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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRI A. SEVIGNE, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Coat-Collar
Springs, of which the following 18 a specifi-
cation.

This invention has relation to what are
known in the art as ‘“coat-collar springs.”
Such springs are usually formed of a thin
strip of resilient sheet metal bent into U
shape,with their ends ¢rossed or overlapping,
and they are adapted to be placed under the
coat-collar with their ends resting under the
lapels. The tension of the spring is sufficient
to hold the coat more or less closed and to
prevent 1t from sagging open.

One great ObJe(*tIOH to the use of a coat-
collar spring has arisen from its liability to
suddenly snap rearward upon removing the
coat without having first removed the spring.
The act of removing the coat by grasping the
edges thereof below the lapels and drawing
the said edges apart straightens out the
spring, and it slips from under the collar and
flies rearwardly, frequently breaking small
articles in its path. To prevent this detach-
ment of the spring,various devices have been
proposed, among them being the formation
of small holes near the ends of the spring
through which threads may be passed into
the coat, thus permanently securing the
spring to the coat. This, however, has not
proved to be feasible, since it is desirable to
employ the same spring with any one of sev-
eral coats; but, so far as I am aware, during
all the years in which this spring has been
upon the market no one has provided it with
an attaching device by which 1t could be so
attached to the coat as to prevent it from fly-
ing rearward upon removal of the latter.

One object of this present invention 18 to
provide a collar-spring with means for tem-

porarily and detachably securing it to the

coat with which it is to be worn.

Another object is to construct the spring
so that it may be attached to the coat with
its ends in any desired relation to the lapels,

(No model.)

| 80 as to permit the edges of the coat to be

maintained at any desired distance from each
other.

Referring to the dra,wmﬂ's, Figures 1 and 2
illustrate a collm -spring embodymﬂ* one form
of my invention. FI""S 3 and 4 represent a
slightly-different form of the same.

The spring is shown at a. It consists, as
stated, of an elongated narrow strip of spring
metal bent into substantially ovoid shape or
into U form, with the ends crossed. It is
placed under the coat-collar with the ends
lying under the lapels, so that the tension of
the spring will hold the edges of the coat ad-
jacent said lapels close together., According
to my invention I taper the ends of the spring
to form points 6 and bend them rearward to
form hooksc¢. In that form of the invention
illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 the points are
brought close to the body of the spring, so as
to lie in planes parallel thereto. In wearing
the spring the rearwardly-bent points are
caused to penetrate the fabric on the under
face of the lapels and to prevent the spring
from being accidentally detached during the
removal of the coat.. The pressure of the
middle portion of the spring against the back
of the neck of the wearer prevents the hooks
from leaving the fabrie, because the force ex-
erted by the resiliency of the spring i8 in the
direction toward which the hooks point.

In Figs. 3 and 4 I have illustrated a pre-
ferred construction. The points d are curved
inwardly and then bent rearwardly at their
juncture with the ends of the spring. so that
they project rearwardly and laterally 1in-
wardly. The ends of the points extend in
the direction of the thrust of the ends of the
spring after said ends have been separated,
so that the constant tendency of the spring
is to force the points into the fabric. In
other words, the points of the hooks extend
substantially in the direction of the force ex-
erted by the resiliency of the strip of spring
metal of which the device i1s composed.
Moreover, the points by reason of their ex-
tending laterally make it difficult to acci-
dentally disengage them from the fabric when
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the ends of the spring are moved longitudi-
nally. The extremity of each point is just
above the edge of the spring, and hence a
notch e is formed just below each extremity
to facilitate inserting the point in the fabriec.
By forming the hooks as shown in FKigs. 3
and 4 they are not liable toinjure the fabric.
- In both embodiments of my invention the
hooks are arranged to engage the under face
of the coat-lapels, so that in case a thread
should be broken or the surface of the cloth

“should be roughened (though I have so far

experienced no such trouble with the device)
it wonld he hidden from view. The hooks may
be detachably engaged with the coat at points
at anydesirable distance from the edge to per-
mit of the lapels being rolled back 1n a natu-
ral manner, and at the same time the coat 1s

held in proper position without the formation |
- | natare 1n preseuce of two witnesses.

of wrinkles in front of the shoulders.

Having thus explained the nature of the
inventlon and described a way of construct- |
ing and using the same, although without at- |
tempting to set forth all of the forms in whieh |
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it may be made or all of the modes of its use,
I.declare that what I c¢laim is—

1. A coat-eollar spring consisting of a nar-
row strip of resilient metal bent into U form
with its ends crossed, saild ends being formed
or provided with hooks adapted to detach-

‘ably engage or penetrate the fabric of the

coat, the points of the hooks extending sub-

stantially in the direction of the force exerted

by the resiliency of the spring.

2. A coat-collar spring consisting of a nar-
row strip of resilient metal bent into U form
with its ends crossed, said ends being formed
or provided with rearwardly and laterally
bent hooks adapted to detachably penetrate
the fabrie of the coat, the points of the hooks

extending substantiallyin the direction of the

force exerted by the resiliency of the spring.
In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-

HENRI A. S]LVIGN]L

Witnesses:
MARCUS 5. MAY,
A. D. HARRISON.
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