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To all whomy it may concermn:

_ Beit known that I, JOEHN WOODSON RICE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at At-
lanta, in the county of Fulton and State of
Georgia, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Duplicate- W hist Card-

Cases; and I do declare the following to be a
full, elear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the

- SdIe. .

The invention relates to card-ecases, and
more particularly to a folding case for hold-
ing four hands of cards played in the game
of duplicate whist, in which the four hands
played at one table are played by the players
at the next succeeding table.

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple, durable, and inexpensive card-holder
which will securely hold in place the sepa-
rate hands of cards and which will be com-
pact in construction and ocecupy but a small
amount of space.

With this object in view the invention con-
sists in certain features of construetion and
combination of parts, which will be herein-
after fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view illustrating my improved
card-case. Fig. 2 is atop plan view, and Fig.
3 is a cross-sectional view. |

The numeral 3 represents a series of parti-
tion-walls of my improved whist card-case,
the same being constructed in rectangular
form and having secured at their rear ends
and flush with the edges thereof cleatls 4,
made of squared strips of a sufficient thick-
ness for the purpose intended. To the bot-
tom portions of these partition-walls and ar-
ranged at suitable distances apart are se-
cured V-shaped spring-clasps 5, having their
lower extremities bent at the fastening-point
¢, the upper end portions thereof being bent
outwardly, asata, and the central or body por-
tions being bent inwardly, as at b, for a pur-
pose presently to be explained. Hach of the
partition-walls at their upper central edges

are provided with cut-away concave portions,
which permits of the cards being inserted or
readily withdrawn from the clasps when de-
sired. To the rear edge portions of the walls
and to the rear edges of the cleats is secured
a back strip 1, having its edges extending on
opposite sides of the outer cleats 4, whereby
said edges are adapted tobesecured tocovers
2,said covers corresponding in size and shape
to those of the partition-walls 3.
(not shown) may be connected to the front
edges of the covers whereby to secure the

parts together. I attach importance to the.

construction of the spring-clasp 5 for the rea-
son that their upper ends being bent out-
wardly, as shown at a, permits of the cards
being readily inserted, also that the body
portions being bent inwardly, as shown, per-
mits the cards being held between the clasps
and partition-walls, and, further, the clasps

being in V-shaped form permits of the cards

being readily withdrawn through the walls
thereof, and finally the top edges of the par-
tition-walls being cut away in concave form
permits of 4 hold being had on the top edges
of the cards to withdraw the same.

‘Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

In a duplicate-whist card-case, the combi-
nation with the partition-walls, havingcleats
connected to the rear ends thereof, a back
strip secured to the rear edges of the cleats
and those of the partition-walls, the ends of
the strip being connected to the cover of the
case, of the V-shaped clasps having one end
secured to the lower edge portion of the walls,

the free ends thereof being bent outwardly

and the body portion bentinwardly, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

In testiinony whereof I have hereunto seb
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
| JOHN WOODSON RICK.
Witnesses:
- R. C. DELLERIDGE,
Cuaas. H. JOHNSON.
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