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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, MINNIE K. BUCKLEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of St. Louis, State of Missouri, have in-
vented a certain new and useful Improvement
in Shirt-Waist Attachments, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to makeand use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which—

Figure 1 is a rear view of a person wearing
the waist to which my improved supporter is
applied.. Tig. 2isasectional view on line 2 2,
Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a detail view of the sup-
porter detached.

This invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in a shirt-waist attachment, one
object being to provide a simple device espe-
cially adapted to enable the skirt to be util-
ized in holding the waist in proper position,
so that no space will be visible between the
waist and skirt, the waist being prevented
from working up in wearing.

Another object is to provide a shirt-waist
attachment of the character described which
can be worn comfortably and which will be
concealed when in use, enabling the ordinary
hooks to be employed on a skirt for the pur-
pose of connecting the same to the attachment.

With these objects in view the invention
consists in the construction, arrangement,
and combination of the several parts, all as
will be hereinafter described and afterward
pointed out in the claims. .

In the drawings, A indicates the waist, and
B the skirt, both being of the usual construc-
tion.

C indicates my attachment as an entirety,
which consists of a belt or waistband contain-
ing a pocket aboutits middle portion, in which
pocket is received a steel or other suitable
flexible strip D. The length of this strip is
preferably coincident with the width of the
back of the waist between the side seams, and
in attaching a belt or waistband provided
with this strip stitches ¢ are employed, which
are arranged along the lower edge of the belt,
between the side seams, so as to provide a con-
tinnous attachment, said stitches being ex-

above the strip a short distance, so as to 1n-
sure holding said strip in its designed posi-
tion. The freeends of the belt in front of the
side seams may be loose, as shown in Fig. 3,
one portion thereof being provided with a
buckle, whereby in case of shirt-waists that
may be laundered this strip may be loose, but
when the device is attached to unlaundered
shirt-waists it may be sewed firmly in posi-
tion around the forward edges of the garment.

The strip D should be flexible, so as to con-
form to the shape of the wearer’s waist, but
yet have sufficient stiffness to be held in its
designed vertical position, so as to support
the weight of the skirt thereon. When the
strip is bent around the waist, it will be seen
that it has considerable strength vertically.

The skirt B, before referred to, is provided
with a series of hooks b, which are preferably
arranged along the waistband, said hooks
being designed to engage with the free edge
of the stiffening portionof the belt, thussup-
porting the skirt continuously in the back
from side seam to side seam of the waist. By
this attachment not only is the skirt support-
ed properly in position substantially half-way
around the waist of the wearer, but the shirt-
waist is held in its proper position propor-
tionately, separation between the parts being
impossible.

The material of which the belt is composed
is preferably the same as that from which
the shirt-waist is made; but this is unimpor-
tant, as my improved attachment is entirely
hidden when the skirt is in position.

It is obvious that where the belt is used on
a wash-waist one end of the pocket may be
left open, so that the stiffening-strip D may
be inserted and removed through the open
end of the pocket, whereby when the waist
is laundered it is only necessary t0 remove
the stiffener and leave the belt attached.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1s— |

1. The combination with a waist, of a gar-
ment-supporter in the form of a belt contain-
ing a flexible strip, which belt is secured to
the back of the garment at its lower edge
from side seam to side seam thereof whereby
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the upper edge of that portion of the belt con- .
tended up along the side seams and inwardly | taining said flexible strip is free to recelve
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supporting devices secured to a skirt, which | wardly a short distance at its upper edge, the

skirt - supporting devices are free to move
longitudinally the belt; substantially as de-
seribed.

2. The combination with a waist, of a belt
containing a flexible strip D extending from
side seam to side seam of the waist, said belt
being secured at its lower edge to the back of
the waist up along the side seams, and in-
wardly a short distance at its upper edge

whereby the upper edge of that portion of the |

belt containing said flexible strip is free to re-
ceive supporting devices secured to a skirt,
which skirt-supporting devices are free to
move longitudinally the belt; substantially
as deseribed. |

3. The combination with a waist, of a belt
containing a flexible strip D extending from
side seam to side seam of the waist, said belt
being secured at its lower edge to the back of

the waist up along the side seams, and in- |

- ends of thebelt beingfreefrom the side seams

forward whereby that portion of the belt con-
taining the flexible strip D is drawn taut so
as to conform to the wearer’s waist,the curva-
ture thus 1mparted to the flexible strip giv-
ing strength thereto in order that said flexi-
ble strip. may more readily carry supporting
devices attached to the skirt, which support-
1Ing devices are designed to engage the upper
or free edge of that portion of the belt con-
taining the flexible strip; substantially as
described. |
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In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 35

signature, in the presence of two witnesses,
this 28th day of September, 1900.

MINNIE K. BUCKLEY.

Witnesses:
WM. H. ScoTT,
A. S. GrAY. |
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