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To all whome it may concern:
Be it known that I, WiLL1aAM J. BURNS, a

- citizen of the United States, residing at Bo-
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nanza, in the county of Sebastian and State
of Arkansas, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Shinglers’ Hatchets:
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. |
My invention relates to improvements in
hatcehets, and particularly in hatchets for use
by carpentersin placing shinglesand weather-
boarding, the improvements consisting par-
ticularly in a gage attachmentor attachments
for a carpenter’s hatchet, by means of which
the shingles or weather - boarding may be
gaged uniformly and the necessity for chalk-
ing a line in order to have the row of shingles
or of weather-boarding straight is obviated.
My invention will be understood by refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which
the same parts are indicated by the samé let-
ters of reference throughout the several views.
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the head of
a hatchet provided with my invention. . Fig.
218 a view looking at the hatchet shown in
Fig. 1 from the left in said figure. Fig. 3 is
a view of the hatchet looking in the opposite
direction. Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 1
looking at the hatchet from the opposite side.
Kig. 5 is a section taken on the line 5 5 in
Fig. 1 looking in the direction of the arrow.
Fig. 6 is a section taken on the line 6 6 in
Fig. 1 looking in the direction of the arrow;
and Kig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 6, but
showing the stem of the gage-plug as screw-
threaded and engaging ascrew-threaded open-
Ing in the head of the hatchet, the same being
a modification of the device shown in the pre-
ceding figure. | |
A represents the body of the hatchet, which
1s of the ordinary construction used by car-
penters—thatistosay, having astraight front
edge A’ and cylindrical or octagonal poll A°
somewhat elongated. Atintervals along the
forward straight edge A’ of the blade portion
A* a series of sockets a® are formed, as indi-
cated in dotted lines in Fig. 1. These sock-

ets are preferably tapered inwardly for the
reception of the tapered stem or plag B’, hav- |

ing an enlarged head B, which serves as an
adjustable gage, the said tapered plug or stem
B’ fitting in one of the sockets a’. The poll
A’ is also provided with a series of sockets o’
and a?, arranged at intervals along the said
poll in lines somewhat to either side of the
rear of the poll, as seen most clearlyin Fig. 3.

A tapered plug.or stem C°% having an en-
larged head C, adapted to fit either of the
sockets 1n the series @' or a® is provided.
This tapered plug C° with its enlarged head
C, serves as an adjustable gage in like man-
ner as the plug B’, hereinbefore described,
and the said plug C°may be adjusted,asstated,
into one of the openings of either of the se-
ries a' or a?. | -

Fig. 7 shows a modification in which the
plug D%is screw-threaded and the sockets
therefor d° also screw-threaded, the head D
thereof being, however, similar to the heads
B and C of the tapered plugs hereinbefore de-
seribed. |

If desired, I may use the screw-threaded
plug in place of the tapered plug; but this
form is preferred on account of the cheapness
incident to the fact that it is not necessary
to cut the threads on the plugs or in the
sockets. |

The reason for having two sets of openings
a’ and a? is to render the hatchet convenient

for use either by a right-handed or a left-

handed person. The plug adjustable into
these openings is used as a gage for setting
the edges of the shingles that project beyond
the eaves, the top of the hatchet-poll being
rested against the cornice and the shingles
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being set to project beyond the cornice suffi-

cient to come in contact with the head C of
the adjustable plug C° In thecaseof a right-

handed carpenter this plug would be used in |

one set of openings a®, while in the case of a
left-handed carpenter the plug would be set

into one of the openings of the series o'.

The plug B’ is intended as a gage for set-
ting the weather edge of the shingles. In
doing this the head B of the plug B'is set
against the body of the shingle of the row
last nailed and the body of the shingle to
be nailed against the end of the poll A? of the
hatchet.

Aswill be seen,the adjustability of the plugs
herein described and shown permit of setting
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the shingles at various widths within certain
limits, and the double set of openings a' and
a? render the tool convenient for use by either
right or left handed persons or persons who
use both right and left hands.

The arrangement of the plugs used for gages
in eonnection with my hatchet do not.inter-
fere in any way with the use of the blade of
the hatechet for cutting or the head of the
hatchet for nailing, being entirely out of the
way. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States, 18— | |

1. In a carpenter’s tool, the combination
with a hatchethaving astraight forward edge
and provided with a series of sockets along
the blade portion of said edge, and having an
elongated poll and a series of sockets along
the rear of the said poll; of a plug adapted to
engage inone of said sockets, and ad justable
from one to another, for use as a gage, sub-
stantially as described. |

2. In a carpenter’s tool, the combination
with a hatchet having astraight forward edge
and provided with a series of sockets along
the blade portion of said edge, and havingan
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elongated poll and a series of openings at
oither side of the middle of the poll and at
the rear side thereof; of a plug adapted to
engage any one of said sockets, and adjust-
able from one to another, for use as a gage,
substantially as described. |

3. In a carpenter’s tool, the combination
with ahatchet having astraight forward edge,
and a series of tapered sockets formed in the
blade portion of said edge; of a plug having
a tapered point adapted to engage either of
said openings for use as a gage, substantially
as hereinbefore described.

4. In a carpenter’s tool, the combination
with a hatchet having an elongated poll, said
poll having two sets of tapered sockets formed
equidistant from and on opposite sides of the
middle line of the poll, and a plug. having a
tapering point adapted to it any one of the
said sockets, and serving as a gage, substan-
tially as hereinbefore described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM J. BURNS.

Witnesses:

GEO. CLINTON,
M. L. HARIAGE.
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