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To all whom Tt may concerr:

Be it known that we, CHARLES C. CRAW-
FORD and WILLIAM C. BICHY, citizens of the
United States, residing in the city and county
of Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania, have
invented a new and useful -Improvement in
Mail - Bag Closures, which improvement 1is
fully set forth in the following specification
and accompanying drawings. | -

Our invention relates to an improved con-

struction of an automatic loecking device for

mail and other pouches, the same consisting
of a plurality of bars which are hinged to-
gether In such a way that the frame compos-
ing the locking device when the bars are in
a certain position will tend to keep the mouth
of the bag or pouch open for the reception of
letters, packages, &c., and when the pouch
is filled the same can be instantly closed and
at the end of the closing movement automat-
ically locked without requiring additional at-
tention on the part of the operator.

It further consists of novel detaills of con-
struction, all as will be hereinatfter fully set
forth, and particalarly pointed out in the
claims.

Figure 1 represents a plan view of an au-

tomatic locking deviece for mail and other

pouches, showing the same in locked position.

Fig. 2 represents a plan view showing the de-
vice in open position. Iig. 3 represents a
section on linez x, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 represents
a section on line vy vy, Fig. 1. FKig. 5 represents
a section on line z z, Fig. 2.
represent, on an enlarged scale, perspective

views showing the manner of forming the |
joint between two adjacent bars.

Kig. Srep-
resents a side elevation of a mail or other
pouch having our invention applied thereto.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
locking device congisting of the bars B and
C, which are hinged to each other at one end
by the rivet, pin, or other connection D, while
at their other or opposite ends said bars are
hinged to bars K and F by means of the con-
nections G and H, the contiguous ends of

said bars E and F being hinged to each other |

Figs. 6 and 7 !

| by means of the pin, rivet, or other connec-

tion J.

It will be seen that the bar B is provided
with a recessed or rabbeted portion K, into
which fits the overlapping portion L of the
bar C when the parts are in closed position,
as seep. in Fig. 1. In like manner the bar F
is provided with a recessed or rabbeted por-
tion M, into which fits when the device is
closed the overlapping or projecting portion
N of the bar E, it being noted that the latter
is provided with the opening P, beneath
which is the slit Q, into which the card or
tag R, indicating the designation of the bag,
is adapted to beslipped. One of the bars, as
B, is provided on its upper or raised portion
or at some other suitable point with the mems-
ber S of the locking device, which is adapted
to engage the other member T’ of said lock-
ing device when the parts are in closed posi-
tion, as indicated in Figs.1,4,and 8. Itwill
further be noted that the juxtaposed ends of
the opposite bars, as C and E, are beveled

as indicated at U and V, while the juxta-

posed ends of the opposite bars B and If are
beveled as indicated at W and X, so that
when the locking device is closed, as indi-
cated in Fig. 1, the juxtaposed edges of the
bars will lie contiguous to each other, as will
be understood from Figs. 1, 3, and 4. The
contact of the beveled surfaces V and U with
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the extremities A’ and B’, respectively, will

serve to limit the movement of the bars con-
stituting the locking device.

The manner of attaching the locking de-
vice A will be understood from Fig. 8, where-
in Y designates a bag, the edges of the same
being secured in any suitable manner to the

locking device above described by means of

rivets common to the mouth of the bag and
the openings Z. |

It will thus be seen from the foregoing that
a bag or pouch equipped with our invention
can be readily filled when unlocked and in
the position seen in Fig. 2, and when itisde-
sired to close the same the partscan be readily
and automatically locked as soon as they as-
sume the position seen in Fig. 1 without re-
quiring attention on the partof the operator.
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Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim as new, and desﬂre to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In an automatic lockmg device, a plu-.

rality of bars hinged together, the opposite

pairs of said bars having rabbeted edges.
adapted to overlap when the device isclosed

and provided also with beveled portions on

the overlapping end portions of the bars of

each pair, sald beveled portions abutting

when the device is closed, the extremities of

said beveled portions being adapted to ¢on-

tact with the opposing extremities of the:
raised portion of a contiguous bar, and said .
end portlons acting as stops and llmltmﬂ' the

opening movement of said bars.

2. In an automatic locking device, a plu-
rality of bars hinged together, the opposite
pairs of said bars having rabbeted edges
adapted to overlap when the device is closed
and provided also with beveled portions on

the overlapping end portions of the ‘bars of |

866,613

| each pair, said beveled portions abutting

against each other when the deviceisclosed,
the extremities
ing adapted to contact with the opposing ex-

| tremities of the ralsed portions of a contigu-

ous bar when the said device is closed, Sﬁld
oxtremities acting as stops and lnmtmﬂ* the

opening movement of said bars, one_of sald

bars having an‘opening -in its upperside and
transverse grooves extending outwardly from
the walls of said opening, said bar being pro-
vided with a slot extending from the inner

side to said opening and grooves and the outer
end of said slot being adapted to be closed
by the inner side of a,nother bar when the de-
| vice ‘is-¢losed. |

CHARLES C. CRAWFORD.
WILLIAM C. BICHY.

Witnesses:
Wan. CANER WIEDERSHEIM
C. D. MCVAY.

of said beveled portions be-

30

35




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

