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~ SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 668,172, dated January 15,1901,

" Apptiostion fled July 16, 1000, Saial o 24,108, (omodel)

- To all whoem it may concerr:. | ployed to designate corresponding parts mn

" Be it known that I, EDWARD M. WILCOX, | the'several views, 1 indieates a base, prefer--

“a citizen of the United States, residing. at | ably metal, of any desired shape or.size, but
“Owmaha, in the county of ‘Douglas and State preferably supported: by feet 2. and having 55

s of Nebraska, have invented a new and nseful | its upper surface cut away at the rear end of

Eunvelop-Sealing Device, of which the follow- | the basefor the accommodation of a movable

Ang s a specification. | sealing memberor hinged sealing-plate 3. The

My presentinvention relatestoa novel seal- | plate 3 is hinged by hinges 4 to the rear edge

ing device, the objectin view being to provide | of the envelop-supporiing platen 5, defined 060
ro simple and efficient means for effectually by the raised front portion of the base topre- |

‘wealing mailing - packets of various descrip- | sent the uppersui faces of the plateand platen
‘tions, but more particularly for simultane- | in the same, horizontal plané when the plate
ously moistening and sticking or sealing the | is depressed or tu rned back, asshown in Fig.
authmed flapsof ¢n velops or simil'a,r"ﬁf-s-t_'f.cl_aSS” 1 of the drawings. At the front end of the 05
s mail-packets. © ST T 0 pplaten is _Qmunted & trausverse .adjustable
- One object of the invention, in a somewhat | gage-plate b, apainst which the bottom edge
 more specifie aspect, is to construct a device | of the envelop to be sealed is designed to rest,
of this character with a movable sealing mem-

. hi _ &) ] ‘the adjustment of the gage being effected by
o ber arranged to present the gummed flap of | any suitable means, but preferably by set- 7
20 an envelop to a moistening device and to. screws 7, screwed into the base and passed
thevealter turn down the flap and seal if to | through transverse slots 8 in the plate. 1t
the envelop by the continued: movement of | will now be seen that when the gage-plate is
the sealing member. S '

_ _ . ... |properly adjusted an envelop 9 may be laid
A still further object of the invention is to | upon the platen 5, with its sealing-flap 108X~ 75
25 . equip the deyvice with novel moistening mech- ! tended upon -the face of the sealing-plate 3,

anism designed to be 'aut(}'m'a;tically_-t-l:_lj'-rjow'll_'. ‘which latter may be swung upon its hinge. '

“intoe ot out of operative relation withthe seal- | to the position indicated in dotted lines in
ing member for presentation to the gummed | Fig. 2 to turn down the sealing-flap upou the

flap or for retention-out "df'_;f._the'_, path of move- body of the _en.v'e.l_op‘,'th'e movement ._'Qf the 8o
30 ment of the member when the latter is re- | plate heing facilitated -by a projecting han-
parned to its initial position.. -~ - - 1 dlell orothersuitable actuating ineans.. 0b-

~To theaccomplishmentof the objects stated | viously, however, soine provision must be
-and others subordinate thereto, all as will | made for moistening the flap of the envelop.,
hereinafter more fully appear, the invention. | IFor the purpose of accom plishing the mois- 35

35 -¢gousists in the construction and arrangement | tening of ‘the g am by the actof turnl ng down

of parts to be more _fu’}ly[_d_eSGi_*ibgd,i]luﬁf&bed' the flap I provide a'_moiSLaiii,'l_'lg'-mll_e'-t"ﬂl"z‘%,Which
in the accompan ying drawings, and defined | is movably mounted in the path:of the seal-
in the appended elaims. 0

10 view of my dewice comnplete, sliowing an en- being turned. down 1o the -sealed position

| ing-plate 3, so th at the flap 10 will be pre-

T

TFigure 1 is ,a,_-'p_ers{}.e,cbi_ire--_ sented to said roller and moistened as it Is go

~velop in position to be sealed and the mois- | through the movement of . rhesedhngpmte '
tening-roller depressed into the-path of ‘the | The mounting of the rolier 12 compprises a
sealing-plate. Fig. 2 15 a side elevation of | swin ging voller-frame composed of .a pair of

 the snbject-matterof ;Fig.;‘_lf-:,with'_thefs;e_:?ul_ijng*-ei‘},1*011{51'-3111;‘"1)0rt;i_n-.gz;';;:u"_ms 13, pierced ab their 95

