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JAMES ALFRED GEMMILL, OF CARLETON PLACE, CANADA.

CURTAIN-STRETCHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 668,126, dated February 12, 1901,
Application filed September 13, 1900, Serial No, 29,861, (No model.)

1o il whony i€ maly conceri:

Be it known that I, JAMES ALFRED GEM-
MILL, a subject of Her Majesty the Queen of
Great Britain, residing at Carleton Place, In
the county of Lanark, Provinece of Ontario,
Canada, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Curtain-Stretchers; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, elear, and exact description of theinven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same.

My invention relates to improvements 1n
stretcher-frames especially adapted for use
in stretching and drying lace curtains subse-
quent to washing the same, although the im-
proved frame may be used in econnection with
any other character of cartain or for stretch-
ing and drying woolen blankets and for any
other purpose of which it i8 capable.

The object of the invention is to provide
curbtain-attaching means on the several mem-
bers of the frame, which means shall always
be held or retained positively in position for
engagement with the article and at the same
time capable of & limited slidable movement
on the frame member for the purpose of en-
caging with the sealloped or ornamental edge

- of the article at points to secure the best ef-
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fect in stretching the latter.

With these ends in view theinvention con-
sists in the combination, construction, and
arrangement of parts, which will be hereinat-
ter described and claimed.

In the drawings forming a part of this speci-
ieation, Figure 11is a plan view of a stretcher-
frame embodying my improvements. IFig. 2
is a transverse vertical section in the plane
of the dotted line 2 2 on Kig. 1. Fig. 51s an
enlarged vertical section through one mem-
ber of the stretecher-frame and illustrating
the means by which acurtain-hook is slidably
held in position at all times for engagement
with a curtain, the planeof the section being
indicated by the dotted line 3 3 on Fig. 1.
Mg, 4 is an enlarged detail section in the
nlane of the dotted line 4 4 on Fig. 1 through
one hinged side member of the stretcher-
frame and the means for locking the jointed
sections thereof immovable when in their
alined relation.

The same numerals of reference denote cor-
responding parts in the several figures of the
drawings.

The stretcher-frame consists of the side rails
10 11 and the end rails 12 13, which are ad-
justably connected together by the transverse
bolts 14, each bolt having a thumb-nut 15.
Each side rail consists of two members or sec-
tions 16 17, and the members of each of sald
side rails are united together by the hinge-
joints 18. The two rails 10 11 are of equal
length, and the hinge-joints 18 are correspond-
ingly placed on said members. The hinged
members of the side rails are formed with the

| longitudinal slots 19 20, the latter extending

from the hinges 18 nearly to the ends of the
members. (See Fig. 1.)

The joint between the hinged iembers of
each side rail is spanned by a coupling-plate
21, which is applied to the opposite side ot
the side-rail members from the hinge-joint
18. Said coupling-plate is provided at its
side edges with the flanges 22, which are ar-
ranged to embrace the corresponding edges

of the members forming the rail, and said

coupling-plate is attached to the rail mem-
bers 16 17 by the bolts 23 24, the latter hav-
ing the thnmb-nuts 25. It will be observed
that the bolts clamp the coupling-platefirmly
to the rail members and that said coupling-
plate spans the joint between said hinged
rail inembers, whereby the members 16 17 are
prevented from collapsing when the side rail
is extended for use. Said coupling-plate 1s
provided in its end portions with the longi-
tudinal slots 26, which open through the end
edues of said plate and provide for the pas-
sage of the bolts 23 24 therethrough. In dis-
connecting the members of the frame one
from the other preparatory tocompactly fold-
ing the frame the nuts of the two bolts should
be loosened, and the coupling-plate may then
be slid along the hinged members of the side
rail antil one slotted edge thereof is free
from one bolt, whereby the two members 16
17 may be folded one upon the other.

The end rails 12 13 extend across the side
rails, so as to rest nupon the latter, said end
rails having the longitudinal slots 27 28,
which are adapted to register with the slots
16 17 in said side rails, as shown by Figs. 1
and 2, for the purpose of passing the bolts
14 through the rails and adjustably connect-
ing the several members of the frame to-
cether. It is evident that the side rails may

be moved toward or from each otherso as to
| vary the width of the frame, and in like man-
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ner the end rails may be moved toward one
another to change the length of the frame,
thusadapting the frame toarticles which may
vary in length or width. It is furthermore
evident that the bolts which hold one end
rail on the two side rails may be loosened for
the purpose of permitting said rail to be
moved away from the other end rail tostretch
the curtain or article endwise. Similarly
the bolts which elamp one side rail to the
two cross-rails may be adjusted for the side

