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0 all whom & Maly CONCeri:

Be it known that I, ROBERT RUDKIN, a ¢iti- |

zen of the United States of America, residing
at Branch, in the county of Westmoreland
and Stateof Pennsylvania,haveinvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Envel-

ops, of which the following is a specification,:

reference being had therein to the accompa-
nying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in envelops, and has for
its principal object to construct an envelop
which may be sealed in such a manner that
it will be practically impossibie to open the
same without detection.

Briefly deseribed, the invention comprises
a sealing - tongue which is formed integral
with thesealing-flap of theenvelop and which
is adapted to be inserted through the pair of
slits or openings formed in the envelop, the
one at the cross-line of the sealing-flap and
the other below the point where the different
flaps of the envelop seal together, the tongue
being adapted to be inserted through its slot
between the back and front portion of the en-
velop and overlapupon the back, where it 1s
slit, all of which will be hereinafter more
specifically deseribed, and particularly point-
cd out in the claims.

In describing the invention in detail refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings,
forminga partof thisspecification,and where-
in like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views,
in which— |

Figure 1 isa plan view of my improved en-
velop in the open or unfolded position. Fig.
2 is a like view of the envelop when closed.
Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on the
line 3 3 of Kig. 2.

The envelop consists of a rectangular front
1, having a sealing-flap 2, provided along the
edge of its inner face with a gummed or ad-
hesive surface 2/, thisfront 1 carrying the end
flaps 5 6, the flap 5 being adapted to overlap
upon the flap 6 and be secured thereto, and a
flap 8, which is adapted to overlap upon the
flaps 5 6 and be sealed thereto, asin the con-
struction of the ordinary envelop. “The flap

2 carries an integral sealing-fongue 3, which
is gummed or provided with an adhesive sub-
stance on its underneath face 4. The free | and the sealing-

e

| edges of the flaps 5 6 are slightly curved or

cut away, so that the same will lie below the
crease-line between the front 1 and the flap
2. as shown at 7, and directly in the crease-
line between the front 1 and the flap 2 is an
oblong slit or opening 9. A like slit or ob-
long opening 10 extends through the flaps o,

55

6,and 8 at a point in vertical alinement with 6o

the slit 9, through which the tongue 3 1is
adapted to be inserted before being passed
throngh the slit or opening 2.

The manner of sealing the envelop is as
follows: Assuming the same to be in the
form to receive the letter or like, asin Fig. 1
of the drawings, and theletter placed therein,
the gummed or adhesive surface 2’ is mois-
tened, together with a part of the gummed
surface on the sealing-tongue. Only that
portion of the sealing-tongue adhesive sur-
face is moistened which is to engage with the
flaps 5, 6, and 8, the outer end of the tongue
adhesivesurface being left unmoistened untii
the tongue has been inserted through the
sliv or opening 10 through the slit or open-
ing 9, at which time the remaining portion
of this tongue is moistened and sealed upon
the envelop, as shown in Fig. 2 of the draw-
ings.

It will be observed that the portion of the
tongue which is drawn through the slits or
openings being left unmoistened until so
drawn through may be readily handled, and
a double seal is effected on the back of the
envelop, a part of said tongue sealing upon
the flaps 5, 6, and 3, and the remaining por-
tion of the tongue sealing upon that part of
the tongue which is sealed to the fiaps.

It will be observed also that in the con-
straction of an envelop of this character va-
rious changes may be made in the details
without departing from the general spirit of
my invention. |

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I c¢laim as new, and desire to secure by

' Letters Patent, 1s— |

1. An envelop having a sealing-flap pro
vided with an integral tongue which is
gummed along the entire length of its under-
neath face, said envelop provided with a pair
of slits or openings, the one located in the
crease-line between the front of the envelop
lap and the other about mid-
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way of the envelop - back, a por-tion of the

tongue being adapted to seal against the back
of the envelop and a part thereof after having

been drawn through the slits or openings be-
ingsealed upon the part that engages the back
of the envelop, as and for the purpose de-
seribed.

2. In an envelop, the front ha,vmn'end flaps
which are cut away along thelir upper edges,
and a sealing-flap which terminates in a sea,l-
ing-tongue gummed on its underneath face
throughout its length, the said envelop hav-

“ing a pair of slits, the one located in' the

crease-line between the frontand thesealing-
flap of the envelop and the other about cen-
trally of the envelop-back, the sealing-tongue
being adapted to partly seal upon the en-

velop-back with the outer portion of sald |

666,561

tongue after having been drawn through the
slits in the envelop, sealed upon that portion
which sealstotheenvelop- b&ek substantially

as described.

3. An envelop having a sealing-flap which
terminates in an integral sealing-tongue pro-
vided with a Uummed under nea‘ch f&ce adapt-
ed when Sealed to partly engage the back of
the envelop, partly lie betweeu the back and
front of the envelop, and partly sealed upon
itself, substantially as de%erlbed

In testimony whereof I af
in the presence of two witnesses.

ROBERT RUDKIN.

Witnesses:
HucH E. JONES,
JAs. C. DAVIS.
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