‘43 plate elevated to. present the ‘sealing-flap of |lower ends by .the roller -trunnions. 14 and

‘the envelop to the moiste ning-rollerand illus- | swinging froma horizontdl frate-supporting
~ trating 1In dotted lines the elevated position | bav 15,-extending between the upper ends of

" of the roller and the sealing posttion of the | a pair of posts” or standards 16, upstanding

- gealing-plate, and -Fig. 8 is a central longi- from the rear corners of the base 1 beyond the 100
5o tudinal seetion through the moistening-roller. | rear free cdge of the plate 5. These side =~

- Referring to the numerals of referenco em-"| arms 13 of the rollnr-gupporting frame arce




..........................................

RV ’

- .preferably braced by a transverse brace-bar'| The sealing member or-plate 3 is disposed
~ v 17, but this bar is locateqd at a sufficient dis- | flush with the envelop-receiving platen 5, and
. tance from tha roMer to permit the lower free | the moistening-roller 1 is retained a slight 7o
- ends of ‘the afins to yield slightly when it is | distance above ‘the sealing-fiAp by - the en-
5 dgsired to withdraw the trannions 14 for the | gagement of the bar 17 with the lower rést 20
. Ppurpose‘of deta'ehing-.,'ﬁﬁg}gmlggg-_,.'-._.-__It will now | of the lateh-bar. The parts are thus posi-
)¢ tioned, as indicated in Fig. 1 of the draw-
- _ | ings, and, we are read y to begin the operation 7%
0 ' AEap 0 wiIT bé presented to the moistening- f_ of moistening and sealing the flap 10 of the
., 1a'roller 12, which will traverse she plate asthe | envelop 9. =~ . . e R
7 " roller-supporting frame is'swung dpwardly ’ Assuming that the .absorbent -casing or

- 'appear. that as the seal‘ing;pla“m 8 is swang
- upwardly the gumnied surfaceof the sealing.,

[y N n

- utider the impulse of the sealing-plate. It is | wick of the roller to be satu rated by ¢he exa-
" therefore desirable 10 provide simple means dation of water through the perforated walls 8o
- for retaining the roller in its elevated posi- | of the tube 22, the operator grasps the han-
~ 15 tion; as illustrated in dotted lines in'Fig. 2; | dle 11 and swings-the plate 3 to the position
- 1in orderthat -t,he._'sea;l-ing-._p]at.e-ma;y be turned | indicated in ~dotted lines in Fig. 2 -of "the
--down to the sealing position and to thereaf- drawings..  This movement of the sealing- =
~ ter beswung back to 1ts initial position with- , plate will first present the gummed surface 8 5

~oytinterference from the roller; butit.islike- of the sealing-flap to the saturated surface
20 wise necessary that the return of the rollerito | of the moistening: roller, which ] atter; as the
- its initial position be-_-.a,utmnatically effected | movement of the plate - is contin ued, will .

~ atter the sealing-plate has been' i rned back | travel over the- surface of the plate as the
o :--’:u_-n:d"er;tlie'ro'ller' to permit a repetition of the- ‘roller-supporting frame is swung apwardly. go

- .8ealing operation. " To the accomplishment | As the roller has been - plevated a sufficient

-5 of these ends, I mount upon the rear end of | distance to clear the upper edge of the plate
the basel at a point between the posts 16 an | 8- when the latter is in its vertical position
-upstanding pivoted lateh-bar 18, provided in “the:bar 17 will'be opposed to the upper rest =
- its front edge with upper and lower rests 19 | -19:'-:-0f-:r_t.he'_--]ate:fL-imI-‘;-’-a'Ha'Sﬂid':bai‘"ﬁi“ drop 95
‘andi 20, arranged Lo be engaged by the trans- { forward to effect an engagement with the

