opposed side portion of the tag.

In testimony that we claim the foregoling as
our own we have hereto affixed our signatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

ABNER F. CALLISON.
WILLIAM 8. BING.

Witnesses: |
VIRGE P. HISKEY,
J. M. HAMILTON.
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