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To «ll whom it may concern.:

36 i1t known that I, BENJAMIN F. VAN
CAMP, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Indianapolis, in the county of Marion and
State of Indiana, have invented a new and
useful Combined Snap-Hook and Buckle, of
which the following is a specification.

T'his invention relates to a combined snap-
ook and buckle; and the object of the same
18 to provide a simple and effective device for
application to the ends of bridle-reins, driv-
ing-reins, halter-straps, and the like as a sub-
stitunte for snaps and buckle and billet fas-
tenings in general use.

1T'he invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of the several parts, which
will be more fully hereinafter described and
claimed. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portion of a strap, showing the im-
proved combined snap-hook and buckle se-
cured thereto and as attached to a bit-ring.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section of the
improved device, as shown by Fig. 1. Fig.
o 1s a detail perspective view of the improved
device.
~ Similar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in the several
Views,

The numeral 1 designates a buekle-frame

having opposite converging sides which are
gradually reduced in transverse width rela-
tively to each other in the direction of a hook
2, Integrally formed with and projecting from

5 the iront end of said frame, a transverse out-

wardly-projecting rib 3 being located at the
point of intersection of the hook member and
the front end of the frame and provided with
an inclined bearing-face 4. The frame 1
slightly in rear of and below the plane of the
hook member is provided with a transverse
bearing-bar 5, between which and the front
end of the said frame an opening 6 is formed,
the rear bar 7 of the frame being intermedi-
ately separated by slotting to form an en-
trance-opening 8 for the edgewise insertion
or withdrawal of the strap or rein thereinto
or therefrom. Extending from the inelined
bearing-race 4 of the rib 3 and loosely en-
gaging a recess 9 in the inner end portion of
the overturned or overprojecting terminal 10
of the hook member is a flat spring-tongue
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| 11,which has its rear end secured to said face,

and thereby given the proper inclination rela-
tively to the said terminal of the hook mem-
ber. The front edge of the rib 3 is concaved,
as at 12, and from the foregoing structural
explanation it will be seen that a ring or other
device in engagement with the hook member
will be prevented from becoming unseated
aud have a metallic bearing resistance at all

points and also be prevented from abrading

the rein or strap at any point.

The rein or strap end is secured to the im-
proved device by riveting it to the hook mem-
ber, as at 13, and passing the free end through
the opening 6 to rest on the bar 5, and from
1ts point of securement to the hook member
the rein or strap is passed around in close
contact with said member over the spring-
tongue and edgewise inserted in the buckle-
frame 1 through the entrance-opening 8 of
the bar 7 thereof. It will be observed that
the metal hook member and the tongue pro-
vide a metallic lining for the rein or strap
loop with obviousadvantages, and in connect-
ing up theimproved device to a ring or analo-

- gous device the rein or strap is loosened or

detached from the buckle-frame and the lat-
ter inserted through the said ring. The ring
1s caused to become seated in the hook mem-
ber by pressing open the tongue 11, and when
the parts are thus asssmbled it will be im-
possible for them to become accidentally dis-
connected and the constant positive preser-
vation of the loop of the rein or strap will
prevent the latter from breaking through.
Manifold other advantages will become ap-
parent to those using the improved device,
and 1t is obviously apparent that changes in
the form, size, proportions, and wninor details
of construction can be resorted to without
departing from the prineciple of the invention.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
18 claimed as new is—

In a device of the character set forth, the

combination of a buckle-frame having a rear

| lower portion thereof and the rib provided

slotted bar and a rib at the front end with an
inclined bearing-face, the frame between the
said bar and a front end wall being formed
with an opening therethrough, the front por-
tion of the said frame in rear of said wall
also having a transverse bearing-bar at the
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with a hook member integrally formed there-
withand projecting therefrom,aspring-tongue
having its rear end fixed to the inclined face
of the rib and loosely engaging the overturned
portion of the hook member, and a reiun or
strap extremity secured to and surrounding
the hook member and tongue and removably
passed through the frame, the terminal of the
rein or strap being extended through the

opening adjacent the tront endl wall of the 1o

latter and rested on the bearing-bar.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own [ have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

BENJAMIN F. VAN CAMP.

Witnesses:

HARrRRY L. ROBBINS,
C. F. SURFACE.
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