3o-verse: bar 17 of the roller-supporting . frane ‘roller-supporting frame to ‘retain -the latter
~ -to-vetain. the latter in'its elevated and de- |'in the position shown by dotted lines 1n Fig,
. “pressed- positions. - T,he*lab'ch=;ba-'1"1—8"fi"s=a.dd'i_‘-gi - 4..-The sealing-plate having now- passaed be-
tion_allypi*’ovidedzimme‘dia_telyabﬁ‘vd'-its lower |'yond th.'e;-?mgiste*nin'g-'1_‘01161'.»is"fl}u-rned’{db-wn 103
pivoted end with a *fo-l;wardly'-extje'nding.p-ro-" ‘upon.-the platen and slight pressure is ap-
35 Jection or cam-face 21, designed to be-engaged |- plied for the purpose of causing the sealing-
- by the-free. edﬁge,roﬁ_th'eusea,-liﬂg-'plaxte* as the | ‘flap 10 to adhere to the body of the envelop,
- latteristhrown back for the purpose of mov- after which the sealing-plate 18 sSwung- back
. Ing the:latch-bar 19 to effect the: disengage-. g to-it8:initial position;-before reaching which 1os
. -ment of: the bar.17 from the ‘rest 19.and to 1t ‘contacts with the cam-face 21 of the ldtch-
40 permit %th_e-ml'ler'.—suppf)-rl;ing-' frame to gravi- | ‘bar, swinging the latter sufficiently to cause
- late-toits inittal position, where it is retained. its' disengagement from theroller-supporting
~by. the engagement of the rest'20of the l'a,tc'h'-i*l frame, which latter:will then drop back'toits
bar with the bar.17 of the frame. - | ipitial position, w-h*'e-lrf_e'i-t-‘.i's.'su’s_taingd by the 110
-+ In addition’ to the novel construction re- | engagement of the bar:17 with the lowerrest

"45 -cited I have also devised a moisten ing-roller.| 20 of the latch-barfor a repeti tion of the op-

. whiceh T have found to be very effective. - The | eration:just descri od.
- roller comprises a -hollow meta] tube 22, hav- [ - From the foregoing it will be evident that .
- ing its wallsnu merously perforated and hav- I ‘have invented a si mple and- efficient mois- 115
- “:dng’an.integral end wall 25 extended to form ‘tening and sejaﬁl-i-ug‘devjit{e--s?“hichfWil'l_'-"-greatl;}f._4,-
~ 50 -an annular ' flange 24 and provided with r-an_f: facilitate the sealing of mailing-packets and
- -axial trunnion ‘14, The hollow tube is de- | ‘otherigiimmed ‘retainers; but while' the em-

- 8igned to be filled with water, as shown .in-] bodiment of the invention illustrated and de-
. -Fig..3 of the drawings, and is eovered by an |'seribed is-believed at this time to be prefer- 120
- .absorbent cylindrieal casing or wick-sleeve:| able, I'wish to reserve the right to effect such
- 55 25-:,.-.;-'1'ﬁsti.t1‘-'g--a;i:~.-c'm_e--en'd“a-ga;iimt the flange-24 | changes; mo'di'ﬁcations;'a.ndsvaﬁ-’astimis' asmay

~and-¢onfined apon the perforated tube by the. “be comprehended within the spirit of the in-
annalar flange 26 of a serew-cap 27, serewed. | ‘vention, = . .. .: RN S
. o the end-of . the tu be 22 opposite the énd | : “What I elaim jg—" ¢ -~ SR Y~

235 and .provided with a plug-closed:vent, 28} L In arséaling device;, the combination with : .
- 60 an “with-an-axial trunnion, 14-alined - with *-a,‘-mairable-"s’eali-li’g_-’mémbér'a}fﬂiﬁgéd? to’ fold
o -theothertrunnion extending fromtheeénd 23, rthéi‘se*a,lijng‘-'ﬂ‘a,p' ofr:‘afﬁ*e’nvelbp;"bf?;a_‘,mb‘-i's,t-éij*er

.- In practice ‘the ‘rolley 18 fil Ied-'?*wiﬁh,.lw;wer, | operativelyrelated tothe sealing mem berand
and the: serew-cap 27, havin g been secrewed to.[-movable -over the face ' thereof d ﬂ'I;.'iﬁ’g"’ ‘the 130

Ll
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_ ;plaee:f&ﬁthe.put‘pos._e_ﬁof .'_cftisingftheftrub_e*and;" -mf')'ve}men-t;Qf_;saidmehjbei’.-'“-f A
65 rotaining. the ‘absorbent casing or-wick, the. {7 2. Ina sealingdevice, the combinationwith

.I'Qwer;endsof thebars13 are sprung slightly to | a movable sealing ‘member, of g moistener
permit t‘lmilnserti'on of the 1"011@1‘-trunnions 14, ' movably suspended in the path of said mem-
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her for pmwntatwn to the sealing- ﬁap Of an |

eﬂvelop supported upon the *sealmﬂ member.
3. Inasealing device, the com bination with
a movable sealing 111emher arranged to fold

the sealing-flap of an envelop, of a moistener
arranved f{)r presentation to the face of the

| sea,lm o memberthrou gh the movement-there-

of, a,nd means for retaining the moistener out.
Of operative relation with the sealing member )

IO

20

during the retraction of the latter.

