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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT F. FULLER a
citizen of the United St&teq residing at Now-
ark, in the county of Kssex and St-ate of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Buckles; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, ¢lear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

My present invention has reference more
particularly to improvements in buckles, and
the invention relates to a novel construction
of buckle which is adapted for use on ladies’
belts, but is also applicable for other uses.

My present invention therefore has for its
primary object to provide a novel construc-
tion of buckle for belts and analogous articles
which shall be of a simple constraction and
in which the locking or holding members can
be easily and quickly manipulated; and, far-
thermore, the invention has for its further ob-
jects to provide a buckle comprising a pair
of sliding members, one of which is provided
with serrations or other suitable holding
means and the other member being provided
with an oscillatory operating and holding
clasp which is actuated and retained in its
holding or locked engagement with the serra-
tions or holding means on the one sliding
member by means of a spring or other actu-
ating means secured to said holding-claspand
arranged in a position between the under sur-
face of said clasp and the sliding member with
which said clasp or link is connected. |

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a buckle which is especially adapted for
ladies’ belts and in which the use of a spring
on the back of the buckle is entirely avoided,
the spring in the construction hereinafter set
forth being concealed from view between the
holding-catech and the sliding member and
offering no projecting points or sharp corners
on the back of the buckle members to wear
the material with which the buckle 1s used or
to prick the fingers when manipulating the

5o members of the Duckle.

| ent invention will appear in the accompany-

ing specification, and the novelty in the pres-
ent case resides in the general arrangements
and combinations of the various parts, as well
as in the peculiarities of the construction
thereof, all of which will be more fully de-
seribed in the following description of the
same and then pointed outin the claims here-
to appended, which form a part of this speci-

fication.
The invention is clearlv 111usbra,l;ed in the

accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a face view of a belt-buckle em-
l:)r)dymunr the punclples of thisinvention. IKig.
21is a back view of .the buckle, the slide mem-
bers of the buckle in both figures being rep-
resented in their held or locked engagement.
Fig. 3 is a side or edge view of the buckle
WIth the holding cateh or link on the one
member of the buckle in its locked or held
engagement with the holding means on the
other member of the buckle, and Fig. 4 1s a
similar view of the buckle with the holdmcr
or locking catch or link raised from its hold-

ing enﬂaﬂ'emenb with the holding means on
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the one Shde member of the buekle to permit

the separation or adjustment of the two mem-
bers. Fig. 5 is a face view of the two slide
members of the buckle, the same being rep-
resented in their separated or disengaged po-
sitions. Fig. 6 is a longitudinal vertical sec-
tion of the several parts of the buckle in their
locked or held positions, said section being
taken on line 6 6 in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
Fig. 7 is a similar section taken on line 7 7 in
sald Fw 1; and Fig. 818 a cross-section of
one of tho smd sllde members, sald sectlon
being taken on line 8 8 in Fig. 5. Fig.9is a
view of a blank from which the holding catch
or link is formed, and Fig. 10 is a perspective
view of one form of spring to be used with
said holding cateh or link,

Similar letters of reference are employed in
all of the said above-described drawings to
indicate corresponding parts.

In the said drawings, ¢ and b represent the
two slide members of the buckle, the same
being made of metal, which may be suitably
ornamented on their faces and are of any
desirable configuration in outline. These

Other objects and advantages of my pres- | plates or slide members o and b are respec-
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tively provided with rearwardly-extending
lugs or ears o’ and o', which are formed with
holes or perforations a® and b° for the secur-
ing therein of suitable holding-pins ¢ and ¢/,
5 to which the respective ends of the belt or
other analogous article are to be fastened in
the usual manner. Of course it will be un-
derstood that anyother fastening means may

be employed in c¢onnection with the said |

10 plates or slide members a and 6 for securing
the ends of the belt or other article to the
same.
cured in the holes or perfomtions a* and b? of
the respective earsor lugs ¢’ and b’ by means

15 of heads ¢¢, which are formed on the ends of
sald pins; but it will be understood thatsaid

pins may be otherwise secured in position on |
the backs of the respective slide members of |

the buckle. As 1is clearly illustrated in the

20 several figures of the drawings, the said plate

or slide member « 18 provided with a longi-

tudinally-extending raised portion a3, form-

ing a suitable rib, and the other member b is

likewise provided with a longitudinally-ex-

25 tending raised portion 63 which is formed

with serrations or holding-teeth b%, struck up

‘therein, or with any other suitable holding

means.

