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To all whom 6 maly concer:

- Be it known that I, ROBERT F. ROGERS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at But-
ler’s Landing, in the county of Clay and State
of Tennessee, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Dredges for Collect-
ing or Gathering Bivalves; and I do declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the arb to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

Theinvention relates to dredges for collect-
ing or gathering bivalves, and more particu-
larly mussels, which are found at the bottom
of rivers in large beds and which are so posi-
tioned that their large ends are down and
their small or tapering ends up.

The object of the invention is to provide &
device of this character which shall be sim-
ple of construction, durable in use, and com-
paratively inexpensive of production.

With this object in view the invention ¢on-
s1sts in certain features of construction and
combination of parts, which will be herein-
after fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a perspective view of my improved d1edﬂ'e
and Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view.

Referl ing tothedrawings,1 denotes the head
of the dredge, which consisbs of the arms ¢
and the rectangular frame 0,50 which the arms
are attached. The head 1s provided with an
operating-rod 2.

3 denotes the prongs of the dredge, the end
ones of which may be of any well-known or
approved construction, while the side or co-
acting ones are each made of spring material
of any desired shape in cross-section, straight

from 0’ to ¢, inclined outwardly from ¢ to d, .

and straight and vertical from d to e. Kach
prong is secured to the rectangular frame
against rotary or twisting movement and has
1ts lower end provided with an inclined face
7, formed with a shoulder g.

In operation when the dredge is forced
downward into a bed of mussels the side
prongs will be spread apart by the wedge-
shaped end of the mussel, thus permitting

the mussel to passabove theshoulderg. Hach |

succeeding mussel is forced past this shoul-
der,and the mussels finally rise up the straight
passage tormed by the corresponding straight
portions b’ ¢ of the prongs until they are
lodged in the basket formed by the inclined
portions from ¢ to d of the prongs. After the
dredge has been filled it is raised and the
mussels dumped out from the open rectangu-
lar frame.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction, operation, and advantages
of my invention will be readily understood
without requiring an extended explanation.
The device is exceedingly useful for the pur-
pose for which 1t is designed and may be
placed upon the market at a comparatively
small cost. |

Various changes in the form, proportion,

and the minor details of construction may be .

resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciples or sacrificing any of the advantages ot
this invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, is—

1. An oybter -dredge provided with coact-
ing prongs consisting of a body portion in-
clined from d to ¢ and straight from ¢ to b/,
the lower contiguous ends of each prong being
beveled and formed with a stop-shoulder,
substantially as set forth.

2. In an oyster-dredge, the combination

with the frame, a head a,tmched to the frame

and provided With an operating-handle, of op-
posing prongs each of which consists of a ver-
tical straight portion having a straight upper
end, an 111011ned inter medlate portmn and a
sl,raight lower end, the contiguous faces ot
which are beveled and are formed with stop-
shoulders, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

ROBERT F. ROGERS.

Witnesses:
S. B. ANDERSON,
T. W. ROBERTS.
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