4. In a sealing device, the combination wmh |

a sealing member ananged to fold the flap

of an ﬂnvelop, and a movable moistener ar-
ranged for plebentatmn to the member dur-

ing the movement thereof, of means for re-

taining the moistener out of operative rela-.

tion dlll‘ll]“' the retraction of thesealing mem-
ber, and means for automatically restoring

the 1oistener to its initial poswwn for xepe-

tition of the operation.
5. In asealingdevice, the combination w1th

& momble Sea,lmﬂ member arranged o fold

| ~ the sealing-flap of an envelop and a movable
oistener disposed in the path of movement

25
3¢C
35

4.

toretain the moistener in a position removed |

of the sealing member, of means for retalning
the mm&tenel out of orjeratwe relation With
the sealing member during the retraction of

the latter, and means ﬂpemted by the sealing |
“member forrestoring the mm&tenez to its ini- |
"blal position. : |
Inasealing device, t,ht, combination W1th |
. a moistener dis- |
posed in the pdbh of movemenb thereof, and |
“a swinging frame supporting the moistener,

%) movable seﬂ.lnw memhel

of a 1&131_*11 having means to retain the fmme

in . position to effeet the presentation of the |
moistener to the sealing wmewmber or to retain

said moistener out of opemtwe relation with
said member.

7. Inasealing device, the combination with
a mov:ible sealing member arranged to fold
the sealing-flap of an envelop, 6f a moistener
disposed in the path thereof; and a latch-bar

fromn the path of the sealing member, said
iateh-bar being dlsposed for &@tzmtwn by the
sealing membel |

i
|
| ]

f

e rins

8 In a sealing devwe the eomblnatlon with
a movable sealing member and a moistener

disposed in the pa,th of movement of said
{ member for presentamon thereto, of a swing-
ing frame supporting the moistener, a plvoted ,
latch-bar arranged to retain the frame in an

.
-
8 .
'
r -
[ ]
. 1 '

elevated position, and means carried by the -

lateh- ba,r for effecting -its actuation through

the movement of the sea,lmﬂ' member.
9. Inasealing device, the eombma,tmn W1th

-;b movable wa,lmg ‘member arranged %o fold

:

the flap of an envelop, of a ‘moistener dis-

posed in the path of movement of said mem-

‘ber, a swinging frame supporting said mois-
tener, a pwoted latch-bar prowded with a

6o

plumllty of rests deslgned to receive a por-

tion of the moistener-sapporting frame, and

a projection extending from said. la.tch bar_ 6g

.into the path of the sea.img member.

10. In.an envelop-sealing device, thé com--
bination with a4 base arranged for the suap- -

port of an envelop, of a hinged sealing:mem-
ber constituting a continuvation of the sup-

the flap of an envelop, and a moistening de-

70

‘porting-surface “of the base and designed to
be swung to a position above the base to fold -

vice disposed for presentation to the fiap -

throu oh the movement of the sealing member.

75

11. Inasealing device,the combination with
' a base arranged for the support of an envelop

~and ahinged sedlmg-plate carried by the base,
of a movable moistener d1sposed in the path
of the plate for presentation thergm as the
latter is turned down upon the base. .

12. In a sealmg device,the. combination with
a base, of a swinging seallng- plate mounted

8o

tupon the base, a swinging moistener-support-

ing frame mounted above the base, and a

mmstener carried by said frame and disposed

m the pa,bh of movement of the sealing-plate.

~In testimony that I dtaim the foregoing as.

my own I have hereto affixed my mgnature m
the presence of two witnesses. -
o EDWARD M. WILCOX
Wlbnesses
. JOHN L. MOCAGUE
- JULIA S. FITCH, -
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