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To all whom Tt wmay concermn:

Be it known that I, HENRY A. FRYE, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
the city of New York, borough of Manhattan,
in the county and State of New York, have
invented a newand Improved Shoe-Lace Fas-
tener, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

My invention relates to lace-fasteners par-
ticularly for shoes, and has for its object to
provide a strong, simple, and inexpensive de-
vice for securing lace ends without tearing
them and at the same time firmly hold them.

1T'he invention will be fully deseribed here-
inafter and the features of novelty pointed
out 1n the appended claims.

Reference istobe had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in whwh anmlm characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one form
of my improved fastener ready for applica-
tion to a shoe. PRig. 2 is a sectional view
showing the same applied. Fig. 3 is a side
elevation showing another form of my lace-
tastener. Fig. 4 shows the second form of
the fastener Lpplled to a shoe, and Fig. 5 is
a fragmentary view of the top of a shoe hav-
ing my fastener applied thereto.

A&, illaustrated in Kigs. 1 and 2, the fastener
comprises a tubular member A and holding-
prongs Is. The fastener is made of one piece
of sheet metal, the tubular member A being
cylindrical, or approximately so, and hwmn
at 1ts top a longitudinal slot A’, plefer..—tbly
flaring at the edﬁe of the member A, the slot
telmnmtmp shmt of the other edﬂ'e of said
member. The upper portion of the tubular

member is curved about semicy hndueally,_

while the lower portion hastwoapproximately
plane or flat members A? which touch each

~other at their inner ends or nearly so, said

members lying in the same plane. From the
adjacent or meeting ends of the members A®?
the prongs B wtend downward, each prong
being W-shaped and of a width equfbl to the
1@110‘1311 of the tubular portion A. In apply-
ing this fastener to a shoe the prongs B are

prongs are bent or ¢lenched, as shown in Fig.
2. The open end of the slot A’is placed out-
wardly. In using the device the lace D is
simply passed through the tube A and drawn
into the slot A’,(see also Fig. 4,) the lace end
thus becoming clamped in place sufficiently
to resist the ordinary pulling strain coming
upon it. I'he lace is readily unfastened by
carrying it out of the slot A’

The fastener shown in Figs. 3 and 4 differs
from the one described above by the form and
arrangement of the prongs B’. These prongs
ATe V-Shdped and are disposed under that
end of the tubular member A at which the
open end of the slot A’issituated. A shoul-
der A®is left at the end of the tubular mem-

ber, so that said member will have a bearing

agalnst the leather both in front and in the
rear of prongs B'. This construction is sim-
pler, lighter, and cheaper than the one first
described without being inferior to it in
strength.

I desire it to be understood that various
modifications may be made without departing
from the nature of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, I
ciaim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A fastener for shoe-laces and the like,
comprising atubular body provided with hold-
ing-prongs at the center of its bottom, and a
longitudinal slot extending at the top of said
body from one edge thereof to a point at a
distance from the other edge.

2. A fastener for shoe-laces and the like,
comprising a tubular body provided with a
curved upper portion slotted longitudinally
from one edge to within a distance from the
opposite elﬂ'e and two flat lower members
located in @pprommdl}ely the same plane and
extending toward each other, and holding-
prongs which extend downwardly from the
adjacent ends of said lower members.

3. A fastener for shoe-laces and the like,
comprising a tubular body having at its top
a longitudinal slot extending from one edge

to within a distance from the opposite edge,

dlwen through the leather C until the flat | and holding-prongs extending downwardly

| members A*engage the leather, and then the 5o
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from the tubular member under that part | name to this specification in the presénce: of
thereof at which the open end .of the slot is | two subscribing witnesses.

situated, the prongs terminating short of | '

both ends of the body, so as to have a shoul- HENRY A. FRYE.
5 der or bearing-surface on the body both in Witnesses: |

advance and in the rear of the:prongs. | EVERARD BOLTON MARSHALL,

In testimony whereof I have signed my JoHN LOTKA.
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