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To all whomn it may concerw.

Be it known that I, EbwARD R. HODGES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at In-
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Copying-Pad Mois-
teners, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

One object of my said invention 18 to pro-
vide a device for moistening and containing
pads or cloths for copying letters or other
written matter in what is commonly known
as a ‘‘letter-press copying-book;” and a fur-
ther object is to provide means whereby the
requisite amount of moisture is uniformly
distributed to such pads or cloths, sothat any
number of them will give the same result in
copying.

Said invention consists in certain detalls of
construction and arrangements of parts, as
will be hereinafter more fully deseribed and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, which are
made a part hereof, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a receptacle embodying my said 1n-
vention, a portion thereof being broken away
to show the interior of the device; IFig. 2, a
fragmentary plan view of my device with
pads or cloths contained therein; and Fig. 5,
a sectional view on the dotted line 3 3 in Fig.
92, showing the various parts employed in the
construction of my said invention.

The body portion 1 of the device is of a
plain reectangular form. Attached to or
formed integrally with the bottom of this body
portion are bars and studs2and 3, upon which
the bed-plate 4 is positioned, such bed-plate
being loosely mounted thereon, one end o of
said bed-plate being turned downwardly to
fit over one set of the studs 3, so that it will
remain in place when the device is tilted for
draining or pouring off the water. As will
be readily understood, this bed-plate 4, upon

which the pads or cloths p rest, is perforated, |

so that the water which is squeezed from the
pads will fall therethrough into the bottom of
the body portion. As will be noticed at the
right of Fig. 3, the last one of said bars 2 is
placed at some distance from the side of the
body portion, and the end of the bed-plate ex-
tends beyond said bar or bars, thus forming

when it is tilted baeck, said cover binding
against the end of the bed-plate. Thischam-
ber or compartment is adapted to hold the
cover 6 in a vertieal position when itis raised
up off the pads or cloths and tilted back, as
shown by the dotted lines in Fig. 3, and it
furtherserves tocontain water,which isforced
through the pads and falls into the bottom of
the body portion, the water passing between
the bars and studs and caused to run into
said chamber by slightly raising the device
at one side and can be poured out without re-
moving any of the parts of the device or the
pads contained therein or without further
dampening the pads.

Tho cover 6 is of smaller dimensions than
the body portion of the device, consists of any
snitable structure for the purpose, and IS
adapted to be merely placed on top of the
pads or cloths without being hinged or other-
wise secured. 1 provide a finger-hold 7 on
one side of the cover, and a notch 8 is cut in
the side of the body portion to receive said
inger-hold.

The device is made of metal, and I prefer
to construct it of aluminium, not only for the
reason that such metal is much lighter in
weight, but because it will not corrode or be-
comeslimy, asis ordinarily the case with such
devices when constructed of other material.

In the operation of this device the pads or
cloths are placed on the bed-plate either in
a wet condition or water is poured thereon
after being placed on said bed-plate. Asa
number of these pads are usunally employed,
they cause the space provided for them to be
filled to such an extent that when the cover
is placed on them it projects above the sides
of the body portion. Therefore when it is de-
sired to press or force the water from the pads
or cloths the complete device is placed in an
ordinary letter - press. The press is then
turned down, forcing the lid into the body
portion, which action causes the water to be
squeezed through the pads into the bottom of
the receptacle. By this method the pads or
cloths are not only thoroughly and uniformly
moistened, but any ink contained in them is
washed out, the result being similar to thab
obtained by the nse of a wringer.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

a chamber ¢ to receive the end of the cover 6 | by Letters Patent, 1s—
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A copying-bath consisting of a body or tray | ed to be forced into said tray portion under
portion, 1; bars, 2, and rows of studs, 3, al- | pressure.
ternately arranged, and fixedly secured to the In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
bottom of said body portion; a perforated bed- | haud and seal at Indianapolis, Indiana, this
5 Elate,hé, !oosesl}_; mounteéil on. saiddstuds ém5d 12th day of April, 1900. |
ars, having a downwardly-extending end, 5, . 1
adapted to fit over a row of the stads SEEE:! EDWARD R. HODGES. [r.s.]
compartment, ¢, in one side of the tray por- Wilnesses: |
tion, and a cover, 6, which normally projects W. A. COFFMAN,
1o above the sides of the tray portion and adapt- | C. S. FRYE.
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