rail to move toward or from the companion

siderail, whereby the article may bestretched
crosswise, if desired. Again, the bolts 14
may all be removed, so as to release the sev-
eral parts of the frame, and by proper ad-
justment of the coupling-plates 21 the mem-
bers of each side rail may be folded one upon
the other, whereby all the members of the
frame may be compactly placed together.
One of the important features of my inven-
tion resides in the means for connecting the
curtain or other article to the rails of the
frame. The members 16 17 of each hinged
side rail are provided near their ends with
the eyebolts 29 29, and to said eyeholts of
the members 16 17 are secured the guide-rods
50 31, respectively, said rods being parallel

to the members of the side rail and made fast

with the eyebolts 29 thereof in any suitable
way. The rods 30 31 on the members of the
two side rails 10 11 are arranged on the inner
sides or edges of said side rails, (see Figs. 1
and 2,) each rod being practically coexten-
sive in length to the side rail member on

‘which it is secured. The members of said

- side rails have the grooves orslots 33 formed
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in the inner edges thereof, as shown by Figs.
2-and 3, said grooves being preferably lo-
cated a little below the gunide-rods 380 31 and
parallel therewith. A series of attaching-
hooks 34 is fitted on each guide-rod 30 31,
each hook being provided with an eye 35 and
with a stem or shank 36. I prefer to make
each hook from a stout piece of wire, which

18 bent or coiled one or more times to form

the eye 35 at a point between the hook 84 and
the shank 36; but of course the material and
the method of making this hook may be va-
ried. The eyes 35 of the series of hooks
loosely fit on the guide-rods of the rail-sec-

- tions, and the shanks 36 of said hooks extend
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scalloped edge of a lace curtain.

into the grooves 33 of the rail-sections, where-
by each hook is held in a position proper for
engagement with the curtain or other article
and the hook and its shank may slide on the
rod and in the groove, respectively, for the
purpose of placing the hook in the most ad-
vantageous position for engagement with a
The series

- of slidable and guided curtain-hooks extend

in opposite directions from the two side rails
10 11, as shown by Fig. 2, and these hooks
may readily be engaged with the side edges
of a blanket, curtain, or other article which
it i8 desired to hold in a stretched condition
while it is drying.

f

—

taut condition.

668,126

Each end rail 12 13 has a series of serew-
eyes 37, which support a guide-rod 38, and
each end rail has a groove similar to the
groove 33 formed therein. A series of hooks 39
are provided with eyes and shanks similar to
the hooks 34, said hooks 39 having the eyes
thereof slidably fitted on the rod 38 of each
end rail, so that the shanks of said hooks 39
will fit in the grooves of the end rail in a man-
ner similarto the construetion shown by Fig.
9, as will be readily understood.

After the several parts of the frame shall
have been assembled substantially as shown

by.Fig. 1 the washed fabrie, which may be a

cartain or blanket, is spread over or within
the frame, so that the hooks 34 may be en-
gaged with the side edges of the article and

the hooks 39 engaging with the end edges of

the article. It will be understood that the
operator does not have to lift a hook in order
to engage it with the article, but each hook
18 held in position where the article may be
drawn taut more or less and engaged with
the hook, although the hook itself may be
slid along the rod and the rail, so as to take
a position best suited for stretching the arti-
cle —sach, for instance, as the scalloped edge
of a lace curtain. After the fabrie shall have
been attached to the hooks of the frame one
end rail or one side rail may be adjusted, so
as to stretch the curtain to the best advan-
tage, and the apparatus may now remain at

rest or be exposed to the heat for the purpose

of drying the article while it is in a stretehe

Changes within the scope of the appended
claims may be made in the form and propor-
tion of sowme of the parts, while their essen-
tial features are retained and the spirit of the
invention is embodied. Hence I do not de-
sire to be limited to the precise form of all the
parts as shown, reserving the right to vary
therefrom. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is— ,

1. In astretcher-frame, the combination of
a rail provided with a guideway, a rod mount-
ed on the rail adjacent to one face thereof,
and curtain-attaching devices slidably fitted

~on the rod and slidably engaging with said

guideway, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth. |

2. In a stretcher-frame, the combination of
a rail provided with a guideway, a rod sup-

ported on the rail, and a hook provided with

an eye and with a shank, said eye fitted slid-
ably on the rod and the shank engaging slid-
ably with the guideway, substantially as and

for the purposes set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two witnesses:

JAMES ALFRED GEMMILL.

Witnesses:
Eva LILLIAN MUNRO,
J. CLARK KNOX,
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