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Lo all whom it may curncerr:

Be it known that I, CHARLEMAGNE STE-
PHENSON, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Conyers, in the county of Rockdale,
State of Georgla, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Link- Holders;
and I do hereby declare the following to be A
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
veml{mj such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
1se the same.

yinvention relates to car-couplers in gen-
Bl al,and more pfu"umﬂarly tothat elas&, known

s “‘link-couplers;” and its objeet is to pro-
1';'1(:18 a device for holding the link in a hori-
zontal position within the coupler to obviate
thenecessity of the trainman passing between
the cars when they are being coupled to hold
the link of one coupler and guide it into the
opening of the opposite one.

With this objectin view I have construected
a device such as is deseribed in this specifi-

cation and shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which— -

F1D ure 1isa per pective view of my inven-
tion; and Ifig. 2 is a side view of a coupler
wutmned In my invention and of the link in
place, the coupler being shown in section.

Referring now to the dr awings, in the man-
ufacture oi my invention I provide a body ¢,
having a | -head O, at the ends of which are
hhnwe% ¢ and d, which extend at right angles
to the head in the dir ection of the body a &md
parallel thereto. Kxtending from two oppo-
site sides of the body «, at 11D*ht angles thereto
and at right angles to ‘the T he&d, aAre arms e
and f, and upon the extremities of the arms
are flanges ¢ and /i, which extend at right
angles t0 the arms in the direction of the T-
head and parallel to the body, the flanges ¢,
d ¢, and i being of aboutequal height. P&SS*
ing through the oodv cand longitudinal there-
oJf 1S & Dm’*io" ation .

1he operation 1s as follows: I first place a

; link in position upon my holder, as is shown

in if1g. 2—that is, in such a manner as to al-
low one of its ends to lie between one of the
langes g and » and the body o and its two
sides to rest upon the T-head, between its
flanges cand d and the body portion. When
the link nas been thas placed in position, the
holderisslipped into the opening of the outer

kel

- head In such a mauner as to allow the per-

foration 2 to fall directly in alinement with
the perforations in the coupler, and when
this has been done the usval coupling-pin is
droppéd into the alining perforations. By
referring to Fig. 2 it will be seen that the link
will then protrude horizontally from the open-
ing of the coupler, and it will be held in this
position by the weight of the protruding end.
Thesald end may then be passedinto the open-
ing of the adjacent coupler and held therein
by means of the pin in the usual manner.

It will be readily seen that but one of my
holders will be required for a pair of coup-
lers, and asuitable hook may be placed above
the coupler to receive the odd holder, should
one be found, in each of a pair of couplers.

It will be understood that the arms e and
fextend about midway of the ends of the
body a, and for thisreason my invention may
be used in connection with cars of different
heights, for if the coupler carrying my holder
is slightly lower than the adjacent coupler
the coupler is placed with the T-head up-
wardly, as shown In Fig. 2; but if they are
of about equal height its position may be re-
versed.

It will of course be understood that when
the couplers are at equal distances from the
ground the holder should be placed in the
lower of the two.

It will be understood that I may manufac-
ture my invention of iron or other suitable

material, and I may also vary its constraoction.

without departing materially from the spirit
threreof.

Having now fully shown and described my
invention, what I elaim is-—

1. A link-holder for car-couplers compris-
Ing a body portion having arms extending
trom opposite faces at each end thereof and
at right angles to said faces, the arms at one
end of the body portion lying at right angles
to the arms at the opposite end of the body
portion and in a plane parallel with the plane
of the sald opposite arms.

2. A link-holder for car-couplers compris-
Ing & body portion having arms extending
from opposite faces at the ends thereof and
at right angles thereto, the arms at one end of
the body portion lying at right angles to the

-arms at the opposite end of the body portion

55

6o

70

75

80

Jgo

95

100



10

> - | 667,998

and in a plane parallel to the plane of said
opposite arms and the extremities of the arms
having flanges parallel with the body portion,

the flanges at one end of the body portion
extending in the opposite direction to the

flanges at the other end of the body portion.
3. A link-holder for car-couplers compris-
ing a body portion having a pair of arms ex-

tending from opposite faces of the body por-

tion at the ends thereof and at right angles
thereto, one pair of armslyingatright angles
to the other pair of arms and in a ‘plane par-
allel to the plane of said opposite arms, the

1

‘arms of each pair having terminating flanges
parallel with the body portion and projecting 15
in the direction of the arms of the opposite
pair, sald body portion having a longitudinal
opening to receive a pin.

In testimony whereof I sign my name, in
the presence of two subscribing witnesses, on 20
this 21st day of May, 1900.

CHARLEMAGNE STEPHENSON.

Witnesses:
J. W. PATTILLO,
W. J. EAKES.
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