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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, EMMETT HOWARD, a citi-
zen of the United States, residingat Memphis,
in the county of Shelby and State of Tennes-
see, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Manifolding Telegraph-Receiving

 Blanks, of which the following is a specifica-

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

tion.

My invention relates to certain new and
nseful improvements in manifolding tele-
oraph-receiving blanks, and has for its ob]ect
to provide a blank with 1mproved means
whereby by writing upon the same a dupli-
cate copy of the Writing will be made; and it
consists in the features of construction and
combinations of parts hereinafter described,
and particularly pointed out in the claim.

Heretofore it has been customary.in tele-
oraph-offices where the messages are recelved
for the operator to write the message upon the
receiving-blank. Said blank is then given to

‘a clerk, who places over the writing a sheet of

dampened tissne-paper. When a number of
these blanks have been superimposed one
above the other, they are placed under a press
or passed between pressure- 1011615, so that
what is known as a “plese -copy ” is taken of
the telegram. Inan office where hundreds of
telegrams arereceived every day this requires
the expenditure of considerable time. By
the use of myinvention I am able to dispense
with this method of procuring copies of the
telegrams and also to dispense with the serv-
ices of a clerk for making such copies by pro-
viding a blank, asabove desceribed, sothat the
initial writing on the blank by the receiving
clerk will at the same time cause the copy to
be produced.

In order that my invention may be fully
nnderstood, I have illustrated the same in the
accompanying sheet of drawings, in which—

Figurel is a face view of a telegraph-blank,
a coruer of the same being turned up to show
the carbonized surtace thereof and the attach-
ment of the sheet of tissue-paper thereto.
Fig. 2 1s a view of the reverse side of said
blank, a corner of the tissue-sheet being
turned up. Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view
through the blank and sheet of tissue-paper
attached thereto, and Fig. 4 is a similar view
illustrating a modification.

The receiving-blanks of the character indi-

cated are usually provided at the top with
printed matter setting forth the name of the
company, certain directions, and the name ot
the president and manager and other mat-
ters of this character. This space is indicated
in the drawings by the numeral 1 and 18 sep-
arated from the remainder of the blank by
means of a double ruled line 2. Below the
line 2 is another double ruled line 3, and in the

space between the lines 2 and 3 certain spaces

are provided, in which are printed such words
as “Number,” “Sent; by,” ‘““Received by,”
and ‘‘Check.” Beneath the line 3 1s a space
for writing, and this space 1s usually pro-
vided at the top with the printed words *‘ Re-
ceived,” “Date,” and ‘“To,” arranged as in-
dicated, and at the right-hand upper side
with the characters ¢“190 .” It will be seen,
therefore, that the part of the blank extend-
ing from the line 2 to the bottom of the blank
is the only part which will receive the writ-
ing or marks of any character. The reverse
side of the blank is earbonized, as indicated
at 4, said carbonized surface extending from
the bottom of the blank to a point correspond-
ing to the line 2. A sheet of tissue-paper o
is now secured at its upper edge to the re-
verse side of the blank along the upper edge
of the carbonized surface, the line of attach-
ment being indicated by 6.
seen that a clear space 7 1s left on the reverse
side of the blank, such space being usually
from an inch to an inch and a half in width
and extending the length of the blank. It
will be seen, therefore, that by carbonizing
only a portion of the surface of the blank
and by using a sheet of tissue-paper which 1s
of the width only of the carbonized space I
make a considerable saving in the cost of pro-
ducing my improved blank, which will be the
more apparent when it is considered that
millions of telegraph - blanks are. used an-
nually. If desired, however, the tissue-sheet
may be all the width of the bldﬂk and be se-
cured along the upper edge thereof, as shown
in Fig. 4, the numeral 8 111(11(33,1311‘19‘ the tissue-
5heet in this figure and the numeral 9 1ts
point of att@ehment to the blank.

The use of my improved blank will be ap-
parent. The message being received, the re-
ceiving clerk writes the same upon the blank

| shown in Fig. 1, placing suitable marks,
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checks, dates, &ec., in the spaces indicated.
In writing the message upon the blank the
same will ber epr oduced upon the tissue-sheet
5 or 8, as will be readily understood. Said
tissue- sheet may now be removed from the
blank and kept for reference and the blank
itself containing the message written thereon
be sent to the person for whom the message
is intended.

While T have stated that the reverse side
of the blank has its surface carbonized, it will
be apparent that I may use substances other
than carbon for causing the writing to be re-
produced, and I contemplate the use of any

substance for the purpose indicated which

will enable the writing to be reproduced on
the tissue-sheet, either by the use of a penecil,
stylus, or pen, or type-writer. '

I have used the term *“writing” herein to
indicate writing by pencil, pen, or stylus or
by the use of a type-writer. As a matter of

. faet, however, my blanks are intended espe-
cially for nuse with a type-writer, and by rea-
son of this fact it is necessary to use only a

very thin coating of the transtferring material

or carbon in order to secure a good copy,
whereas when the blanks are intended to be |

1o the space set apart for writing

written on by a pen or pencil a heavier coat-
ing of the transferring material would be re-
qmred By employmtj' only a very thin coat-
ing of the transferring material the cost of
production of the blanks 1s relatively de-
creased. It will be seen that the blank 1s
readily adapted for use on a type-writer, as
there isnothing tointerfere with its insertion
in the machine. -

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what T cla,lm as new, and desire to secure b}
Letters Patent, 18—

A telegraph-receiving blank having a lim-
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ited portion of its reverse side, correspon ding

em‘bomzed
and a separate sheet of paper, of a width and
length corresponding to said carbonized sur-
face, secured at its upper edge along the up-
per edge of said carbonized smf.:we

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set

my hand in presence ot two subseribing wit-

nesses.
EMMETT HOWARD.

Witnesses: |
FRANCIS FENTRESS, Jr.,
J. A. MARTIN.
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