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To all whom tt ma;y CONCEPTL:
Be it known that I, JOEN J. HOWARD, of

Grass Valley, county of Nevada, State oi

California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Ladders; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full and
clear description thereof.
My invention relates to

upon & hillside or other inclined surface.

The drawing represents a perspective view

of my invention.

In constructing my ladder 1 use any pre-
ferred form of ladder, herein shown as the
ordinary step-ladder A,having the rear braces
B. Pivoted to said ladder are two transverse
bars C D, (here shown as pivoted on the up-

richt rear bar E,) firmly secured to the rear
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sides of the ladder, the bars C and D being
centrally pivoted at the points F and G and
having the respective ends extending out be-
vond the sides or risers of the ladder. Pref-

erably these bars C and D extend through
slots H, formed in the sides of the ladder and

acting as guides for the barvs.

K K are standards pivotally connected to
the outer ends of the bars C and D and so
positioned that they slant from their lower
ends inwardly toward the sides of the ladder,
the lower ends of the standards K K being
considerably below the foot of the ladder.

ladders, and has
for its object to construct a ladder which may
besafely and automatically placed in position

J is a resilient strip connected to one of
the standards and passing through a suitable
retaining-eye L and affording sufficient fric-
tion to maintain the standard, together with
the pivoted bars C and D, in any position.

In using the ladder it will be evident that
the standards K K may be adjusted so as to
have the foot of one standard on a plane be-
low that of the foot of the other standard
without causing the ladder to depart from the
upright position. Furthermore,it will be ap-
parent when placing the ladder upon & hill-
side, slanting from one side to the other of
the ladder, that the standards will automat-
ically adjust themselves on the ground.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new,and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A step-ladder comprising a ladder and a
rear brace pivoted at the top, the ladder hav-
ing transverse parallel bars pivoted thereto
and a longitudinal standard at each end of
the parallel bars,each standard being pivoted
to the ends of both of said bars,and means for
securing the standards in any adjusted posi-
tion. |

In testimony whereof T have affixed my sig-
nature in the presence of two witnesses.

JOAN J. HOWARD.

Witnesses:

I'. B. BROCK,
F. J. THOMAS.
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