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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS P. COOK, OF DESLOGE, MISSOURL.

MANDOLIN, BANJO, AND GUITAR ATTACHMENT FOR PIANOS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters P&fe_nt’ No. 667,972, dated February 12,1901,
' Application filed May 4, 1900, Seria;l No. 15,470, (Nomodel)

To wll whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, THOMAS P. CO0OK, of the
city of Desloge, St. Francois county, State of
Missourl, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Mandolip, Banjo, and
Guitar Attachments for Pianos, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing dlfmmﬂ*% forming a4 part hereof.

This invention 1elates to mandolin, bcm;]o
and guitar attachments for pianos, &0 ; and
it eonsists of the novel construction, combi-
nation, and arrangement of parts hereinafter
shown, deseribed, and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a sectional
view of a part of a piano, showing my im-
proved attachment in position therein. Kig.
2 18 a view 1n perspective showing parts of
my invention,
tional view of one of the tongues. Figs. 4 and
5 are rear and front views, respectively, of
one of the tongues. FKig. 6is an end view of
the complete invention.
showing a modified form of my improved at-
tachment.
showing the manner in which the tongues of
modified construction are supported. FIFig. 9
is a view showing the means which I employ

- for raising or 1ower1nﬂ* the device while the
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sale 1s in ase.

Referring by numerals to the accompany-

ing drawings, 1 indicates a strip of leather
or snmlal material of a length sufficient to
extend over the space oceupied by the piano-
strings. Integral with the lower edge of the
said strip is a plurality of downwardly-pend-
ing tongues 2, there being one for each of the

~ piano-strings. The said tongues are arranged
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different angles from the strip 1.

in such a manner as to be parallel with the

piano-strings when the device is in use, and

eonsequently they will extend in 1el&twely

end 3 of each of the tongues is made thinner
than the upper portion for the purpose of
making it more flexible, and to the rear side
of each of the tongues is secured a metallic
button 4, which is adapted to be thrown
against a string of the piano, and thereby vi-
brate the said string. KEach of the buttonsis
provided with a pair of ears or c¢lips 5, which
project rearwardly through an aperture in
each of the tongues and are bent laterally,

Fig. 7 18 a view

Fig. 5 1s a view In perspective

The lower

IFig. 3 1s an enlarged sec- |

!

ther eby holding the button 11{3‘1d1y in pOSH}IOﬂ,
Fig. 5. |

To the rear side of the strip 1 is secured a
eomespandmgr strip 6, integral with which is
a plurality of tongues 7, the same cor wbpoud—
ing with and bemg 5eemed to the tongues 2.
The tongues 7 are wedge-shaped and Sermi-
nate at a point some dismiwe above the but-

tons4,Fig.6. Bythisarrangementthe tongues
are made flexible at their lower ends, while

their upper portions are made more rigid and
serve to retain them in their normal or
straight position. The strip 6 may be dis-
pensed with, however, by making the strip 1
outof thick leather and arranging the tongues
2 tapering, as is done when the strip 6 and
the tongues 7 are made use of. The same re-
sult wﬂl be attained in either case.

In use the strip 1 is secured to the’ 1ea1_

Hing-bar, Fig. 1, so that the

side of the mus

tongues 2 are 11111116(11&[3615 in front of the

pmne-sblmﬂs and in rear of the hammers.

The pianois then played in the ordinary man-

ner, the hammers striking the lower part of
the tongues 2 and driving the buttons 4

against the strin gs, which are vibrated and

ma.ke a sound like th&t of a mandolin, banjo,
or guitar, depending upon the location ot the
strip upon which the hammer strikes.

In Figs. 7, 8, and 9 I show a modified con-

struction and dispense with the strip 1 en-

tirely and arrange a plurality of tongues 8§,
each provided on its upper end with a set-
screw 9, but similar in other respects to the
tongues 2. I provide a rack 10,having an ap-
erture 11 extending longitudinally there-

through and a slot 12 leading into the said

apertme from the rear side of the rack. To
apply the towues, the heads of the set-screws
are inserted in the aperture 11, the body of

the set-screws projecting Lhmug"h theslot 12.

The tongues then, asis readily apparent, can
be adjusted at any desired angle. The rack
may be supported inany debued manner and
may be raised and lowered -by engaging the
cord 13, secured thereto, and which pxo;]eets
upwmdly over a pulley 1ocabed in the center
of the cover and through an aperture in the
centerof the frontside dn_d held at any desired
adjustment by a fastening device of any pre-
ferred construction. DBy adjusting the de-

vice in different positions sounds may be
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made like those produced by a mandolin,
banjo, or guitar, and the change from one to
the other can be quickly and easily accom-
plished by means of the cord 15.

I claim—

1. Asan article of manufacture,the herein-
described device for use in musical instru-
ments,comprising a strip of leatherof alength
equal to the space covered by the strings of
the tnstrument in which it is adapted to be
used, and having integral therewith a plu-
rality of depending toungues, which tongues
extend at various angles from the said strip,
and a metallic button carried by the lower
end of each ot said tongues, substantially as
specified.

2. As a new article of manufacture, the

667,972

herein-described device comprising a strip of
leather of uniform thickness having a plu-
rality of depending tongues integral there-
with,a button carried by each of said tongues.
and a second strip of leather having tongues
corresponding to the tongues carried by the
first-mentioned strip,secured to the first-men-
tioned strip, the said second - mentioned
tongues being tapering and terminating at a
suttable distance above the said buttons, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS P. COOK,

Withesses:
A. V. PRATTE,
K. E. DABREL.
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