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To all whom it may conceri:

ibe it known that I, HENRY MEHL, a citizen
of the United States, and a resident of Jer-
sey City, in the county of Hudson and State
of New Jersey, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Belts, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
belts, and has for one object to provide an
improvement in that class of belts in which
the buckle need not be removed from the end
of the strap which it engages every time the
belt 1s to be unfastened, the said buckle hav-
Ing a hook-and-eyeengagement with the other
end of the said belt.

A further object of my invention 1s to pro-
vide a device 1n which all liability of strain-

~ing the hook-and-eye connection between the
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buckle and one end of the beltis obviated by
hinging the hook to the buckle.

A still further object is to provide a device
of this character in which the hinged hook
1s provided with aretaining-loop, so that when
the belt 18 1n position around the waist of the
wearer the free end of the belt will be held
in snugengagement with the adjacent face of
the belt.

A practical embodiment of my invention
I1s represented in theaccompanying drawings,
in which— |

IFigure 1 representsin front elevation a por-
tion of the meeting ends of a belt when at-
tached as 1n use. I'ig. 21is a back view of the
same. Kig. 3 is a top plan view; and Fig. 4
1s & longitudinal section through the same,
taken in the plane of the line 4 4 of FKig. 1.

The body of the belt is denoted by A, and

one of 1ts ends is provided with a series of
holes ¢ therethrough for engaging the tongue
b of a buckle B, which is removably secured
to the other end of the said belt in a manner
to be hereinafter described. The end of the
belt which 1s not provided with the holes «a
has permanently secured thereto an eye C,
which projects a short distance beyond the
end of the belt, which eye is fitted to be en-
gaged by a swinging hook D, hinged on the
cross-bar O’ of the buckle B. This hook D is
pretferably hinged to the buckle B by provid-
ing two wide branches d d', which surround

' the bar b’, upon opposite sides of the tongue

in position upon the cross-bar. 'T'he swing-
ing hook D is provided with a loop d* on its
outer face for receiving the free end of the
belt A after it has been engaged with the
buckle B. |

It will be seen that by the use of the swing-
ing hook D, I am enabled to secure a direct
pull between the buckle and the end of the
belt A which carries the eye C whether the
belt be drawn into a smaller or larger circle.
Furthermore, by locating the belt-retaining
loop ® upon the swinging hook D the said
loop will serve to keep the free end of the belt
at all times snugly in engagement with the
belt when the belt is in use.

drawings there is but one guard member of
the buckle proper, and said member extends
upononlyonesideof thecross-bar, said guard
member codperating with the tongue in the
usual manner. Theswingingsecuring mem-
ber or hook D, hinged upon the said cross-
bar, extends to the side of said cross-bar op-
posite said guard, and the strap-retaining
loop d? upon this swinging securing member
- serves to at all times hold the free belt end
against the body portion of the belt, notwith-
standing the fact that the buckle proper has
but the one guard member.

It is evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the form and arrangement of
the several parts without departing from the
spirit and scope of my invention. Hence I
do not wish to limit myself strictly to the
structure herein set forth; but

What I claim is—

1. Ina belt, a buckle arranged to be remov-
ably engaged with one end of the belt, an eye
permanently secured to the other end of the
belt, a swinging hook hinged to the buckle
and arranged to removably engage the said
eye and a strap-retaining loop carried by the
said hook for keeping the free end of the belt
snugly in engagement with the belt when in
use, substantially as set forth.

2. A belt-buckle comprising a c¢ross-bar,.a
guard member upon sald cross-bar and ex-
| tending upon only one side thereof, a tongue

b of the buckle, so as to also retain the tongue

In the form of buckle illustrated in the.
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upon said cross-bar and codperating with said | my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ocuard member, a swinging securing member | ence of two witnesses, this 5th day of Octo-
hinged to said cross-bar and extending upon | ber, 1900. |

the side thereof opposite said guard, and a HENRY MEHL.
; strap-retaining loop carried by said swinging Witnesses:
securing member; substantially as described. Louis . KNUCKEN,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as EMIin DAVEY.
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