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Fig. 3

for holding the ribbon thereto.
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To all whom it meay concern:

I3 1t known that I, CLARA BELLE ELLS-
WORTH, a citizen of the United States of
America, and a resident of Cineinnati, in the
county ot Hamilton and State of Ohio, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Neckbands or Supporting-Collars
for Ladies’ Neckwear, of which the following
18 & specification,

T'his invention relates to certain improve-
ments in neckbands or supports for ladies’
neckwear, and has for its object to provide
a device of this kind of a simple and inex-
pensive nature and of a light and durable
construction, especially adapted for support-
ing a ribbon or strip of soft and flexible ma-
torial smoothly in place upon the neck.

T'ne invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of the consirnetion, combination, and
arrangement of the improved neckband or
support, whereby certain important advan-
tages are attained, and the deviece is made
simpler, cheaper, and otherwise better adapt-
od and more convenient for use, all as will be
hereinafter fully set forth.

The novel features of the invention will be
carefully defined in the claim.

intheaccompanying drawings, which serve
to illustrate the invention, Figure 1is a view
showing the improved neckband or support
as it appears when in use. Hig. 2 is a view
drawn to a reduced scale and showing the
improved neckband or support in flat form.
18 a section taken lengthwise through
the band or support and showing the means
Fig. 4 1s a
transverse section taken through the neck-

band or support and showing the 11bb0n and -

neckband of the dress.

As shown in the views, the 1mploved neck-
band or support comprises an elongated body
portion 1,which may be formed fmm any suit-
able material, such as thin sheet metal or cel-
luloid, havmﬁ plurality of circular openings
2 pmduwd in 1t and adapted not only to re-
duce the weight of the said body portion, but
also to pwvlde apertures for purposes of ven-
tilation, so as to reduce the heating effect of
the eollm ,whichof course is made to fit snugly
about the neck. The upper edge of the hod‘y
portion 1 has a binding 3, of textile fabrie, se-

4, passed through it and through the openings
2 of the support or neckband.
may bereadilyreplaced when solled and serves
to protect the neck of the wearer from being
chafed by the upper edge of the body portion
1 and alsoserves to hide satd upper edge from
view,

T'o secure the neckband or supportin place,
the body portion 1 is provided at its central
part with a longitudinal slit 5 near its lower
edge and extended between two of the circu-
lar openings 2, the said slit being of less width
than the diameter of said openings, so that a
button inserted through one of said openings
and slid along into the said slit 5 will serve
to hold the central part of the body portion
securely in place.

The end portions of the body 1 of the im-
proved neckband or support are also pro-

vided with buttonholes 6 6, made in the form

of keyhole-slots cut in said end portions and
having their larger portions adapted for the
passage of the head of a button, which when
slid into the smaller portions of said slots, as
shown at ¢ in Fig. 4, will act to secure the
ends of the neckband securely to the neck-
band ¥y of the dress.

The body portion 1 of the support is also
provided at one side of its central part with
parallel transverse slots 7 7, extended across
1t and adapted for the passage of one end of
a ribbon or other flexible strip ®, the end or
ends of which after having been passed
through said slots, as shown at &' in Fig. 3,
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55

6o

75

8o

are passed about the neck, so asto cover and

completely coneceal the body portion 1, after
which sald ends are secured by pinuning, ty-
Iing, or otherwise, as shown in Fig. 1.
Theimproved support constructed as above
described is of an extremely simple and in-

expensivenatureand 1sespecially well adapt-

ed for use in supporting ladies’ neckwear,
sinee 1t islight and cool and 1s adapted to hold
the ribbon stretched smoothlyover the body
portion, 80 as to give a neat and attractive
appearance to thedevice without being drawn
too tightly upon the neck of the wearer.
The improved neckband or support is also
adjustable to a certain degree by reason of
the ends thereof being each provided with a
plurality of buttonholes 6 6, so that by lap-

cured thereon, preferably by means of stitches | ping the ends of the body portion 1 over each
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other to different points the device may be | with ventilating-apertures, buttonholes near

made to fit various sizes of necks.
1t will also be apparent from the above de-
scription of my improvements that the neck-

band or support is capable of some modifica-

tion without material departure from the

principles and spirit of the invention, and
for this reason I do not wish to be understood
as limiting myself to the precise form and
arrangement of the device as herein set forth.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— -

The herein-described neckband or support,
formed of astrip of flexible material provided

i

its ends, a longitudinally-disposed slit near

1tg lower edge with enlarged ends, and trans-
versely-disposed slots mnear its mid-length,
and a protecting-strip of textile fabric em-
bracing the upper edge of said strip and se-
cured theretoas and for the purpose specified.

Signed by me at Cincinnati, Ohio, this 14th
day of June, 1900, |

CLARA BELLE ELLSWORTH.

- Witnesses:
JOHN KLIAS JONES,
JAMES . LUDDON.
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