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Lo all whom it may concer:

Be it knowun that I, FRANK DAYTON, a ¢iti-
- zenof the United States, residing at Portland,
in the county of Multnomah and State of Ore-
. gon, have invented a new and useful Boot or

Shoe Cleaner, of which the followingisa speci-
fication. -

This invention relates to a boot or shoe
cleaner particularly adapted for use on rub-
ber, enamel, or glazed shoes; and the object
~of the same is to provide a novel form of
holder to receive a sponge at an intermediate
point to prevent expansion of the latter in a
transverse direction, tothus distinetively and
positively maintain the opposite ends of the
sponge in separate condition and prevent

close mergence or arrangement when the
sponge 1s saturated with water, and-also to so
arrange the sponge within the holder that one

end will be slightly stiffened or supported
with sufficient resistance for utilization in re-
-moving mud or other adhering material and
as a primary preparation of the boot or shoe
- for the after polishing or softer treatment
with the opposite end of the sponge.

The invention consists in the construction

and arrangement of the several parts, which

will be more fully hereinafter described and
claimed. ' o

in the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of the improved device. Fig. 2 is a top
- plan view of the holding element and its han-
dle in preferred form. Fig. 3is a detail per-
spective view of a sponge, showing the pre-
ferred form employed in connection with the
improved device. Fig. 4isa perspective view
of a modified form of holding element and
handle. | S |

‘Similarnumerals of reference are employed
toindicate corresponding parts in the several
views. : . | '

The numeral 1, Figs. 1 and 2, designates a

holding element or clasp having a handle 2,
the said element being extended on opposite
sides of the plane of the handle to produce a
long bearing-surface or an extended interme-
diate contraction of a sponge 3, which is in-
serted in said element and preferably of the
form shown in Fig. 3 and having a flat end 4
and an opposite curved end 5, the end 4 be-
ing the base of the sponge and therefore con-
~ siderably more dense than the opposite free

- top end 5. When the sponge 3is dispoS&d in

the element 1, the base end 4 is materially
stiffened or given a resistance sufficient to
mmake it exceptionally useful and particularly
adapted for primarily removing mud or other
adhering material from a boot or shoe pre-
paratory to polishing or otherwise after-treat-
ing the same. In contradistinetion to the
stiffened condition of the base end 4 of the
sponge when positioned in the element 1 the
head 5 does not have its free movement re-
strained in the least and affords a soft polish-
ing, dressing, or finishing surface adapted for
use in various modes of treating shoes, and
particularly in cleaning and polishing rubber,
enamel, or glazed shoes. The intermediate

engagement of the sponge in the manner set

forth prevents the two ends 4 and 5 when

saturated from losing their identity or indi-

viduality, in view of the fact that the inter-
mediate part of the sponge, which is clasped
by the element1, will be effectually prevented
from having a transverse expansion, though

1t may expand longitudinally or in the direec-

tion of the opposite ends.

The devices shown by Figs. 4 and 5 have a
structuresomewhat different from thatshown
by the device in Figs. 1 and 2; but the ar-
rangementof thespongein the modified forms
is thesame as that in the primary form (shown
by Figs. 1l and 2) and is intended to preserve

| the same characteristics in the effective op-

eration of the sponge in accordance with the
features of this invention. |
T'he several different forms of the device

will now be particularly described, and the

stracture of the primary form, as shown by

i Figs. 1 and 2, isas follows: The said primary

form is preferably made up from asingle piece
of wire, of suitable gage and stiffness, having
a loop 4 to form a convenient grip as a part
of the handle 2 and a twisted neck 5%, the

 terminals being formed into oppositely-di-

rected or reversely-arranged spirals 6 and 7,
which are continuous and in alinement to
produce the tubular element 1. This is a
very cheap and effective form of the improved
device and one in which the sponge 3 may be
easilyingserted in view of the spiral continuity
or alinement of the spiralsin a plane substan-
tially at right angles to the neck 5.

“T'he first modified form, as shown by Fig.
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- in Figs. 1 and 2 and comprisin

4, comprises a handle 2 similar to that shown
o a loop 4 and

- atwisted neck 5; butin thisinstance the neck
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5% is attached to a central ring 8, connected

by side rods or braces 9 to opposite end rings

10, thus forming a skeleton cylinder similar.

to the element 1 of the device shown by Figs.
1 and 2, with the exception that the spaces

between the individual rings 8 and 10 are
oreater than those between the coils; but the

bearings on the sponge on opposite sides of
the center are fully preserved in thisinstance.

Many other forms of the device embodying -

the same features might be described and
illustrated; but it 1s believed that enough
have been shown to set forth the intention or

purpose of the present improvement and the

advantages accruing therefrom, and as the
improved device has a wide range of modifi-
cation or contemplates numerous variations
it will be understood that changes within the

‘purview of the invention and “the scope of

the elaims will be adopted at will.

Having thus described the mventmn what
18 elmmed a8 new 18—

1. A device of the character set forth com-

prising a handle having a holder or clasp com-

- posed of reversely-arranged or oppositely-di--
rected coils, and a sponge removably fitted
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in the said holder or clasp and having its in-

termediate portion contracted thereby regu-
larly on opposite sides of the plane of the sald

‘handile.

2. A cleaning device of the character set
forth, comprising a handle or stem, a clasp-
ing or embracing holder composed of a series
of curved surroundmg elements with open

spaces between them in a longitudinal direc-

tion and having a di_alnetl*ieally-ﬁxed form,
the said elements unitedly giving the holder

an elongated cylindrical contourwith an open-

ing therethrough of equal diametric extent

from end to end, the said bandle being cen-

trally connected to said holder, and a sponge
removably mounted in sald holder and held
contracted uniformly between its projecting
exposed terminals a distance egual to the
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length of the eylinder and the said terminals

| prevented from having contact with the han—

dle or stem.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

50O

my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein

the presence of two witnesses.
FRANK DAYTON.

Witnesses:
M. PERRY HABHN,
- D. E. SQUIRES.
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