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10 all whom it may concerzr. |

Beit known that I, WiLLIAM S. ROWLAND,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Denton, in the county of Indiana and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Wire Fences, of

which the following is a specification, refer-

ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings. | '

Thisinvention relates to wire fences of that |

class in which provision is made for taking

up the slack; and it has for one of its objects.

to construct a fence in such a manner as to

~ reduce the cost toa minimum without detract-
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ing from its durability. |

A further object is to provide a fence hav-
ing means for taking up the slack in the lon-
citudinal wires, thus preventing sagging and
loosening of the wires and their supports.

Other objects and advantages of theinven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined
by the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, Figure 1 is a side
elevation of a section of fence embodying the
invention. Fig. 2is aside elevation of a por-
tion of the end post or brace, with its attach-
ments. Fig. 3is an end elevation of the end
post, with its stay-wires and anchor, with the
ratehet-winders removed.

The reference-letter A designates the end

" post or brace of the fence, provided on dia-
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metrically opposite sides with laterally-pro-
jeeting lugs a, which are formed with bear-
ings to receive the shafts oraxes a’ of ratchet-
wheels B and B/, located, respectively, at the
inner and outer sides of the post. The post
A rests upon a foundation C, preferably con-
sisting of a bloek of stone orlike durable ma-
terial.

C’ designates an anchor-block located, like
the foundation C, below the surface of the
cround, and to this anchor-block are secured
the lower ends of stay-wires «?, the upper
ends of which are secured to the shafts of the
ratchet-wheels I3, which are located on the
inner side of the post A, each of said ratchet-
wheels being provided with a pawla®. It will

be clear from Figs. 1 and 3 that these wires
a® brace the post against both longitudinal
and lateral strain. |

To the axes of the ratchet-wheels B', located

on the outer side of the post A, are secured
the ends of the longitudinal wires D of the
fence, the ratchet-wheels being provided with
pawls b, as shown in Fig. 2. The wires D are
connected together by vertical spacing-wires
E, placed at snitable intervals apart, which
may be secured to the line-wires by suitable
fastenings, as d'. -

The letter F designates the vertical sup-
ports for the fenece, which may have suitable
side braces, as f°.

It will be obvious thatthelongitudinal wires
D and also the stay-wires of the end support
A may be readily tightened through the me-
dium of the pawl-and-ratchet mechanism.

From the above desecription, in connection
with the drawings, it will be seen that 1 en-
tirely avoid the use of wooden posts, which
soon rot and become unserviceable, and that
the entire fence structure is proof against
weather, as well as against displacement by
wind-storms.

I claim— |

1. In a wire fence, the combination with a
post, and an anchoring-block, of a pluarality
of ratchet winding devices having journal-
supports respectively upon the inner and
outer sides of the post, the inner winding de-
vices bearing an alternate relation to the
outer winding devices, longitudinal fence-
wires connected with the winding devices
upon the outer side of the post, and stay-
wires connected with said anchor-block and
with the winding devices at the inner side of
the post, substantially as set forth.

2. The.combination with the end post hav-
ing laterally- projecting lugs, of ratchet-
wheels having their shafts supported in bear-
ings in said lugs, longitudinal wires secured

‘to the shafts of some of said ratchet-wheels,
and stay-wires secured to the shafts of the

other of said ratchet-wheels, and an anchor-
block to which the other ends of the stay-
wires are secured and extend in lateral diree-
tions to brace the post against both longitu-
dinal and lateral strain, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. -

WILLIAM S. ROWLAND.

Witnesses:
LENA . MARSHALL,
GEO. W. GILBERT.
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