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To all whom it maiy concerm: |

Be it known that I, FREELAND W. OSTROM,
a. citizen of the United States, residing at
Bridgeport, county of Fairfield, State of Con-

necticut, have invented new and usseful Sus- |

nenders, of which the foliowing is a specifica-
tion.

My invention has for 1ts object to so im-
prove the construction of suspenders as to
permit the lowering of trousers without dis-
connecting the back suspender-ends from the
trousers, so that the trousers may be drawn
up to place and the front suspender-ends
acgain attached to the trousers without the in-
convenience attending the reattachment of
the back suspender-ends to the trousers, an
important feature of my novel suspenders be-
ing that the advantage above referred to is

obtained without appreciably increasing the

cost of production and without changing the
construction to saceh an extent as to intertfere
in any way with use in the ordinary manner,
if preferred.

With these ends in view my invention ¢con-
sists in providing extension-pieces between
the shoulder-straps aud the respective front
suspender-ends, so that practically the entire
length of an extension-plece and a front sus-
pender-end may be added to each shoulder-
strap. |

In the accompanying drawings, forming

part of this specification, Figures 1, 2, and 5
are views 1llustrating one form in which I
have earried my Invention 1nto effect, Kig. 1
showing the ordinary position of the sus-
penders in use, [fig. 2 showing a position of
the extension-pieces and the front suspender-
ends when the shoulder-straps are drawn up
toward the neck, as when lowering the trou-
sers without disconnecting the back sus-
pender-end, and ig. 5 being a detall sec-
tional view on the line 5 5 in Fig. 1. Iigs.
and 4 are views 1llustrating other forms in
which I have carried my invention into effect,
the ordinary position of the suspendersin use
being shown in full lines in both figures and
a position of the extension-pieces and the
front suspender - ends when the shoulder-
straps are drawn up toward the neck being

shown in dotted lines In both figures; and

Figs. 6 and 7 are views illustrating still an-

other form in which I have carried my inven-
tion into effect, Fig. 7 being a section on the
line 7 7 in ig. 6, showing the parts of a sepa-
rable front suspender-end separated.

A denotes the shoulder-straps of a pair of
suspenders, which may be of any ordinary or
preferred material or style; B, the back sus-
pender-end; €, thefront suspender-ends, and
D the extension - pieces. The special con-
struction of the front suspender-ends and the
mode of attachment of the extension-pieces
thereto and to the shoulder-straps are not of
the essence of my invention.

In the form illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 1

have shown each front suspender-end as com-

prising a strip 10, having at each end an at-
taching-eye 11. In ordinary use strip 10 lies
in a loop 12, which is rigidly secured to orv
made integral with a plate 13, said plate be-
ing provided with a slot 14, through which
the shoulder-strap passes. 1 wish to state
distinetly, however, that the special style of
buckle used or the means for adjusting the
operative length of the shoulder-straps is not
of the essence of my invention. In the pres-
ent instance I have shown one end of each
extension-piece as secured to one of the at-
taching-eyes, as at 15, and the other end of
the extension-piece as passing through slot
14 and secured to plate 13 by means of an
eyelet or rivet 16, which may also secure loop
12 to plate 13 if the parts are made separate.
In this form when it is desired to lower the
tronsers without detaching the back sus-
pender-end the front suspender-ends are de-
tached and one of the attaching-eyes of each
strip 10 and the corresponding extension-
pieceisdrawn through the corresponding loop
12, as 18 clearly shown in Iig. 2.

In the form illustrated in Kig. 3 one end of
loop 12 is secured to plate 13, the other end
being detachable therefrom and being adapt-
ed to be held in the retaining position by the
two members of an ordinary stud-and-socket
catch, which I have indicated as a whole by
17. In this form the extension-piece 18 at-
tached to the strip in any sanitable manner,
as at 15, the other end being connected to
plate 13 in any sultable manner. 1 have
shown the extension-piece as passed through
slot 14 and as attached to the plate by means
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~ of the shank of the stud which serves as a |

I1C

>,

member of catch 17. When it is desired to
lower the trousers without' detaching the back
suspender-end, the detachable ends of loops
12 are detached, as shown in dotted lines in
Fig. 3, which allows the strips 10 to drop
down, as is also clearly shown in dotted lines.

In the form illustrated in Fig. 4 the exten-
sion-pieces D are made contmuous with the
detachable ends of loops 12, the other ends

-of said extension- pieces beinﬂ' suitably se-

cured to strip 10, as at 15. The operation of

- this form in lowering the trousers w1th0ut de-

ordinary stud-and-socket catch 17

20

taching the back suspeuder end is clemly

ShOWﬂ in dotted lines in Fig. 4.

In the form illustrated in- Fw‘s 6 and 7 the
front suspender-end comprises two separable
parts adapted to be connected together by an
Oneend
of the extension-piece is shown as connected
to plate 13, which carries one member of the

~cateh, the other end thereof being attached

to one of the attaching-eyes 11, as ELE 15. The

attaching-eyes are connected in any suitable
manner to a plate 18, which carries the other

member of the catch. The operation of this

form, when it is desired to lower the trousers

without disconnecting the back suspender-

~ ends, will be clearly undelatood from Kig. 7,
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in connection with the other ﬁﬂ*ure% of the
drawings.

In elther' of the fo:ms the lengthening of
theshoulder-str aps by the addmon thereto of

,the extension-pieces and the front suspender-

ends enables the wearer to draw down the
suspenders at the back all that may be nec-

essary to enable him to lower the trousers
~without disconnecting the back suspender-

ends and without ddnﬂ'er of losing the front
suspender- ends. By tha,t I mean that the

user is enabled to take hold of the extension-
pieces or the front suspender-ends and draw
the shoulder-straps over toward the front
again without the slightest inconvenience.

668,118

In practice I ordinarily provide the front

suspender-ends with a connection by which

45

they may be securely, but detachably, con-

nected together. Any suitable connection
may be used—for example, tabs 19, attached

to the respective front suspender- ends and
{ provided with the complemeuntary members
When the.

of a stud-and-socket catch 20.
front suspender-ends are connected together,

as in Fig. 2 and in dotted lines in Figs. 3 and
4, the shoulder-straps extension-pieces, and

front suspender-ends become practically one
continuousstrip, theends of which hangdown
at the back and are not required to be de-
tached from the trousers when the latter are
lowered. |

Having thus deseubed my invention, I
claim—

1. Insuspendersthe combination with front
suspender-ends and shoulder-straps, of ex-
tension - pieces intermediate said parts, sub-
stantially as described.

2. Insuspendersthecombination with shoul-
der-straps provided with extension-pieces, of
suspender-ends secured to corresponding ex-
tension-pieces, substantially as deseribed.

3. Insuspenders the combination with front
suspender-ends and means whereby they may
be detachably secured together, of shoulder-
straps provided with extension-pieces whose
opposite ends are secured to corresponding
suspender-ends, substantially as deseribed.

4. In suspenders the combination with the
front suspender-ends, of loops whereby said
suspender-ends are connected to the shoulder-
straps, one end of each loop being detachable
and being provided with an extension whose
otherend 18 secured to a front suspender-end.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

| FREELAND W. OSTROM.

Witnesses: | | |
A. M. WOOSTER,
S. W. ATHERTON.
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