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HOSE HANDLER OR CARRIER.

SPECIFICATION forming ija,rf of Letters Patent No. 66 6,474, dated January 22, 1901.
Application filed October 27, 1900, Serial No. 34,546, (No model.

1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that [, GEORGE P. DE WOLFE,
a citizen of the United States,residing at Spen-
cer, in the county of Worcester and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Hose Handler or Carrier, of which the
following is a specification. |

This invention relates to an improved hose

handler or carrier; and the object of this in- |

vention 18 to provide a strong, simple, effi-
cient, and inexpensive construction which
may be used either in dragging the fire-hose
to the place where the same is required or for
pulling up the fire-hose on the ladder or for
similar purposes. ‘

'T'o these ends this invention consists of a
hose handler or carrier and of the combina-
tion of parts therein, as hereinafter described
and more particularly pointed out in the
claims at the end of this specification.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is |

a perspective view of a hose handler or ecar-
rier constructed according to this invention.
Iig. 2is afragmentary perspective view show-
ing how the ladder or strap can be used in
connection with the hose handler or carrier.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one of the
curved clamping-plates, showing the manner
in which the spring may be attached for hold-
ing the Jaws clamped after the same are set
into engagement with their holders; and Fig.
4 18 a perspective view illustrating the man-
ner in which-a hose handler or carrier con-
structed according to this invention may be
slipped or slid to different positions on the
hose. |

The prinecipal factor which determines the
efficiency of nearly all kinds of fire appara-
tus 18 the promptness with which the hose
can be laid or brought to different positions,
where the streams can be directed to do the
most efficient work.

In nearly all hose companies the greater
number of men are simply expected to lay
the hose to lines and move the same from
time to time to positions where they may be

required.

It has heretofore been ordinarily the prac-
tice for the linemen of hose companies to
simply lift up the hose bodily and carry or
shift the same to various positions. |

The especial object of my present inven- |

S

| tion is therefore to facilitate the work of the

linemen of hose companies by providing a
hose handler or carrier which is not only
adapted for shifting or moving a line of hose
to 1ts position on the ground, but which is
also adapted to be used as a hose-clamp for
pulling up a line of hose to the upper stories
of a building and for fastening or holding the
hose upon a ladder or other support..

To these ends a hose-carrier constructed
according to my present invention consists,
essentially, of two (c¢rossing) substantially
horizontal handle-pieces, which are provided 6z
at their inner ends with curved clamping-
plates and which are connected by a strap or
flexible section, said parts being arranged so
that the deviece will clamp itself onto a line
of hose whenever the same is lifted either by 7o
1ts handle or by its strap. |
- Retferring to the accompanying drawings
and in detail, my hose-handle, as herein illus-
trated, comprises the crossing substantially
horizontal handle-pieces 10, which may be
forged out of wrought iron or steel or, if de-
sired, may be made of malleable iron. The
handle-pieces 10 are pivotally connected by
a pivot-bolt, as 11. Riveted to and brazed or
otherwise secured to the inner ends of the 8o
handle-pieces 10 are curved clamping-plates
12. FKitting onto the ends of the handle-
pieces 10 are wooden handles 13, which are
held in place by nuts or ferrules 14. Pivot-
ally connected to the handle-pieces 10 are 8g
eyes 15, which are connected together by a
leather strap or other flexible seetion 16.
The strap 16 may, if desired, be provided at
1ts center with an eye 17 for receiving the
hook of the ladder-belt, as shown in Fig. 2,
and the handle-piecesare preferably provided
with stops 18 to limit the extent to which the
device may be opened.

In some cases the curved clamping-jaws 12
may each be provided with a spring 19 for
extending over and engaging the other clamp-
ing-jaw, as shown in Fig. 3, to hold the de-
vice into engagement with its hose, even when
not being lifted or handled. -

In practice a hose handler or carrier con-
structed aceording to this invention will fur-
nish a device by means of which two men will
readily shift or pull alouga line of hose, while
at the same time the strap of the device will
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furnish a handle, permitting the hose handler
or carrier to be used by one man alone, and
also providing means to which a core or hook
may be attached when it is desired to pullup
a line of hose or to which a belt-strap may be
connected when it is desired to fasten the
hose to a ladder or other support.

I am aware that numerous changes may be
made in my hose handler or carrier by those
who are skilled in -the art without departing
from the scope of my invention as expressed
in the claims. I donot wish, therefore, to be
limited to the construction herein shown and
described ; but | |

What I do claim, and desire to seecure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. As an article of manufacture, a hose

handler or carrier comprising substantially |
“said eyes, said parts being arranged so that
the device may be gripped onto the hose when
lifted, either by its handles or by its strap,
- substantially as described.

horizontal crossing, pivotally-connected han-
dle-pieces, curved gripping-plates secured on
the inner ends of the handle-pieces, handles
secured on the outer ends of said handle-

pieces, eyes pivoted to said handle-pieces, and | . .
“my hand in the presence of two subscribing

a strap connecting said eyes, said parts be-

hqrizoutai Grossing, pivat;allyfconnected haun- 30

dle-pieces having gripping-jaws secured to
their inner ends, springs 19 carried by said

gripping-jaws for normally closing said jaws

into engagement with the hose, and a strap

or flexible section connecting the handle- 35

pieces so that the device may be gripped onto
the hose when lifted either by its handle-
pieces or strap, substantially as described.

3. As an article of manufacture, a hose

handler or earrier comprising substantially 40
“horizoutal crossing, pivotally-connected han-

dle-pieces having stops to limit the extent to

‘which the device may be opened, gripping-

plates secured to the inner ends of the han-

- dle-pieces, handles secured to the outer ends 45

of the handle-pieces, eyes pivoted to said
handle-pieces, and a leather strap connecting

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

ing arranged so thatthe device may be gripped | witnesses. |
onto the hose when lifted, either by its han- | GEORGE P. DE WOLFE.
dle-piecesorstrap, substantially as described. Witnesses:

PHILIP W. SOUTHGATE,
JOHN K. CROWELL.

2. As an article of manufacture, a hose |
handler or carrier comprising substantially |
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