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{o all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, HENRY DAVIDSON, a
subJect of the Queen of Great Britain, resid-

Cing at 224 Queen’s road, Dalston, London

Enfrlflnd have invented new and use[ul Im-~

provem ents in Musical Stringed Instruments,

of which the following is a Speeiﬁeation.

My invention relates to musical stringed
instruments, and has for its object to provide
means for tightening or tuning the strings
with greater faeility than is possible with the
means heretofore used. |

According tomyinvention Iprovide aplate,
other suitable material, having
formed therein a series of slots in which
pieces hereinafter referred to as *‘tension-
blocks” slide. Each of these tension-blocks
has arranged in conneetion with it a screw for
adjusting it in its slot and is also notched or
otherwise formed to facilitate the attachment
In applying my inven-
tion to a violin, for example, the pegs to which
the strings are now attached are taken from
the instrument and my slotted plate 18 ap-
plied and suitably Se(,ured to the head of the

sald instrument.

In the accompanying drawings, Flﬂ‘u re 11s
a front elevation of my tension devlee Fig.
2 1s a plan and Fig. 3 is a side view thereof.

Fig. 4 is a front view showing the tension de-

vice applied to the head of a violin, and Fig.
5 18 a side view of the same.

a is the plate, of metal or other suitable ma-
terial. The sald plate is advantageously
formed of the shape shown—that is to say,
with the lower portion ¢’ bent at an angle to
the main portion and having a central slot
a*, 80 that the plate can be fitted upon the
heads of violins and like instruments in the
manner hereinafter desceribed.

b b are the slots formed in the plate a for
receiving the tension-blocks, which blocks
consist of front and back pieces ¢ d, respec-
tively, connected by a neck e. The necks are
of a length corresponding to the thickness of
the metal plate a and engage the slots b b,
as clearly shown.

f f are the screws which engaﬂe SCrew-
threaded holes in the back portions d of the
tension-blocks, the upper ends of the said
serews f f being provided with heads ¢ ¢,

(No model. )

lugs a® o® upon the metal plate ¢ and are
formed with wings ¢’ q’ whereby they can be
turned.

The front portion ¢ of each tensmn block
is formed with lateral notches ¢’ ¢’ and with

a longitudinal hole ¢? for enabling the string

which it is to tighten to be secured thereto
as hereinafter described.

To apply the tension device to the head of
a violin, for example, I advantageously pro-
vide upon the back of the said plate a 1nter-

nally-serew-threaded sockets 2 1, so placed

that when the plate is placed upon the head

A of the violin, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, the

said sockets lie on either side 01" the head A,
as clca;r'ly shown in the said fignres. The
plate 1s then secur ed in position by means of
serews 7 17, which pass through holes in a
clamping- pleatej andengage the serew-thread-
ed sockets, as clearly ShOWH s0o that by tight-
ening 13he said scerews the pla;te 1S seeurely
clamped upon the viclin-head.

c is a bridge formed upon the plate ¢, the
said bridge being notched to receive the
strings B in the usual manner.

Each string B is advantageously secured to
its tension-block in the following manner—
that is to say, its end is passed up through
the central hole ¢*, around one lateral notch,
underneath the block, around the ofther notch,
over the top of the block, and then down
through the first lateral notch so that it can
be tled to the string, as Shawn

Having now par bl(‘lﬂ&l ly deseribed and as-
certai ned the nature of my said invention and

in what manner the same is to be performed,

I declare that what I elaim is—

1. A tension device for a stringed musical
instrument, comprising among its members,
a plate prowded with a series of o mdmw-ﬁlots
extending in line with deJcLeeut povhlens of
the strings of the instrument, a tension-block
in each of said slots having a portion on one
side of the plate provided with means for the
attachment of a string thereto, and a portion
on the other side of the plate provided with
a threaded aperture, a tension-screw secured
to said plate in line with each slot having
:hreaded portion engaging the threaded aper-
ture of one of said blocks and means for at-
taching said plate to the 1nstrument, substan-

which bear against backwardly - projecting | tially as described.
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2. A tension device for a stringed musical | ed aperture, of atension-serew secured to said
instrument, comprising among its members | plate in line with each slot having a threaded
a plate provided with a series of guiding-slots | portion engaging the threaded aperture of
extending 1n line with adjacent portions of | one of said blocks and means for attaching

5 the strings of the instrument, a tension-block | said plate to the instrument, substantially as 15
in each of said slots having a portion on one | described.

side of the plate provided with a central open- | . HENRY DAVIDSON.
ing and transverse recesses for the attach-| Witnesses:
ment of a string thereto, and a portion on the JOHN K. BOUSFIELD,

1o otherside of the plate provided with a thread- C. G. REDFERN.
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