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JAMES R. GILBERT, OF KISSIMMEE, FLORIDA.

LANTERN.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 668,000, dated February 12, 1901.
Application filed July 21,1900, Serial No. 24,422, (No model.)

Io il whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Jamzs R. (ILBERT, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Kis-
stmmee, in the county of Osceola and State
of Ilorida, have invented a new and useful
Lantern, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention is an improved lantern, par-
ticularly designed for use as a signal-lantern
for railways, adapted to emit differently-col-
ored lights as may be desired and in which
the color of the light may be instantly changed
ab will,

My invention consists in the peculiar con-
struction and combination of devices herein-
atter fully set forth, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, IFigure 1 is
a slde elevation of a lantern em bodying my
improvements, the lamp being shown as low-
ered to emit a white light. Fig. 2 is a ver-
tical central sectional view of the same, show-
Ing the lamp raised to adapt the lantern to
emit a colored light. Fig. 31is a detail per-
spective view of the lamp holder and hood.
Fig. 4 1s a similar view of the lamp, showing
the same detached from the lamp-holder.

T'he guard-frame 1 of the lantern is of the
usual construction and may be of any pre-
ferred construction. The same supports the
tubular base-section 2 and is provided at its
upper end with the cover 3, which is hinged
thereon at one side in the usual manner and
1s provided with a suitable catch, as at 4, to
secure the same on the guard-frame when
closed thereon, and the said cover is formed
with a central vertically-extending dome 5.
A vertically-movable cap 6 is disposed within
the dome, adapted to move vertically therein,
and is supported by pins or studs 7 8, which
project inwardly from the sides of the dome
and operate in vertical slots 9, with which
the cateh is provided. A coiled spring 10 in
the upper portion of the dome bears on the
upper portion ol the cap, as shown in Fig. 2.
The lower portion of the cap is flared out-
wardly to form a flange 11, which bears on
the upper edge of the globe or chimney 12,
which is of glass and of the usual form and
may be made of any preferred form. The
sald globe or chimney is supported by the
flared upper edge 13 of the base-section 2.
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The function of the spring 10, as will be un-
derstood, is to press the cap 6 downward on
the upper edge of the globe or chimney to
firinly secure the same in place between the
base-section 2 and the cap 6. The bottom 14
of the tubular base-section 2 is removable
therefrom and is provided with a flange 195,
which 1s adapted to encirele and fit on the
lower side of said base-section. Said flange
151s provided on opposite sides with the usual
vertically-disposed lateral offsets 16, form-
Ing ways to clear the securing-studs 17, that
project from the sides of the base-section,
and provided with openings 18 to receive said
studs, and thereby secure the bottom to the
base-section. The usual spring-detent 19 on
the said flange 15 is adapted to engage one of
sald studs 18, and thereby lock the bottom to
the base-section and adapt the same to be
readily removed therefrom when desired.
The usual bail 20 is attached at its ends to
ears 21, with which the guard-frame is pro-
vided. |
The globe or chimney 12 is transparent
and made of glass, and the same for railroad
purposes has its lower portion c¢lear and its
upper portion colored, usually either red or
green. Thelowerclearportionisinthe draw-
ings designated by the reference-numeral 22,
and the upper colored portion is designated
by the reference-numeral 23.
~Centrally disposed within the lantern is a
vertically-movable lamp-holder 24, the same
In the embodiment herein shown being of
cylindrical tubular form and having the in-
wardly - projecting annular flange 25 at its
lower end. Vertically-disposed supporting-
strips 26 have their lower portions secured
within the lamp-holder, and the upper por-
tions thereof project above the lamp-holder
and support a hood 27, the upper end of
which is open, as shown. A vertically-mov-
able rod 28 operates in an opening 29 in the
top of the dome, at the center thereof, and to
the lower end of the said rod is attached a
hanger 30, which is secured to the hood and
supports the latter, together with the lamp-
holder. A ring 31 is attached to the upper

end of the rod 23 by a head 32, forming a nut
which is serewed to the upper end of said rod.
It will be understood from the foregoing and
| by reference to the drawings that the lamp-
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holder, together with the hood, may be raised
or lowered within the lantern at will.

The lamp 33, which is adapted to be fitted
within the lamp -holder through the open
lower end of the latter,is provided with spring-
catches 34, having shoulders 85, adapted to

lamp-holder, and thereby support the lamp
therein.

10 with downturned finger-pieces 36, which de-

. .the catches to be drawn inward toward each -

pend below the bottom of thelamp and adapt

~ other to disengage the same from the flange

20

25

30

35

25, and thereby release the lamp from the .

lamp-holder. | |

When the lamp is lowered by lowering the
lamp-holder and hood, the latter cuts oft the
rays of light from the upper colored portion
of the globe or chimney, and hence a clear
light is emitted from the lantern. When the
lamp is raised by raising the lamp-holder and
hood, the raysof light pass through the colored
upper portion of the chimney or globe, the

lamp-holder serving to cut off the rays of
light from the lower clear portion of the globe
or chimney, and hence the lantern emits a

colored light, as will be understood. 'The
ring 31 not only serves as means for raising
the lamp within the lantern, but also serves

as means for holding or suspending the lan-
tern. When the lantern is not suspended or

held by the said ring 31, the lamp and lamp-
holder will by gravity drop to their lowermost
position and a clear light will be emitted from
the lantern. | .

It will be understood that the lower portion
of the chimney or globe may, instead of being
clear, as hereinbefore described, be of any

Said spring-catches are provided

N )

engage the flange 25 in the bottom of the
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color desired, differing from the color of the
upper portion of the chimney or globe, and 1
do not limit myself in this particular.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— |

1. Alantern havingaglobe orchimney with
the upper and lower portions thereof differ-
ently coloved, in combination with a verti-
cally-movable lamp-holder within said globe
or chimney, a hood movable vertically with
said lamp-holder, and a lamp carried by the
lamp-holder, the latter serving to cut oft the
rays of light from the lower portion of the
olobe or chimmney when the lamp is raised and
the hood serving to cut off the rays of light
from the upper portion of the globe or chim-
ney when the lamp is lowered, substantially
as described.

9. In a lantern, the combination with a
olobe or chimney having its upperand lower
portions differently colored, a vertically-mov-
able lamp-holder therein, a hood connected
to and disposed above said lamp-holder, a rod
from which said hood and lamp-holder are

suspended, said rod extending through the

upper portionof thelanternandhavingaring
at its upper end, for the purpose set forth,
and a lamp adapted to be placed in the lamp-
holder through the bottom thereotf and hav-
ing supporting-catches to engage said lamp-
holder, substantially as described. -
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
~ JAMES R. GILBERT.
Witnesses: | |
J. N. TAYLOR,
JASPER WILSON.
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