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To all whom Tt may concerm:

Beit known that I, CHARLES KLINGER, a citi-
zen of the United States,residingat Hawk Eye,
in the county of Fayette and State of lowa,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Shoe-Buckles; and I do here-

by declare thefollocwing to be a full, clear, and
exacl deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain new and
nseful improvements in securing devices or
buckles, and while my securing device will
be found desirable for all of the various pur-
pnoses for which such a device is generally em-
ployed it will be fonund to be especially valu-
able for use upon shoes of all varieties, and
especially upon overshoes.

One object of my invention is to provide a
device of the character speeiﬁed which shall
be very cheap in construetion and simple and
effective in operation.

Other objects and advantages will be made
fully apparent in the following specification,
considered in connection with the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 11is a perspective view of my inven-
tion as applied to use upon a shoe. Fig. 2is
a perspective detall view of the tongue of my
buckle. Fig. 31s a detail perspective view
of the keeper-section of my improved buckle.
Fig. 4 is a central longitudinal section of Fig.
3. FKig. 5 is- a perspective view of my secur-
ing device or buckle removed from the shoe.
I'ig. 6 is a -perspective view of a portion of
my buckle, showing a slightly-modified con-
struction from that presented in Fig. 3. Fig.
7 is an end elevation of the device illustrated
in Fig. 6.

In order to conveniently designate the sev-
eral parts of my invention and their cooper-
ating elements deemed necessary to illustrate
a practical application thereof to use, 1 indi-
cates a shoe of the usual or any preferred con-
struetion, to one side of the upper portion of
which I secure the tongue - section of my
buckle, which consists of the body portion
proper, 2, having the apertures 3 and 4. The
outer end of the body portion is bent upon
itself, thereby providing the loop-section 5,
while the free end is extended outward to pro-
vide the handle 6.

| 7 of the tongue is provided upon each end
‘with a series of serrations 8, designed for a
‘purpose hereinafter made clear.

The tongue of my buckle may be connect-

or otherwise attached in place.

The keeper part of my buckle, with which
the tongue is designed to codperate, is clearly
shown in Figs. 4 and 6, and it consists, pref-
erably, of a single piece of material, one end
of which is provided with a slotted aperture
10, by means of which it may be secured to
the shoe, as by codperating with the flexible
section 11, attached to theshoe. The keeper-
plate is bent near its middle, so as to form
the right-angled section 12, while the middle
portion is provided with an opening designed
for the reception of the free end of the tongue,
said opening being enlarged at its outer end,
as indicated by the numeral 13, the remain-
ing portion of the opening being of less ex-
tent.” Said opening may be so formed that
the portion struck out therefrom will provide
the handle-section 14, which may extend out-
ward in such a way as to be conveniently

erasped by the hand of the operator, or said

section 14 may be left to extend in such a po-
sition” that it will lie sabstantially parallel
with the tongue-section when the latter 1s
entered through the enlarged eund 13 of the
opening. Bythusprovidingthe enlarged end
13 it will be observed that the inwardly-
curved shoulders or lips 15 are formed, the
purpose of which is to so act upon the con-

tiguous teeth or serrations 3 that they will be

engaged by said hps and drawn tightly down-
ward, thus insuring that the tongue will be
sequrely held in an adjusted position.

The operation or manner of using my im-

proved buckle may be stated to be as follows:
After the tongue and the keeper have been
properly secured 1n their respective operative
places the free end 16 of the keeper may be
moved outward so that said keeper will stand
substantially at right angles to the shoe, when
the free end 7 of the tonﬂ'ue may be freely en-
tered through the enlarﬂ"ed opening13. After
the tongue 7 hasg been thus inserted as far as

The opposite or free end | desned in the opening 15 the free end 16 of
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od to the shoe in various ways, preferably by .
riveting the outer end thereof by means of
the apertures 3 and 4 to a strong flexible sec-
‘tion 9, which latter may be sewed to the shoe
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the keeper may be brought around toward the | what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

anchored end of the tongue, which will cause
the inwardly-curved lips to take in between
the contiguous serrations or teeth 3 and cause
said teeth to ride upon the curved outer sur-
face of said lips, and thus bind the parts se-
curely in an adjusted position.. When it is
desired to release the buckle, all that is nec-
essary to be done is to move the free end 16
of the keeper outward, when the teeth will
drop out of engagement with the curved lips
15, and thus dispose the tongue 7 in the en-
larged end 13 of the opening, and thereby per-
mit said tongue to be freely withdrawn and
the shoe released.

It will be nnderstood that the various parts
of my improved buckle or securing device for
shoes or the like may be modified or changed
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention, and I therefore wish to comprehend
in this application all substantial equivalents
and substitutes thereot. |

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

Letters Patent, 18—

The herein-described securing device or
buckle comprising a tongue -section having
serrations upon each edge; means to attach
said tongue-section to the shoe, in combina-
tion with the keeper-plate having a slotted
end 10 by means of which it may be anchored
in position and further having an opening
near the central portion thereof, the inner
end of said opening being enlarged as indi-

cated by the numeral 13; a handle or guard-

section 14 overlying said opening 13, said
opening being further provided with the 1n-
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wardly-curved lips 15, all combined substan-

tially as specified and for the purpose set
forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES KLINGER.

VWitnesses:
L.. G. BELSCHNER,
(CHAS. SPITZBART.
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