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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 667,545, dated February 5, 1901,

Application filed March 10, 1900, Serial No. 8,113,

1o all whom it may concern:

- Be 1t known that I, STEPHEN B. MEDLEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Immovements in Furnitare-Casters,
of which the following is a spem ication.

In the drawings, mee 1 is a vertical sec-
tional view of my improved caster. FHig. 21is
a bottom plan section with the bottom plate
or cap which retains the ball in place removed.
Fig. 31is a bottom plan view of the caster-cup,
taken in the line 3 of Fig. 1, looking in the
direction of the arrow, with all of the parts
removed; and Fig. 4 isa plan view of the roll-
holding cradle removed.

In making my improved furniture-caster I
make a cup A, which may be of cast or other
material, as may suit the convenience of the
maker. 'This holder is intended to be set or
placed in a properly-shaped recess in the leg
B of a piece of furniture, as will be readily
understood from an ei(amma;tlon of Fig. 1. 1
provide also a circumferential flange @ upon
the eup, so that it can be attached or fastened
to the leg of the furniture to prevent it from
falling out of the recess in which it is placed.
In making the cup a cradle-recess C is pro-
vided in its inner end somewhat in the form
of a Greek cross, as shown in Fig. 3, of a size
to receive the roll-holding cradle intended to
be 1nserted in it. Thiscradle D is shown de-
tached in Fig. 4. It is preferably cast, al-
though it may be stamped out or made in any
desired way; but whether made by casting or
stamping it is intended to have projecting
ears or lugs d at what may be termed its four
““corners,” provided with holes at right angles
to each other, so that rolls . may be inserted
between the appropriate ears or lugs and held
by journals or pintles, as shown in Figs. 1
and 4. This eradle, with its rolls assembled
together, as shown. in Fig. 4, is now ready to
be; plaeed or inserted in the recess arranged
in the inner end of the caster-cup of the ap-
propriate size and shape to receive it. I also
prefer to put a ball F in the center of the
cradle between the rolls, as shown in Figs. 1

and 4. 1 nextinsertthe caster-ball G, which

(No model.)

18 intended to form the rotatable part of the
caster bearing on the floor. 1 also prefer to
provide the caster-cup with a circumferential
groove or recess at 1ts outer edge,forming part
of a runway, in which may be arranged a set
or series of balls H. These balls are held or
retained in place by the cap I, which is also
preferably provided with a circumferential
groove to form part of the runway for the
balls H and with a circumferential flange 7,
by which 1t is attached to the flange ¢ of the
cup by means of rivets or otherwise, as de-
sired. This cap forms the last piece to be
assembled or arranged in place. The entire
caster, with all its parts assembled, as above
described, 1s then to be fastened or attached
to the leg of a piece of furniture when applied
to use by screws J or other desired means.

What I regard as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a caster, the combination of a caster-
cup having a top plate integral therewith, a
recess formed 1n the under or inner face of
the top plate, a roller-holding cradle conform-
ing in shape to the shape of the recess in the

top plate and independent of the top plate,

and held against rotation when inserted in
the recess and having at each of its four cor-
ners a right-angle ear or lug, rollers journaled
or mounted in the ears or lugs of the cradle,
a caster-ball inserted in the caster-cup below
the cradle and bearing against the cradle-
rollers, and a cap or plate secured to the lower
end ot the cup, retaining the ball in the cup
to have the ball hold the eradle in place and
lock the cradle against rotation by the en-

cagement of the eradle with the recess when:

the caster- ball 1s in place, substantially as
described.

2. In a caster, the combination of a caster-
cup provided with acradle recelving and lock-
ing recess in the inner face of its top plate, a
roller-holding cradle inserted in the upper
end of the cup and locked and held against
rotation by the cradle-recess in the top plate
of the cup and provided with ears or lugs,
rollers journaled or mounted in the ears or
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lugs of the cradle, a center bearing-ball placed
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loosely in the space between the cradle-roll-
ers, a caster-ball inserted in the-caster-cud
below the cradle and bearing against the face
of the rollers and the face of the center bear-
ing-ball, and a cap or plate secured to the
lower end of the cup retaining the caster-baill
in the cup to have the caster-ball hold the

l

cradle and the center bearing-ball in place,
substantially as deseribed.

STEPHEN B. MEDLEY.

Witnesses:
THOMAS A. BANNING,
THOMAS B. MCGREGOR.
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