vided with narrow side flanges 6° adjacent to

3o the longitudinal edges of the said raised por-

tions b9, substantially in the manner illus-
trated in Figs. 1 and 6. |

I'rom an inspection of the several fizures

of the drawings it will be seen that when the

35 slide member b is slid over the member a the

raised portion «® of said member ¢ will slide

into the curved and raised portion b° of the

member b, and the said side flanges b° will

slide upon the outer surface of the said mem-

40 ber a contiguous to the edges of the longitu-

‘dinal rib or projection a3, thereby imparting

~ a positive action of the said parts when thus

passed one over the other. The said slide

member a 18 also provided with a pair of op-

45 positely-placed holes or openings or slots. a8,

into which extend the ears or lugs d' of the

catch-plate or link d, each ear or lug d’, as

will be seen from an inspection of Figs. 7and

9, being provided with an offset or cut-away

go portion d?, which forms a shoulder and which

Is made to bear directly upon the upper sur-

face of the plate orslide member a at one end

of the opening or slot a® when the said lug

- 55 link d is passed through the said hole or open-
ing af and secured in its operative position
by the bent or turned-over portion ® to each
lug or ear d' in the manner represented in
Flﬂ‘b 2,7, and 8 of the drawings. Thesaid off-

6o setsd?actasfulerumal supports, whiletheend
portions d°of the lugs or ears d’ of the catch-
plate or link d are bufﬁelenbly turned down |
that the said catch-plate or link d will be fully |
capable of an oscillatory motion and will be |

65 operatively secured 1n 1ts proper position
upon the uppersurface of theslide member a.

- the drawings.

These pins ¢ and ¢’ are suitably se-.

The said slide member b is also pro-

-any ornamental design.
~construction are simple and effective for the
. purpeses of a belt-buckle, in which the parts
-ean be quickly and easily manipulated for
the proper adjustment of the belt around the
" body of the wearer, and in which there is no
‘undue strain upon the connecting parts of
the holding cateh or link which lmﬂ*ht force
 the holdrwT parts from their locked engage-

- use ino perative.
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portion d° of said calch-plate or link d, pref-
erably by means of a pair of lugs d¢* which
are made integral with said cateh-plate, is a
suitable spring plate or device e. This plate
e 18 secured 1n position against the under side
of said cateh plate or link d by bending the

said oppositely-placed lugs d* down and upon

the said spring-plate ¢ in the manner illus-
trated more particularly in Figs. 6 and 8 of
Thesaid spring plate or device
eis preferably madehor sebhoe-qh&ped,as illus-
trated in Fig. 10, being provided with a pair

ofcurved end pieces ¢’, the free ends of which
~bear against the outer surface of the said
slide member a on opposite sides of its raised

portion or rib @°® thereon, whereby under
normal conditions the end portion d* of the
catch-plate or link d is forced in the direc-
tion of the arrow « in Fig. 3, while the op-
posite end portion d° of said ecatch-plate or
link d is forced in the opposite direction (in-
dicated by the arrow «'in said Fig. 3,) to bring
sald end-portion d° in positive holding or
locked engagement with one of the serrations
or teeth b* on the slide member b.

T'he arrangement and constraction of the
several parts herein described are such that
when the two slide members a and b of the

~buckle are slid over each other in one direc-
tion the end portion df of the cateh plate or

link d will slip over the serrations or teeth &!;

[ but when the pull on the slide-members of
the buckleisin an opposite direction: then the
- parts will be held in their locked positions.
In this manner the belt to which the buckle
18 attached can be readily adjusted around
- the waist. of a person and when so adjusted
- will be held in its adjusted position until a
. slight pressure is brought by the person wear-
' ing the belt and its buckle against the end
. portion ¢° of the catch plate or link d in the
- direction of the arrow y, as clearly indicated
1n Fig. 4 0f the drawings.
. cause the holding end portion df of the said
 cateh-plate or link d to become disengaged
. from 1ts held or locked position with the ser-
- ration or tooth 6* of the slide member b, as
 clearly illustrated in said
- d° moving in an outward direction, (indicated
by arrow ', )and the twoslide members ¢ and
. b of the buekle can then be readily separated
- and the belt removed from the waist of the
. wearer, or it can be readjusted, if desired.

or ear d at each side of the catch-plate or |

This action will

figure, the portion

The exterior of the buckle can be made of
Its operation and

“ment, and thereby render the device when in
Farthermore, there being
no spring upon the bhack of the buckle there

Secured against the under side.of the end | will be no prejecting corners, which would
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tend to wear the material of which the beltis
made and which might prick the fingers of
the person while in the act of manipulating
the parts of the buckle.

The buckle can be put to many different
uses, and is especially adapted for belt-bue-
kles and for use with suspenders, garters, and
the like. -'

I am fully aware that changes may be made
in theseveralarrangementsand combinations
of the parts without departing from the scope
of my presentinvention. Henceldonot lHimit
my invention to the exact arrangements and
combinations of the parts as herein described
and as illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, nor do I confine myselt to the exact de-
tails of the construction of the said parts.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 18—

1. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide
members, wovable one on the other, serra-
tions or holding-teeth on one of said mem-
bers, a catch-plate or link, means connected
with said catch-plate or link for retaining it
in its position on one of said slide members,
and an actuating means between a portion of
said eatch-plate or link and the upper surface
of said slide member on which said cateh-plate
or link is arranged to oscillate, constructed
and arranged to normally force the one end
of said eatch-plate orlink in engagement with
a tooth or serration and force the other end
of said catch-plate or link in an outward di-
rection away from the faces of the slide mem-
bers, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth. |

2. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide
members, movable one on the other, serra-
tions or teeth on one of said members, a catch-
late or link, means connected with said catch-
plate or link for retaining it in its position on
one of said slide members, and a spring be-
tween a portion of said catch-plate orlink and
the upper surface of said slide member on
which said catch-plate or link is arranged to
oscillate, constructed and arranged to nor-
mally force the one end of said catch-plate or

link in engagement with a tooth or serration.

and force-the other end of said catch-plate or
link in an outward direction away from the
faces of the slide members, substantially as
and for the purposes set torth. |

3. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide
members, movable one on the other, serra-
tions or holding-teeth on one of said mem-
bers, and the other slide member being pro-
vided with a pair of oppositely-placed open-
ings, a catch-plate or link, fulerumal posts or
lugs on said catch-plate or link arran ged 1n
said openings in the slide member and hav-
ing their free end portions bent over against
the back of said slide member, means ¢on-
nected with said fulerumal posts or lugs for
supporting said eatch-plate or link in position
on the outer face of the slide member, and
means connected with said catch-plate or link

for normally holding one end of said catch- | catch-plate or

—

plate or link in holding engagement with a
tooth or serration, and forcing the other end
of said catch-plate or link in a direction away
from the faces of the said slide members, sub-
stantially as and for the parposes set forth.

4. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide
members, movable one on the other, serra-
tions or holding-teeth on oneof said members,
and the other slide member being provided
with a pair of oppositely-placed openings, a
cateh-plate or link, fulerumal posts or lugs
on said catch-plate or link arranged in said
openings in the slide member and having
their free end portions bent over against the
back of said slide member, and a spring be-
tween a portion of said catch-plate or link
and the upper face or surface of said slide
member on which said catch-plate or link 1s
arranged to oscillate, constructed to normally
torce the one end of said catch-plate or link
in separable holding engagement with a tooth
or serration and force the other end of said
catch-plate or link in an outward direction
away from the facesof theslide members,sub-
stantially as and_for the purposes set forth.

5. A bueckle, comprising, a pair of slide
members, movable one on the other, serra-

tions or holding-teeth on one of said members,

and the other slide member being provided
with a pair of oppositely-placed openings, a
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catch-plate or link, fulerumal posts or lags

on said catch-plate or link arranged in sald
openingsin theslide member and having their
free end portions bent overand loosely placed
against the back of said slide member, an oft-
set on each fulerumal post or lng bearing upon
the upper sarface of the said slide member at
one end of each opening therein, forsupport-
ing said eatch-plate or link In its oscillatory
position on the outer face of the said slide
member,and meansconnected withsaid cateh-
plate or link for normally holding one end of

said catch-plate or link in holding engage-

ment with a tooth or serration, and foreing
the other end of said catch-plate or link in a
direction away from the faces of the said slide
members, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth.
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6. A buckle, comprising, a pair of slide.

members, movable one on the other, serra-
tions or holding-teeth on one of said members,
and the other slide member being provided
with a pair of oppositely-placed openings, &
catch-plate or link, fulerumal posts or lugs
on said catch-plate or link arranged in said
openings in theslide memberand having their
free end portions bentoverand loosely placed
against the back of said slide me mber, an off-

120
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set on each fulerumal post orlug bearing upon

the upper surface of the said slide member at
one end of each opening therein, for support-
ing said catch-plate or link in 1ts oscillatory
position on the outer face of the said slide
member, and a spring between a portion of
said eatch-plate or link and the upper face
or surface of said slide member on which said
link is arranged to oscillate,
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counstructed to normally force the one end of
sald eatch-plate or link in separable holding
engagement with a tooth or serration and
force the other end of said catch-plate or link
in an outward direction away from the faces

of the slide members, substantially as and for .

the purposes set forth.
7. A buckle, comprising a pair of slide

nembers, movable one on the other, one of |

sald slide members being provided with a
holdingorlocking means,an oscillatory catch-
plate or link on the other slide member, and
an actuating-spring secured at one end of
said catch-plate or link, said spring having a
free end portion in sliding engagement with
the outer face of the slide member with which
said catch-plate or link is connected, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

8. A buckle, comprising a pair of slide |

|
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members, movable one on the other, one of 26

sald slide members bsing provided with a

holdingorlocking means,an oscillatory catch-

plate or link on the ofher slide member, hold-

ing-lugs d* on said cateh-plate or link, and a

spring e secured on the back of said catch-

plate or link by means of said lugs df, said
spring having a pair of free end portions in
sliding engagement with the outer face of the
slide member with which the said catch-plate
or link is connected, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I ¢laim theinvention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this
26th day of October, 1900.

ALBERT F. FULLER.

Witnesses:
FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL,
J. E. MERGOTT.
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