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SELF-LOCKING BOX.

SPHCIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 667,092, dated January 29, 1901.
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To all whom it may concermn: |

Be it known that I, JOHN A. JEWELL, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Washington, Distriet of Columbia, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in

Self-Locking Boxes, of which the following is:
a full, clear, and exact deseription, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings,
making part of this specification.
My invention relates to an improvement in

self-locking boxes especially designed for use

by householders and others for the reception
of articles of household use—such as jars of
milk, packages, and other things—and for the
safe keeping of articles deposited in the box
until such time as it may be convenient to
remove them, thereby avoiding the annoy-
ance and inconvenience of going to the door
to receive a package or other article from a
tradesman, milkman, postman, or other per-
son and rendering it unnecessary for the per-
son leaving the package to-wait until the
same 1S received. |

My invention consists in the peculiar con-
struction and combination of devices herein-
after fully set forth, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a vertical sectional view of a self-loeking box
embodying my improvements. Fig. 2 is a
horizontal sectional view of the same.

The box A is preferably of rectangular
form and may be of any suitable size and
constructed of anysuitablematerial. Itcom-
prises the vertical sides B, the top C, and the
bottom D. The front side K is hinged at its
upper portion, as at F, is adapted to open
outwardly and swing upwardly, and has onits

‘1nner side, near its lower edge, an inwardly-

projecting locking-bolt G, which is provided
with the shoulder g. The rear side of the
box is preferably open, as at H.

A false bottom I is located in the box, is
hinged or pivoted, as at K, and is acted upon
by a spring L, which normally raises the
outer or front end of the false boftom, as
shown in full lines in Fig. 1 of the drawings,
and keeps the same in contact with the stops
M, formed at the front corners of the box.
The said false bottom is provided with a lock-

| by dotted lines in Fig. 1 of the drawings) by

the weight of a parcel, a jar of milk, or other
object, the door being closed, engages the
shoulder of the locking-bolt and securely
locks the door or front side of the box. When
the parcel or other object is removed from
the box through the open side thereof, the
spring restores the false bottom to its normal
position to disengage the cateh N from the

i shoulder of the locking-bolt on the door or

hinged front side of the box.

Any suitable form of spring may be em-
ployed, or the false bottom may be pivoted
near its central portion and provided at its
inner end with a weight in lieu of a spring.
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Other modifications may be made without de- .

parting from the spirit of my invention, and

I do not desire to limit myself to the precise
construction and combination of devices here-
in shown and described.

In the operation of my invention the box is
secured to a door-jamb in such manner that
the door when closed will close the rear or in-
ner open end H of the box. When a parcel
or other article is placed in the box, the door
E of the box will close by its own weight, and
the weight of the parcel or other article on
the false bottom will depress the latter, there-
by engaging its catch with the lecking-bolt of

‘the door, as previously described, thereby se-

curely loeking the door of the box and pre-
venting the article therein from being stolen.
When the house-door is opened, the article
may be removed from the box through the
open 1nner or rear side thereof,.as will be
readily understood. Thereupon the false bot-
tom will be immediately raised by the spring,
the door X unlocked, and the box will be then
ready for the reception of another parcel or
article. . -

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— |

1. A box of the character deseribed, having
its front side hinged at its upper side, form-
ing a door, adapted to open upwardly and
swing outwardly, said door having a project-
ing locking-bolt on its inner side provided
with a shoulder; and a pivoted false bottom,
normally raised at its front end and provided

ing-catch N, which when the false bottom is | with a locking-catch, which when the false
depressed to the horizontal position (indicated | bottom is'depressed and the door closed, en-
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cages the shoulder of the locking-bolt and
thereby locks the door on its inner side, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

2. A box of the character described, having
its front side hinged at its upper side, form-
ing a door, adapted to open upwardly and
swing outwardly, said door having a project-
ing lochmﬂ-bolt on its inner s.ﬂde, provided
mth a 5houlde1 a pivoted false bottom, a
spring normally ra-ising the outer end there—
of, and a locking-catch ou said false bottom,
which when said false bottom 1s depressed,
as by the weight of an object placed upon it,
engages the shon]del of the locking-bolt (md
thereby locks the door, the end of said box,
opposite said door, bemrr open, and said box
being adapted to be seeured to one side of a
door-frame, so that the open end thereof will
be closed by the door in the said frame, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

3. A box of the character described, having
a hinged door at one end, closed by gravity
and provided on itsinner side with a locking-
cateh, and a spring-pressed pivoted false boh

tom, provided with a locking-cateh, adapted,
when said false bottom is depressed, as by the

667,092

weioght of an objeet thereon, to engage the
cateh on the door and thereby automatically
lock the latter, substantially as described.

4. A box of the character deseribed, com-
prising a door, holding means carried by said
door, a depressible plate normally raised ad-
jacent tosaid holding means—and means car-
ried by said plate, codperating with said hold-
ing means whereby when said plate is de-
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pressed and said door closed the latter will

be locked.

5. A box of the character described, com-
prising a4 hinged door adapted to swing out-
wardly, holdmﬂ' means carried by said dom
a pivoted plate normally raised adjacent to
said holding means—and means carried by
said plate codperating with said holding
means whereby when said plate i1s depr ecsbed
and said door closed the latter will be locked.

In testimony whereof 1 have set my hand,

, 40

this 22d day of September, A. D. 1900, in the

presence of two attesting witnesses.
JOIIN A. JEWELL.
Witnesses:
E. J. TOTTEN,
CHARLES V. GRUNWELL.
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