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10 all whonv Tt muy concerr:

Beit known that I, FRANCIS F. ATKINSON, a
subjectof the Queen of Great Britain,residing
at New York,in the eounty of New York and
Stateof New York,haveinvented newand use-

ful Improvements in Shoe-Lace Fasteners, of |

which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to improvements in

shoe-lace fasteners, the object being to pro-

vide a shoe-lace clamp which is retained in
place by the lacing-cord and when clamped
thereon will fasten the same more securely
than by tying in the usual manner, the con-
struction being such that the parts constitut-
ing the clamp will not be detached one from
the other. |

The invention consists in the construction
of the clamp for the purpose herein set forth,
sald clamp having a base-piece with eyes and
a screw carried by the base-piece, the end of
the screw being upset to prevent the removal
of a thumb-nut which is mounted on the
screw, all as will be hereinafter more fully set
forth and specifically claimed.

In the accompanying drawings,which form
a partof this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a shoe-lace fastener or string-
clamp constructed in accordance with my in-
vention, the same being shown as applied to
a shoe. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
clamp,showing the nut positioned away from
the base. Fig. 3is a perspective view, partly
In section, of a modified form; and Fig. 4 is a
longitudinal sectional view of a further modi-
fication.

-The clamp for fastening shoestrings when
made in accordance with my invention con-
sists of a base A, from the center of which pro-
jects a secrew ¢, upon whichismounted anut b,
having a milled edge. The base A at a greater
distance from its center or serew than the di-
ameter of the nut is provided with eyes or
perforations «', sufficient in diameter to re-
ceive two cords. In general terms the strue-
ture 15 such as to provide a base having a cen-
trally-disposed screw upon which is mounted
a clamping-nut,the base having therethrough
eyes, so that when the shoe-laces are passed
in opposite directions through the eyes they
will lie against the screwand may be clamped
against the base by the nut.

A

In the manufacture of the device the base
may be stamped or struck up from sheet
metal,the openings a' therethrough providing
eyes, and the scerew has its end upset to pre-
vent the entire removal of the nut. In praec-
tice theeyes through the base may be rounded
toobviatesharpedges,which would be present
if the holes were simply punched through the
metal. Hyelets may be inserted in the holes

and upset to provide said holes with rounded

edges, and, if desirable, a washer ¢, of rubber
or other suitable material, may be placed over
the screw, so as to bear upon the base.

As a modified form of my invention (shown

in Fig. 4) eyelets ¢ are employed not only to

provide the apertures through the base-plate

with rounded edges, but also to secure to the
base - plate a piece of material other than
metal, as fabric, leather, or rubber, or these
eyelets may hold upon the base a piece of
sheet metal, from which the screw projects,
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the head of the screw engaging with an irreg-

ular-shaped indentation or depression formed

in the base-plate.
Fig. 3 1llustrates a further modification in

which the base is made up of hard rubber
or analogous material, the apertures there-
through being reinforced by metal eyelets.
In use the ends of the shoe-lace are passed
from the under side through the eyes and
thence across the base and downward through
the other eye, after which the ends of the lace
are knotted to prevent the removal of the
clamp. When the nut is near the upset end
of the serew or out of engagement with the
lace, the ends can be drawn to tighten the

same and may be clamped by turning the nut

down upon the lace. | -

Theclamp can bereadily and cheaply manu-
factured and may be ornamented as desired,
and in the manufacture of the article the nut
may be of suificient thickness to permit the
requisite movement of the same upon the
screw without exposing the end of the screw.
For instance, the nut may have a cap into
which the screw passes when the nut is turned
toward the base.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Pate]f_lt-, iS_."'
1. The combination in a fastening device
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for lacing-cords, of a base-plate having adja-

cent to its ends perforations of a diameter
sufficient to admit of the passage therethrough
of both ends of the lacing-cord, an upwardly-
projecting screw-threaded shank carried by
the center of the base-plate, and a clamping-
nut mounted on the shank; whereby a lacing-
cord when passed throngh each of the perio-
rations in the base-plate will be positioned
against the shank to be engaged by the nut.

2. An improved article of manutacture, &
clamp tor lacing-cords consisting of a base-

plate from which projects a serew-threaded-

shank, perforations through the base-plate
said perforations being adjacent to the shank,
eyelets secured in the perforations to provide
the same with rounded edges the diameter ot

the eyelets being sufficient to admit of vhe

passage therethrough of two lacing-cords, and
o nut mounted on the serew-threaded shank,
substantially as shown, whereby both ends
of a lacing-cord may be passed through each
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of the eyelets and when so passed will be po-
sitioned on opposite sides and against the
shank to be engaged by the clamping-nut.

3. The combination in a fastening device
for shoe-laces, of a rigid base-plate having
end perforations therethrough, a piece of pli-
able material attached to the base-plate by

eyelets, a threaded shank and clamping-nut
carried by the base-plate, the construction

of the parts being such that both ends of a
shoe-lace may be passed through the eyelets
and when so passed will lie adjacent to the
threaded shank and beneath the clamping-

nut, sabstantially as shown.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses. -

FRANCIS F. ATKINSON.

Witnesses:
SAMUEL C. HINMAN,
PETER J. MCINTYRE.
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