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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, WirLrniaM H. KIMBALL,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Tal-—
lapoosa, in the county of Haralson and State
of eorgia, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Artificial Limbs, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to artificial limbs;
and 1ts object is to provide an improved lin-
ing for the socket portion of the limb which
receives the stump and contacts with the
skin, whereby the absorption of perspiration
and the consequent fouling of the limb,which
is offensive and deleterlous to health, WIH be
avoided.

The 1tmprovement will be fully deseribed
hereinafter in connection with the accom-
panying drawing, which forms part of this
specification, and its novel features will be
defined in the appended claim.

T'he drawing represents an artificial leg,

partly in side elevation and partly in verti-
cal section.
The invention is applicable to both legs and
nd 1s not restricted to any special sbyle
or make of artificial limbs, the form shown in
the drawing being arla,pted for the purpose
of 11111st1a‘rmo the invention.

The mfelenee numeral 1 designates the
lower portion of the limb,comprising the calf
and foot, and 2 is the upper section or socket,
which receives the stump and may be of any
desired shape and size to conform to the shape
and length of the stump.

3 desw‘nates the lining of the socket, which
is the gist of the invention, and consmts of a
thin sheet or sheets of non -¢OTrosive metal,
as tin-foil, aluminium, or other like metal.
The lining is applied by first coating the in-
ner surface of the socket and one side of

| the tin-foil or metallic sheet with any suit-

able adhesive material, such as shellac. The
coated surfaces are then subjected to a mod-
erate degree of heat for the purpose of evap-
orating the volatile elements of the adhesive

45

material, after which the strips or sheets are

applied to the coated or varnished surface of

| the socket and burnished or pressed down

with a hot iron. A single thickness of the
metallic lining will suffice; but, if preferred,
two or more ldyers or 1311101{1'169%63 of the lin-
ing may be applied.

I am aware that it has been proposed here-
tofore to line the sockets of artificial limbs
with cork or like porous materials and that
removable linings have been employed; but
my invention is distinguished from the prior
art In that my lining is entirely non-porous
and may readily be apphed to sockets of any
shape or size, making the improvement avail-
able for all classes of artificial limbs.

While I have found tin-foil to be well adapt-

ed for the purpose in view, I would have it

understood that the invention i 18 not restrict-
ed to any particular metallic sheets or strips,
but includes all such thin metallic substances
as may be found to be adapted for the pur-
pose, and, as above stated, the improvement
18 equally applicable to legs or arms.
Iclaim— - |
As an article of manufacture, an artificial

limb having its socket lined with a metallic

strip or sheet secured to the surface of the

socket by an adhesive agent.
In testimony whereof T affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIA"\I H. KIMBALL.

Witnesses: .
C. K. HEAD,

M. A. GREENE.
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