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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, REUBEN STAHL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Fort
Wayne, in the county of Allen and State of
Indiana, haveinvented a new and useful Com-
bined Ironing-Board and Bench, of which the
following 1s a specification.

My invention relates to laundry-benches,
and hasforits object to produce a bench which
can be utilized for the support of the crdinary
tubs and wringer for washing purposes and
also for the support of an ironing-board; and
1t consists in the improved construction and
novel combinations of parts of the same, as
will be hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
the same reference-numerals indicate corre-
sponding parts in each of the views in which
they occur, Ifigure 1 18 a perspective view of
my improved laundry-bench ready for use as
a support for the tubs and wringer. Fig. 2
18 a longitudinal sectional view of the bench
shown as supporting an ironing-board.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 indicates the frame of my bench,which
may be of any suitable size and proportions
and 1ssupported at its opposite ends by means
of two folding legs 22. These legs are pref-
erably pivotally secured to the ends upon the
outside of the frame by means of transverse
rods or bars 3 3 and are connected at their
lower ends by means of cross-rods 4, which
will bear against the under surface of the
frame when the legs are folded. Secured to
the legs, near their upper ends and upon the
outside, so as to bear against the bottom side
of the frame when the legs are extended, are
two cross-pieces 5 5, and the legs are held in
thelir extended position by means of suitably-
arranged means—as, ror instance, a hook and
staple 6—secured, respectively, to the central
portion of the cross-pieces 5 and the ends of
the frame.

Pivotally secured to the frame, so as to be
extended vertically therefrom, are two frames
7 and 8, oneof which, 7, is pivotally secured at
1ts lower end upon the rod 3 and has its upper
end formed by two cross-bars 9 and 10 at a
slight distance apart, the upper one of which
1s provided with a cap of sheet metal 11, upon
which the 1ron 18 supported during the oper-
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ation of ironing. The lowerend of said frame
bears against the cross-piece 12 upon the bot-
tom of the frame 1 and is supported vertically
in one direction thereby. The other frame 3
has its lower end provided with slots 13, by
means of which it is pivotally secured apon
a rod 14 across the central portion of the
frame 1 and has its upper end substantially
level with the lower cross-bar 9 of the frame
7 when standing in its vertical position. The
lower end of the frame is adapted to project
between two cross-bars 15, secured to the un-
der side of the irame 1, and be rigidly held in
its vertical position. The slots 13 are of such
a length that when it is desired to fold the
frame 8 within the frame 1 it can be raised
vertically until its lower end is above the two
cross-bars, when it can be turned in either
direction, preferably toward the end, away
from the frame 7. Two other cross-bars 16
17 are secured to the under side of the frame
in position for supporting the upper ends of
the frames 7 8, respectively, when they are
folded down between the side pieces of the
frame 1. *

When it is desired to use the bench for
washing purposes, the legs are extended un-
til the cross-pleces engage with the under
surface of the frame 1 and are secured in that
position by means of the hook and staple 6.
The central frame 8 is raised intoivs vertical
position and secured therein by passing ifs
lower ends down between the cross-bars 15,

and the other frame is left in its horizontal

position. The wringeris then secured to the
top cross-piece of the vertical frame, which
is preferably arranged vertically for the re-
ception of the clampsof the wringer, and the
tubs are placed upon the bench on opposite
sides of the vertical frame, when the clothes
can be washed in one tub and passed through
the wringer into the tub upon the opposite
side of the frame.

When 1t 1s desired to use the bench for
ironing purposes, both frames are raised into
their vertical position, and the ironing-board

18 is inserted between the cross-bars 9 10 at

one end and rests loosely with its interme-
diate portionupon the top of the other frame.
The clothes can then be spread upon the
board and ironed in the ordinary manner,
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the heated iron being supported upon the
metal capof theframe 7 when not being used

upon the clothes.

As above described, it will be seen that I |

have produced a bench which can be formed
without projections when desired for the sup-
port of any household article and which can

be readily converted into a washbench or an |

ironing-stand, or it can be as quickly and
easily folded into a compact space, occupying
but little more room than the vertical thick-

ness and the rectangular area of the frame |

to which the legs and auxiliary frames are
pivoted.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, 1s—

1. In a laundry-bench, the combination,
with a main frame, of arod at each end there-
of, legs pivotally secured on said rods at the
outside of the frame, two auxiliary frames
pivotally secured to the main frame, one of
said auxiliary frames being pivotally secured

upon the rod at one end of the frame, and |
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| having its upper end Slotted horizontally and

provided with a metallic cap, a stop on the
bottom of the main frame at the bottom of
said auxiliary frame, and means for holding
the other auxiliary frame in a vertical posi-
tion at the central portion of the main frame,
substantially as described.

2. In a laundry-bench, the combination,
with a frame provided with folding legs at
each end thereof, and two auxiliary frames
pivotally secured to the main frame, the up-
per end of oneof said frames being provided
with means for holding an 1101:111:10-1)0&1(1 and
the lower end of the other frame being slotted
longitudinally and having its upper cross-

piecearranged vertically,and two cross-picces

on the bottom of the main frame in position
to engage with the oppositesides of the lower
end of said auxiliary frame when in its ver-
tical position, substantially as described.
REUBEN STAHL.
Witnesses:
JOHN C. W. BRUNS,
. HENRY W. FELGER.

25

30

35

40




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

